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titled, ^^ An act, supplementary to an act, entitled, an act for the en- 
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books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times 
therein mentioned ; and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of 
designing, engraving and etching historical and other prints.'' 



JOHN W. DAVIS,; ^^5;/ 1/^^' 






TRANSLATOR'S PR EFA C E. 



The public has been already informed^ respecting the 
discovery and publication of the original of the following 
work, but it will be proper to state the principal circum- 
stances here. In the year 1789 the 'King of Spain, 
Charles IV. conceived the design of establishing at Cadiz 
a repository and library to contain the historical and sci- 
entific works relating to the Marine, which were known to 
exist in the various collections in the kingdom. For this 
purpose he commissioned Don Martin Fernandez de Nav- 
arrete, an officer of rank in the naval department of the 
realm, to undertake an examination of all the libraries and 
depositories both public and private, in the kingdom, in 
order to obtain copies of works relating to the proposed 
object. In prosecution of this plan, Don Martin began 
the next year to explore the collection of manuscripts in 
the royal library at Madrid, extending his researches at 
times to the archives of the Marquisses of Santa Cruz, 

• ♦ North Americao Review, No. Lllf, and LV. 



17 PREFACE. 

and ViUa Franca, and the Duke of Medinasidonia. He 
afterwards proceeded to examine the royal collections of 
manuscripts at St. Isidore and the Escurial. In the 
course of these inquiries, being in the immediate search 
of the termination to the fabulous narrative of Lorenzo 
Ferrer Maldonado, with a view to make some examina- 
tions respecting its authenticity, he was directed to the 
archives of the Duke del Infantado, where it was under- 
stood, there was a probability that it might be found. In 
his researches in this quarter, he met with two manu- 
scripts which proved on examination to be the fuirratives 
of the first and ikird voyages of Columbus^ 

The disturbed state of the kingdom which followed this 
period, and the official duties which interrupted the enter- 
prise of Don Martin, prevented these valuable discoveries 
form being given to the public till the year 1825, when 
they were by the order of the present King, published at 
Madrid with many other documents, in two volumes, under 
the title of Coleccion de los Viages y Descyhnmientos que 
h^deron por mar los Espaholes desde fines del Siglo XV. etc. 
of which work the following translation forms but a small 
portion. 

This performance thus casually brought to light, we 
cannot hesitate to regard, both as respects the subject and 
the author, as the most valuable and interesting which the 
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researchto for the above-mentioned objeet could have 

offered to us. The manuscript is in the hand-writing of 

Bartolome de las Casas, and is evidently an abridgement 

of the original journal of Columbus, made by this author in 

the course of his labors in compiling his History of the 

Indies. Las Casas possessed a great number of manu- 

scripts written by Columbus, which he made use of as 

materials for his History; this work was brought. down to 

the year 1520, but has never been published, as the gen» 

eral strain of the writer's representations is unfavorable to 

th^ character of the Spaniards. Two original manuscripts 

of the work exist in the library of the Spanish Royal Acad- 

emy of History, and another in the Royal Library. These 

have been turned to great use by the Spanish historians of 

America, in particular Herrera, an examination of whose 

work will render it evident that Las Casas must have made 

copious and particular extracts into his History from the 

i 
journal of Columbus, which indeed appears to be the 

groundwork of the historian's narrative as far as it 

extends. 

' Although the following narration appears, for the most 
part in the shape of an abstract by another hand, from the 
oiiginal diary, yet the reader will perceive that the k>- 
troduction, and other extensive passages of the narrative 
are preserved in the precise words of Columbus. These 
"Will be distinguished from the rest, as th& writer at such 
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limes speaks in his owo person : the other paitSy being* 
probably abridged of OBinteresliiig particnlars and repeti- 
tioDSy are gi^en in the language of the transcriber. 

It will be hardlj necessary to remind the reader that he 
cannot expect to meet in this work with that regular order 
and elaborate execution displayed in modem works upon 
kindred subjects. A book of vojages or travels at the 
present daj is not thought likelj to prore acceptable with 
the public, unless drawn up with a lucid and methodical 
arrangement of matter, and a proper display of taste and 
care in the language. The authors of these writings 
never lose sight of the fact, or rather make it their sole 
contemplation, that the productions of their industry will 
be judged of in the light of literary performances, and this 
consideration demands from them the exercise of a judge- 
ment and skill in the disposition of their matter, and se- 
lection of their language, which it would be both vain and 
tinreasonable to look for in a performance like the follow- 
ing. Nothing was probably farther from the intentions or 
thoughts of Columbus and his transcriber in executing this 
volume, than to make a book ; and nothing could be per- 
formed with a more settled disregard of the idea. Colum- 
bus describes the objects which he saw, and the events 
which occurred from day to day, without essaying to give 
his narrative any greater portion of method or regularity 
than such as was unavoidably connected with the manner 
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of its performanee. The thoughU which strike kfim from 
titoe to time, are entered upon the journal just as they 
happen to occur, whether they relate to the present, past 
or future matters of the voyage y and when subsequent 
events prove them erroneous, he takes no care to go back 
to the place of their insertion to rectify his statements. 
His comments and speculations, as well as many of his 
descriptions, are inserted without reflecting whether any 
part of them have been mentioned before, and oflen at 
times when they do not apply to the portion of the narra- 
tive in which they are introduced. 

It cannot be expected that where so little care is exhib- 
ited in laying out the matter of a work, any great attention 
should l)e p»d to the language ; it is in fact careless and 
incorrect to a high degree. This circumstance, connect- 
ed with the fact that the Spanish work is attended with the 
disadvantages of an incorrect punctuation, an erroneous 
and antiquated orthography, and other imperfections which 
accompany ancient and decayed manuscripts, will it is 
hoped be deemed a sufficient excuse for any errors which 
may be discovered in the following translation. 

Although the translator is sensible that the character of 
the performance might be improved in some respects by 
retrenching and transposing many passages, and render- 
ed more acceptable as to language by a freer interprcta- 
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tion, yet reflecting that such a course would deprive it of 
the distinct and characteristic features of the original^ he 
judged it unadvisable to attempt giving it a shape in any 
•respect different from the Spanish, or to deviate from the 
unambitious simplicity of expression in which the original 
narrative is given, for the purpose of embellishing his lan- 
guage. Except, therefore, in a few cases where the dif- 
fuseness of the writer degenerates into tautology, no lib- 
erties have been taken with the text. Everything relating 
to such a man as Columbus must be valuable and interest- 
ing. His manner of relating the events in which he was 
engaged, and describing the objects he saw^ cannot be in- 
different to OS. The surprise and unmeasured admiration 
he expresse^on viewing the scenes which his discoveries 
^aily opened to his sight, strongly engage our attention. 
His comments and speculations upon every object which 
presented itself, though oilen fanciful and enthusiastical- 
ly extravagant, yet possess a deep interest as exhibiting 
the train of thought which guided him in his undertaking. 
His very repetitions are not without their significance in 
showing the strong and lively impression made upon his 
mind by various circumstances of the voyage. All parts 
of the narrative combine in rendering it of the highest 
yalue, not only as an historical document, but as a means 
of estimating the character of the great discoverer of 

AMERICA. 

Boston, July, 1827. 
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Rome soliciting instructers who might teach him 
our holy faith, and the holy Father had never 
granted his request, whereby great numbers of 
people were lo«t, believing in idolatry and doc- 
trines of perdition.*! Your Highnesses, as Cath- 
olic Christians, andTprinces who love and promote 
the holy Christian faith, and are enemies of the 
doctrine of Mahomet, and of all idolatry and her- 
esy,/determined to send me, Christopher Colum- 
bus, to the above-mentioned countries of India, to 
see the said princes, people, and territories, and to 
learn their disposition and the pr5per method of 
converting them to our holy faith ; and further- 
more directed that I should not proceed by land 
to the East, as is customary, but by a Westerly 
route, in which direction we have hitherto no cer- 
tain evidence that any one has gone. So after hav- 
mg expelled the Jews from your dominions, your 
Highnesses, in the same month of January, order- 
ed me to proceed with a sufficient armament to 
the said regions of India, and for that purpose 
granted me great favors, and ennobled me that 
thenceforth 1 might call myself Don, and be High 
Admiral of the Sea, and perpetual Viceroy and 
Governor in all the islands and continents which 
I might discover and acquire, or which may here- 
after be discovered and acquired in the ocean ; 

* See Note I. at the end of the volume. 
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and that this dignity should be inherited by my 
eldest son, and thus descend from degree to de^ 
gree forever. Hereupon I left the city of Gran- 
ada, on Saturday, the twelfth day of May, 1492, 
and proceeded to Palos, a seaport, where 1 arm- 
ed three vessels, very fit for such an enterprise, 
and having provided myself with abundaiKX) of 
stores and seamen, I set sail from the port, oh 
Friday, the third of August, half an hour before 
sunrise, and steered for the Canary Islands of 
your Highnesses, which are in the said ocean« 
thence to take my departure and proceed till I 
arrived at the Indies, and perform the embassy 
of your Highnesses to (he Princes there, and dis- 
charge the orders given me. For this purpose I 
determined to keep an account of the voyage, and 
to write down punctually every thing we per- 
formed or saw from day to day, as will hereaf- 
ter appear*. Moreover, Sovereign Pnnces, be- 
sides describing every night the occurrences of 
the day, and every day those of the preceding 
night, I intend to draw up a nautical chart, which 
shaU contain the several parts of the ocean and 
land in their proper situations ^ and also to com- 
pose a book to represent the whole by picture with 
latitudes and longitudes, on all which accounts it 
behoves me to abstain from my sleep, and make 
many trials in navigation, which things will de- 
mand much labor. 
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Friday, Aug. 3d, 1492. Set sail from the liar 
xit Saltes^ at 8 o'clock, and proceeded with a 
rtrong breeze till sunset, sixty milest or fifteen 
leagues S. afterwards SW. and S* by W* which 
is the direction of the Canaries. 

Saturday, Aug. 4th. Steered SW. by S. 

Sunday, Aug. 5th« Sailed day and night more 
than forty leagues. 

Monday, Aug. 6th. The rudder of the car- 
avelj: Pinta became loose, being broken or un- 
shipped. It was beliered that this happened by 
the contrivance of Gromez Rascon and Christo- 
plier Quintero, who were on board the caravel, 
because they didiked the voyage. The Admi- 
ral says he had found them in an unfavorable 
disposition before settii^ out. He was in much 
anxiety at not being able* to afibrd any assistance 
in this case, but says that it somewhat quieted 
his apprehensions to know that Martin Alonzo 
Pinzon, Captain of the Pinta, was a man of cour- 
age and capacity. Made a progress, day and 
night, of twenty nine leagues. 

Tuesday, Aug. 7th« The Pinta's rudder again 
broke loose ; secured it, and made for the island 

* Harbour of Palos, a little north of Cadiz. 

t Italian miles, four to the league. 

"l A caravel is a long, single decked vessel, with three 
vasts and latine sails. The Admiral's ship, called the 
Santa Maria, was square-rigged. 
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of LftDzarote, one of the Caanaries. Sailed, d^j 
and night, twenty-five leagues. 

Wednesday, Aug, 8th. There were direrg 
opimcxis among the pilots of the three vessels, as 
to their true situation, and it was found that the 
Adnural was the most correct. His object was 
to reach the island of Grand Canary, and leave 
there the Pinta, she beir^ l^^ky) besides having 
her rudder out of order, and take another vessel 
there, if any one could be had. They were una* 
ble to reach the island that day. 

Thursday, Aug. 9tb. The Admiral did not 
succeed in reaching the island of Gomera till Sun* 
day night. Martin Alonzo remained at Grand 
Canary by command of the Admiral, he being un* 
able to keep the other vessels company. The 
Admiral afterwards returned to Grand Canary^ 
and there with much labor repaired the Plnta^ 
being assisted hy Martin Alonzo and the others ;. 
finally they sailed to Gomera. They saw a giieat 
eruption of flames from the Peak of Teneiiffe ;; / 
which is a lofty mountain. The Pinta which be- 
fore had carried la tine sails, they altered and 
made her square-r^ged. Returned to Oomera,, 
Sunday, Sept. 2d, with the Pinta repaired. 

The Admiral says, that he was assured by 
many respectable Spaniards, inhabitants of tlie 
island of Ferro, who were at Gomera with Doaa 
Inez Peraza, mother of Guillen Peraza, after- 
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wards first Count of Goniera, that they every 
year saw laud to the west of the Canaries ; and 
others of Gomera affirmed the same with the 
like assurances. The Admiral here says that he 
remembers, while he was in Portugal, in 1484, 
there came a person to the King from the inland 
of Madeira, soliciting for a vessel to go in quest 
of land, which he affirmed he saw every year, 
and always of the same ap{iearance. He also 
says that he remembers the same was said by the 
inhabitants of the Azores and described as in a 
similar direction, and of the same shape and size."^ 

* A meteoric appearance observed to the west of the Ca- 
naries occasioned the inhabitants of those islands to imag- 
ine they saw a country in that direction ; it bore' the name 
of the isle of Brandon or BorondoUy and was laid down in all 
the early maps. Saint Brandon or Brandam, was a Bene- 
dictine monk of the sixth century, and according to the 
legend concerning him was, with his companions, seven 
years in pursuit of a western paradisic isle called Ima. The 
inhabitants, also, of Madeira and the Azores, deceived by 
an appearance similar to the above, entertained the belief 
that land existed to the west of them. This belief was 
current from the middle of the fifteenth century, and many 
expeditions were undertaken for the discovery of these 
countries, some of them by the orders of the king of Por- 
tugal. Although they met with no success, the popular 
imagination of the existence of these territories still con- 
tinued. 

Another island by the name of AntiUa was laid down in 
their maps by the Portuguese, westward of Madeira, they 
give the following account of it. In the year 714 when the 
Moors conquered Spain, seven bishops accompanied by a 
number of people sailed to the West, and discovered an 
island, where they landed and burnt their ships, lest any of 
the people should abandon them. They built seven cities 
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Having taken in woodj water^ . meat, and other 
provtsi(His, which had been provided by the meti 
which he left ashore on departing for Grand 

and remained there. Several Portuguese ships afterwards 
sailed thither and never returned home. In the time of 
the lofant Don Henry, a ship arrived at this island, where 
the crew went on shore, and the islanders straightway 
carried them to their church, in order to ascertain whether 
they were catholics, of which fact having satisfied them* 
selves, they entreated them to remain a few days for their 
sovereign, who would rejoice to see them. But those of 
the ship fearing that the inhabitants would bum her, enn 
barked in all haste and returned to Portugal. The sand 
which they found upon the shore of the island was a third 
pait gold. 

To the above may be added the following curious narra» 
tion of Ehn Al Ouardi an Arabian Geographer, who died, 
according to D'Herbelot, in 1348, or according to others, 
in 1446. AAer describing Spain and Portugal, and stating 
that these countries are bordered by- the da'i^k sea, which is 
very dangerous, he adds that eight persons of the city of 
Lisbon, desirous to know what was situated beyond the 
ocean, equipped a vessel with all the necessaries for a long 
voyage, and swore not to return tiil they had penetrated 
to the extremity of the ocean, and arrived at the land oppo- 
site. These navigators sailed eleven days, when they found 
themselves upon a sea without bottom, where the waves 
were high, and the windsdrove them to the j$bt^(^: afler pro- 
ceeding on twelve days longer, they discovered .an island 
which our author calls Dgezirat alghanamy the isle of shecp^ 
because the Arabs found upon it many of these animals, 
which they could not eat for the bitterness of their flesh, 
but contented themselves with tailing the skins. They found 
also a sprhig of fresh water, a supply of which they took on 
hoard and re-embarked. They sailed twelve days more to 
the South and discovered another island, which was inhab- 
ited; the people came in boats and conducted them to a 
house on the shore. They were of a red complexion, and 
tall stature. At the end of three days there came an inter- 
preter who spoke Arabic, he conversed v. ith them upon the 
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Canary to repair the Piota, the Admiral took his 
final departure from Gomera with the three ves- 
sels on Thursday, Sept. Cth. 

Thursday Sept. 6th. Set sail from the har- 
bour of Gomera this morning and shaped their 
course for the voyage. The Admiral learnt 
by a vessel from the island of Ferro, that there 
were three Portuguese earavels cruising about 
there in search of him. This circumstance prob- 
ably originated in the envy of the King of Por- 
tugal, as the Admiral had left him to resort to 
Castile. It was calm the whole day and night ; 
in the morning they found themselves between 
Gomera and Tenerifie. 

subject of their voyage, and went to give an account of 
them to the king of the isle. The king informed them that 
he had likewise sent his men to make discoveries in that 
vast ocean, that they had sailed West for a month, when 
being stopped from proceeding by the great darkness which 
surprised them, they returned without discovering any 
thing. The Arabs afterwards returned to Lisbon, where 
in memory jf this event one of the streets was called At" 
magrurimj or the wanderersj which name it long retained. 
See the Notices et Extraiis des Manuscrils de la JBihliotkeque 
du Roi. T. 2. p. 24. with the remarks of M. de Guignes, 
who draws the following conclusions from the narrative. 
That the Arabs were accustomed to make expeditions of 
discovery far into the Atlantic Ocean. That they probably 
approached very near the continent of America, and with a 
little more perseverance would have arrived there. That 
the red color of the inhabitants of the island, which is that 
of the natives of America, gives a probability to the rela- 
tion. That the island could not be one of the Canaries, 
because the Arabs were acquainted with them. See 
Note II. 
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Friday, Sept. 7th. Calm all Friday, and till 
three o'clock P. M. on Saturday. 

Saturday, Sept. 8th« At three in the afternoon 
the wind rose from the N. E. Steered their 
course W« encountered a strong head sea, which 
impeded their prc^ess. Sailed, day and night, 
tiine leagues. 

Sunday, Sept. 9(h. Sailed this day mneteen 
leagues, and determined to count less than the 
true number, that tt^e crew might not be dis- 
mayed if the voyage should prove long. In the 
night sailed one hundred and twenty miles, at the 
rate of ten miles an hour, which make thirty 
leagues. The sailors steered badly, causing the 
vessels to fall to leeward toward the Northeast, 
for which the Admiral reprimanded them repeat- 
edly. 

Monday, Sept. 10th. This day and night 
sailed sixty leagues, at the rate of ten miles an 
hour, which are two leagues and a half. Reck- 
oned only forty-eight leagues, that the men 
might not be terrified if they should be long upon 
the voyage. 

Tuesday, Sept. 11th. Steered their course 
W. and sailed above twenty leagues ; saw a large 
fragment of the mast of a vessel, apparently of 
a hundred and twenty tons, but could not pick 
it up. In the night sailed about twenty leagues, 

2 
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and reckoned only sixteen, for the cause above 
stated. 

Wednesday, Sept. 12th, This day steering 
their course, sailed day and night thirty-three 
leagues, and reckoned less, for the same cause. 

Thursday, Sept. 13th. This day and night 
sailed W. thirty-three-leagues, and reckoned 
three or four less. The currents were against 
them. At the fii*st of the evening this day, the 
needles varied to the N. W- and the next morn- 
ing about as much in the same direction. 

Friday, Sept. 14th. Steered this day and night 
W. twenty leagues; reckoned somewhat less* 
The crew of the Nina stated that thev had seen 
digrajaoy and a tropic bird, or water-wagtail, which 
birds never go farther than twenty-five leagues 
from the land. 

Saturday, Sept. 15th. Sailed day and night, 
W. twenty-seven leagues and more, in the be- 
ginning of the night saw a remarkable bolt of fire 
fail into the sea at the distance of four or five 
leagues. 

Sunday, Sept 16th. Sailed day and night, W. 
thirty-nine leagues, and reckoned only thirty six. 
Some clouds arose and it drizzled. The Admi- 
ral here says that from this time they experien- 
ced very pleasant weather, and that the mornings 
were most delightful, wanting nothing but the 
melody of ihe nightingales. He compares the 
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weather to that of Andalusia in April. Here 
they began to meet with large patches of weeds 
veiy green, and which appeared to have been 
recently washed away from the land; on which 
account they all judged themselves to be near 
some island,"^ though not a continent, according 
to the opinion of the Admiral, who says, ' the 
continent we shall find further ahead.^ 

Monday, Sept. 17th. Steered W. and sailed, 
day and night, above fifty leagues; wrote down 
only forty-seven; the current favored them. 
They saw a great deal of weed which proved 
to be rock-weed, it came" from the W. and they 
met with it very frequently. They were of opin- 
ion that land was near. The pilots took the sun's 
amplitude, and found that the needles varied to 
the N. W. a whole point of the compass; the 
seamen were terrified, and dismayed without 
saying why. The Admiral discovered the 
cause, and ordered them to fake the amplitude 
again the next morning, when they found that 
the needles were true ; the cause was, that the 
star moved from its place, while the needles 
remained stationary.! At dawn they saw many 
more weeds, apparently river, weeds, and among 

* They were, in fact, at this time in the neighborhood 
of a shoal afterwards discovered. 

t It is hardly necessary to remark that this explanation 
of the phenomenon was invented by Columbus to quiet 
the apprehensions of his crews. 
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them a lire crab, which the Admiral kept^ and 
Bajs that these are sure signs of land, being neyer 
found eighty leagues out at sea. They found 
the sea-water less salt since they left the Ca- 
naries, and the air more mild. They were alt 
very cheerful, and strove which vessel should out- 
sail the others, and be the first to discover land ; 
they saw many tunnies, and the crew of the 
Nina killed one. The Admiral here says that 
these signs were from the west, ^ where I hope 
that high God in whose hand is all victory 
will speedily direct us to land.' This morning 
he says he saw a white bird called a water-wag- 
tail, or tropic bird, which does not sleep at sea.. 
Tuesday, Sept. 18th. Continued their course,, 
and sailed day and night more than fifty-five 
leagues; wrote down only forty-eight. AM 
this time they had experienced fair weather, 
and sailed as they would have done upon the 
river at Seville. This day Martin Alonzo in 
the Pinta which was a swift sailer, ran ahead 
of the other vessels, he having informed the Ad- 
miral that he had seen great flocks of birds 
towards,the W. and that he expected that night 
to reach land; for this reason he kept on ahead 
of the others. A great mass of dark, heavy 
clouds appeared in the north, which is a sign of 
being near the land. 
Wednesday, Sept. I9th. Continued on, and 
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sailed, daj and night twenty-five leagues, expe^ 
riencing a calm. Wrote down t wen tj-t wo. 
This day at ten o'clock a pelican came on board, 
and in the evenii^ another ; these birds are not 
accustomed to go twenty leagues from land. It 
drizzled without windy which is a sure sign of 
land. The Admiral was unwillii^ to remain 
here, beating about in search of land, but he 
held it for certain that there were islands to the 
North and Souths which in fact was the case 
and he was sailing in the midst of them.* His 
wish was to proceed on to the Indies, having 
such fair weather, for if it please God, as the 
Admiral says, we shall examine these parts upon 
our return. Here the pilots found their places 
upon the chart: the reckoning of the Nina 
made her four hundred and forty leagues distant 
from the Canaries, that of the Pinta four hundred 
and twenty, that of the Admiral foar hundred^t 
Thursday, Sept. 20th. Steered W. by N. 
varying with alternate changes of the wind and 
calms ; made seven or eight leagues progress. 
Two pelicans came on board, and afterwards 
another, — a sign of the ne^hborhood of land. 
Saw krge quantities of weeds to day, though 

*= It does not appear what islands Las Casas refers to 
in the ahove remark ; they were at thi» time nearly in the 
centre ofthe Atlantic ocean. Breakers were discovered 
about this spot in 1802, but no land has ever been seen 
in the neighborhood. 

•f Their true distance. 
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none was observed yesterday. Caught a bird 
similar to digrajao; it was a river and not a ma- 
rine bird, with feet like those of a gull. To- 
wards night two or three land birds came to the 
ship, singing ; they disappeared before sunrise. 
Afterwards saw a pelican coming from W. N. W. 
and flying to the S. W ; an evidence of land to the 
westward, as these birds sleep on shore, and go 
to sea in the morning in search of food, never 
proceeding twenty leagues from the land. 

Friday, Sept. 2 1st. Most of the day calm^ 
afterwards a little wind. Steered their course 
day and night, sailing less than thirteen leagues. 
In the morningfound such abundance of weeds 
that the ocean seemed to be covered with them ; 
they came from the west. Saw a pelican; 
the sea smooth as a river, and the finest air io 
the world. Saw a whale, an indication of land, 
as they always keep near the coast. 

Saturday, Sept. 22d Steered about W. N. W. 
varying their course, and making thirty leagues 
progress. Saw few weeds. Some pardeUis* 
were seen, and another bird. The Admiral 
here says, ^ this head wind was very necessary to 
me^for my crew had grown miich alarmed, dread- 
ing that they never should meet in these seas with a 
fair wind to return to Spain.^ Part of the day 
saw no weeds, afterwards great plenty of it. 

*■ A bird about the size of a pigeon. 
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Sunday, Sept. 23d. Sailed N. W. and N- W. by 
N. and at times W. nearly twenty-two leagues.^ 
Saw a turtle dove, a pelican, a river bird, and 
other white fowl; — weeds in abundance with 
crabs among them. The sea being smooth and 
tranquil, the sailors murmured, saying, that they 
had got into smooth water, where it would never 
blow to carry them back to Spain ; but afterwards 
the sea rose without wind, which astonished 
them. The Admiral says on this occasion * the 
rising of the sea was very favorable to m«, as it 
happened formerly to Moses when he led the Jews 
from Egypt.^ 

Monday, Sept, 24th. Continued their course 
W. $ind sailed day and night fourteen leagues 
and a half; reckoned twelve ; a pelican came 
to the ship, and they saw many pardelas. 

Tuesday, Sept 25th. Very calm this day ; 
afterwards the wind rose. Continued their 
course W. till night. The Admiral held a con- 
versation with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, captain of 
the Pinta, respecting a chart which the Admiral 
had sent him three days before, in which it ap- 
pears he had marked down certain islands in 
that sea •^ Martin Alonzo was of opinion that 

* This chart drawn by Columbus, seems to have been a 
copy of one sent to Lisbon in 1474 by Paul Toscanelli a 
Florentine astronomer; it was a chart of the Atlantic 
Ocean with the islands and countries of India in the west. 
See Note I. 
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tbej were in their neighborhood, and thm Ad- 
miral replied that he thought the same, but as 
they had not met with them, it must have been 
owing to the currents which had carried them 
to the NE. and that thej bad not made such 
progress as the pilots stated. The Admiral di> 
rected him to return the chart, when he traced 
their course upon it in presence of the pilot and 
sailors. 

At sunset MaMin Alonzo called out with great 
joj from his vessel that he saw land, and de- 
manded of the Admiral a reward for his intel- 
ligence. The Admiral says, when he heard him 
declare this, he fell on his knees and returned 
thanks to God, and Martin Alonzo with hie crew 
repeated Gloria in excdsis Deo^ as did the crew 
of the Admiral. Those on board the Nina a»* 
cended the rigging, and all declared they saw 
land. The Admiral also thought it was land^ 
and about twenty-five leagues distant. They 
remained all night repeating these affirmations, 
and the Admiral ordered their course to be 
shifted from W. to SW. where the land appear-^ 
ed to lie. They sailed that day four leagues and 
a half W. and in the night seventeen leagues 
SW. in all twenty-one and a half: told the crew 
thirteen leagues, making it a point to keep them 
from knowing how far they had sailed ; in this 
manner two reckonings were kept, the shorter 
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onefalsified, and the other being the true account 
The sea was very smooth and many of the sail- 
lors went in it to bathe, saw many dories and 
other fish. 

Wednesday, Sept. 26th. Continued their 
course W. till the afternoon, then SW. and dis- 
covered that what they had taken for land was 
nothing but clouds. Sailed, day and night, thirty- 
one leagues; reckoned to the crew twenty-four. 
The sea was like a river, the air soft and mild. 
Thursday, Sept. 27th. Continued their 
course W. and sailed, day and night, twenty-four 
leagues, reckoned to the crew twenty. Saw 
many dories, and killed one. Saw a tropic bird. 

Friday, Sept. 28th. Continued their course 
West, and sailed, day and night with calms, four- 
teen leagues, reckoned thirteen; met with a 
few weeds ; caught two dories, and the other 
vessels more. 

Saturday, Sept. 29th. Continued their course 
W. and sailed twenty-four leagues ; reckoned to 
ihe crew twenty-one. On account of calms made 
little progress this day. Saw a bird called Rabt" 
horcado^ which forces the pelicans to disgorge 
what they have swallowed, and then devours it ; 
this is its only way of providing food ; it is a mar- 
ine bird, but never alights at sea, nor goes twenty 
leagues from land; there are many of them in 
the Cape Verd islands. Afterwards there caipe 

3 
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tyv.o pelicaas. The air wa3 soft and refre^ng, 
0Dd the 4<lu)ir^l sajs nothiog was wantiiig bfrt 
.the sinolog of the pightiogale; the sea smooth 
as a river. Three times they saw three peli- 
cans, aud a ^abihorcado. Mf^J weeds ap- 
peared- 

Sunday, Sept. 30th. Continued their cowipe 
W. and sailed day and night in calms, fourteen 
leagues; reckoned eleven. Four tropic^biird^ 
cs^pae to the ship, which is a very clear ^ign ^f 
Und, fpr so many birds of one sort together, 9how 
that they are not straying about haying k^t 
themselves. Twice, saw two pelicans; many 
fveed^. The constellation called LasGuardiqs^ 
,which at evening appeared in a westeriyt di- 
rection, w^s seen in the NE. the ^ext morn- 
ing, making no naore prepress in a night of piqe 
hours, this was the case every night, as says the 
Admiral. At night the needles varied a poin^ 
towards the N W. in the morning they were true, 
,|py which it appears that the polar star moves, 
like the others, and the needles are always right. 

Monday, Oct. 1st. Continued their course 
W. and sailed twenty-;five leagues; reckoned to 
the crew twenty. Experienced a heavy shower. 

* Charles's Wain. 

•j* Probably an error for NoHherhj^ which is the state- 
ment in the Biography of Columbus, by his son, Don Fer- 
nando, who relates this circumstance. 
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lE*he p^ of the Adtniraf li^g^H' to fbdr' iUi 
HoioTm^ that t£ej were five hundred' arid seVeo- 
tj-eigtit kagufeg Wedt of the inland' of Ferra* 
The short reckonit]g \tUich the Admiral sho\te(^ 
his ere W)' gave fitre Hundred and eighty-four^ but^ 
the true one whichhe kept to himself ^^^^as seveo' 
hundred and seiiien leagues. 

Tuesday, Oct. 2d. Continued* their course W. 
day and liight, thirty-nine leafgues '; reckoned to 
the crew thirty ;the sea ever smooth and favor- 
abliBi ^ Muny thanks be to God^ says the Adin>» 
tfal here. Weeds catne from the K. towardis the 
W. the contrary to what they had before ob- 
served. Saw many fish and took one. A white 
bird, which appeared to be a gull, waa seen. 

Wednesday, Oct. 3d. Contin^d their accus- 
tomed course, and sailed forty-seven leagues; 
reckoned to the crew forty. tAdiny pctrdelas ap- 
peared, and great quantities of weed, some of it 
old, and some very fresh, which appeared to con<- 
tain fruit. S^w no other birds. The Admiral 
believed they, had . passed the islands contained 
10 his chart H^re the Admirals says that he 
was unwilling to stay beating up and down the 
week before, when they had sa many signs of 
land, though he knew there were islands in that 
quarter, because his wish was to proceed onward 
to the Indies, and to linger on the way he thought ^ 
would' be unwise. 
Thursday, Oct. 4tb. Continued their course 
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W. Sailed day and night, sixty-three leagues, and 
reckoned to the crew forty-six* There came to 
the ship above forty pardehs in a flock, with two: 
pelicans ; a boy on board the caravel hit one of 
them with a stone. A rabihorcado came to the 
ship, and a white bird like a gull. 

Friday, October 5th. Continued their course 
and sailed eleven miles an hour ; day and night ; 
fifty*«even leagues, the wind abating in the night, 
reckoned to the crew forty-five. Fine weather 
and the sea smooth. 'Many thianks to Godj 
says the Admiral. The air soft and temperate ; 
no weeds; many pardelas viere seen, and swal- 
low-fishes in great numbers came on board. 

Saturday, Oct. 6tb. Continued their course 
W. and sailed forty leagues day«and night; reck- 
oned to the crew thirty-three. This night Marr 
tin Alonzo gave it as his opinion that they had 
belter steer from W. to SW. The Admiral 
thought from this that Martin Alonzo did not 
wish to proceed onward to Cipango ;* but he 

* Zipangri or Japan, the name given to this island by 
Marco Polo, a Venetian, who travelled into the east during 
the thirteenth century. The most extravagant accounts of 
the riches of this country were given by the writers of that 
age, and its situation being placed by the geographers of 
the time, at the eastern extremity of India, Columbus, 
who expected by sailing west, to arrive there, naturally 
imagined that Cipango was the part of that country near- 
est to the west of Europe. 

Martin Behaim or Behem, a German, who aflbej'wards 
entered into the service of the King of Portugal, construct- 
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considered it best to keep on his course, as he 
should probably reach thejand sooner in that di- 
rection, preferring to visit the continent first, and 
then the islands. , 

Sunday, Oct, 7th. Continued their course W. 
and sailed twelve miles an hour, for two hours, 
then eight miles an hour. Sailed till an hour 
after sunrise, twenty-three leagues ; reckoned to 
the crew eighteen. At sunrise the caraTcl Nina, 
who kept ahead on account of her swiftness in 
mailing, while all the vessels were striving to out- 
sail one another, and gain the reward promised 
by the King and Queen by first^discovering land 
— hoisted a flag at her mast head, and fired a lorn- 
barda^* as a signal tliat she had discovered land, 
for the Admiral had given orders to that effect. 
He had also ordered that the ships should keep 
in close company at sunrise and sunset, as the air 
was more favorable at those times for seeing at 

ed at Nuremberg in 1492, a terrestrial globe, of which a 
representation of that part comprising the Atlantic ocean 
may be seen in Ciadera's Investigaciones Historicas. 
Southwest of the Azores is marked down the island of An- 
tilia. Southwest of the Cape Verd islands, near the equa- 
tor, the island of St. Brandon^ Directly West from the 
Canaries, near the continent of India^ is drawn a very 
large island with these notices, ^ Cfiparigu,^ ^ En esia isla 
creeen las H^edas ; Hay Syrenaa en el mar,^ ^ Se adoran 
lo8 Idolos*^ &cJ &c. A vast number' of isles large and 
small are scattered to the North, South, and West of this 
spot. 

*A sort of cannon, first brought from Lombardy, 
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h distance. Towaffdfl^ ^reikAg seeing netlking ot 
the land ivhicb the Nifia had made siglialli for, 
ai^ obsenring large flocks of birds cottiing from^ 
the N. and making for the SW. whereby it Was* 
rendered probable that thejF iitere eitb(et» goi^^g 
t(D land to pass the^ nighty or abandoning the coun* 
tvies of the Norths on adcoant of the approaching 
winter, he determined to alter his course, know- 
ii^ also that the Portuguese had di^corered ttiost 
Off the islands thej possessed by attending to the 
flight of birdsr The Admiral accordingly shifted 
his course from W. to WS W. with a resolMioo 
to continue two dayein that dinsction. ^Bhis was 
done about an> hour after sunset Sailed in the 
night nearly fire le^^es^ and twenty-three in the 
day. In all twenty-eight 

Monday, Oct. 8th. Steered WS W. and sailed^ 
day and night eleven or twelre leag^s ; at times 
during the night, fifteen miles an hour, if the ac* 
count can be depended upon. Found the sea 
like the Firer at Seville, ^ thanks ta God^ says the 
Admiral. The air soft as that of Seville in 
April, and so fragrant that it wa& delicious to 
breathe it. The weeds appeared very fresh. 
Maay land birds, one of which they took, flying- 
to wards the SW. also gra;ao«, ducks, aod a peli- 
can were seen. 

Tuesday, Oct. 9th. Sailed SW. five leagues^ 
when the wind changed, and they stood W. by 



1^. four ipBgae^ Sailed iq the flf hol^i 4^^ pnd 
flight^ tweptylef^ps ap4 ^ b^l^ reokooed tQ 
tb^ crei^ seTeiUee^. 4li iHght l^^%jr4 birdi 

WedQH«^y»OpN ipth. -Sle^ried WiSW.and 
milfid ^|t t^es te^ iuile# ^fi faonir, at oiher9 
t^i^ehrej ^^d ^ ^^era, 9efrep; daj apd pighi 
Ipia4e fijfljr-ntne j^aguee prpgreos ; ^wkw^^ to the 
cre^w but ^rtjrrfoifi^. Hepfs tb^ iqpn lost aU pa^ 
tjjejQQe, aAcI coipplai^ed of tlie leogtb of the tojti 
age, but (the Ad^if^l ^enpquFaged this(» in the 
best maimer l^js (rOi^ld, rppreaentiiig the profits 
tb,ey :H9ere about ^o acquire, and addingi that It 
^aa to DO pprpo^ t^ cpoiplairi, h^fog PPW^ ^Q 
fai^ thej bad lyot^iog tp do but ppntif^^ oq tQ 
^he (ndies, till with the \}p\p pf oiur Lprd? they 
should arrive ther^*"*^ 

* This period is near the date qt th^ ocpurrenqe, 
which, on the authority of Oviedo, has been related id 
npio^ of the OMndf rn i^ccoiint^ pf i^if 4iscoyery-^pamely 
that Columbus found himself so embarrassed and pressed 
by the mutiny of his crew, Who were 'terrified at the length 
^f the yoyage, that he was obliged tp entef iato an agree- 
ment with then), that in c^sp land should not be cjiscovered 
within three days, he would abandon the enterprise, and 
return to Spain. Not the slightest hint of such a circum- 
stance is to be found in this jourual, nor is there any im- 
aginable reason for the suppression of the fact by Colum- 
bus, had it really occurred. Las Casas certainly would 
Qot have omitted so important an item in making his ab- 
stract, and this was evidently drawn up from the diary of 
Columbus, written &om day to day 9 and not from a narra- 
tive executed after bis return to Spain, in which an omis- 
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Thursday, Oct, lltb. Steered WSW. ; and 
encountered a heayier eea than they had met 
with before in the whole voyage. Saw parde- 
las and a green rush near the vessel. The crew 
of the Pinta saw a cane and a Ic^ ; they also 
picked up a stick which appeared to have been 
carved with an iron tool, a piece of cane, a plant 
which grows on land, and a board. The crew 
of the Nina saw other signs of land, and a stalk 
loaded with rose berries. These signs encourag- 
ed them, and they all grew cheerful. Sailed 
this day till sunset, twenty-seven leagues. 

After sunset steered their original course W. 
and sailed twelve miles an hour till two hours 
after midnight, going ninety miles, which sfre 
twenty-two leagues and a half; and as the Pinta 
was the swiftest sailer, and kept ahead of the 
Admiral, she discovered land and made the sig- 
nals which had been ordered. The land was 
first seen by a sailor called Rodrigo de Triana, 
although the Admiral at ten o'clock that evening 
standing on the quarter-deck saw a light, but so 
small a body that he could not affirm it to be 

sion of this sort might be more easily accounted for. Nei- 
ther Herrera nor Don Fernando who give very minute re- 
lations of the occurrences of the voyage, make any mention 
of it. Munoz adverts to the circumstance, but appears 
evidently inclined to disbelieve it. Robertson has admitted 
the account into his History, but it seems, upon the whole,-^ 
not to be entitled to credit. 
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land ; calling to Pero Gutierrez^ groom of the 
King's wardrobe, he told hioi he save a light, and 
bid him look that way, which he did and saw it ;. 
be did. the same to Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, 
whom the King and Queen had sent with the 
squadron as comj^roller, but he was unable to 
see it from his situation. The Admiral again 
perceived it once or twice, appearing like the 
light of a wax candle moving up and down, which 
some thought an indication of land. But the 
Admiral held it for certi^in that land was near ; 
for which reason, after they had said the Salve 
which the seamen are accustomed to repeat and 
chant after their fashion, the Admiral directed 
them to keep a strict watch upon the forecastle 
and look out diligently for land, and to him who 
should first discover it he promised a silken 
jacket, besides the reward which the King and 
Queen had offered, which was an annuity of ten 
thousand maravedis. At two o'cloqk in the 
morning, the land was discovered, at two leagues 
distance ; they took in sail and remained under 
the square-sail lying to till day, which was Friday, 
when they found themselves near a small island, 
one of the Lucayos, called in the jndian language 

* The reward for the discovery was adjudged by the 
King and Qaeen to be justly due to Columbus, as he was 
the first who saw the light. The annuity of 10,000 mara- 
vedis was therefore punctually paid him through the rest 
of bis life . 
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. Guanahani.* Presently they descried people, 
naked, and the Admiral landed in the boat, which 
was armed, along with Martin Alonzo Pinzoo, 
and Vincent Yanez his brother, captain of the 
Nina. The Admiral bore the royal standard, 
and the two captains each a banner of the Green 
Cross, which all the ships had carried; this con- 
tained the initials of the names of the King and 
Queen each side of the cross, and a crown over 
each letter. Arrived on shore, they saw trees 
very green, many streams of water, and diverse 
sorts of fruitss. The Admiral called upon the 

* The island first discovered has been hitherto generally 
supposed to be that now called St. Salvador, or Cat Island, 
between 24 and 25 degrees north latitude. But upon an 
examination of the journal of Columbus, it will appear that 
his general course from the discovery of the first land, 
was West till he arrived at the Island 6f Cuba. Had this 
route been taken from the Island of St. Salvador, the in- 
numerable reefs and keys upon the Grreat Bahama Bank 
would have obstructed his way. Nor would the course 
which he appears to have steered, have conducted him to 
the port of Nip6 in Cuba, the part of the island first reach- 
ed by him, had that course commenced at St. Salvador. 
Add to this, that his description of the island does not suit 
that place, nor, as far as can be made out with any accu- 
racy, do the bearings and distances of the other islands from 
the one first visited, agree with the neighborhood of the sup- 
posed spot of the discovery. 

- It seems probable that the island in question is the one 
now called Grand Turk, or Turk's Island: this opinion is 
sustained by the description of Columbus, statmg it to be fiat^ 
without any lofly eminence, surrounded by a reef of rocks, 
and with a lake in the ^centre, all which circumstances, es- 
pecally the last, point out this pla^e. The course after- 
wards pursued by the ships on leaving it, agrees also with 
the direction in which it lies from the others* 
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two Captains, and the rest of the crew who land- *" 
ed, as also to Rodrigo de Escovedo notary of 
the fleet, and Rodrigo Sanchez, of Segovia, to 
bear witness that he before all others took pos- 
session (as in fact he did) of that island for the 
King and Queen his sovereigns, making the re« 
quisite declarations, which are more at large set 
down here in writing. Numbers of the people 
of the island straightway collected together. 
Here follow the precise words of the Admi- 
ral. *As I saw that they were very friend- 
ly to us, and perceived that they could be much 
more easily converted to our holy faith by gen- 
tle means than by force, I presented them 
with some red caps, and strings of beads to wedr 
upon the neck, and many other trifles of small 
value, wherewith they were much delighted, and 
became wonderfully attached to us. Afterwai'ds 
they came swimming to the boats, bringing par- 
rots, balls of cotton thread, javelins and many 
other things which they exchanged for articles 
we gave them, such as glass beads, and hawk's 
bells ; which trade was carried, on with the ut- 
most good will. But they seemed on the whole 
to me, to be a very poor people. They all go 
completely naked, (^ven the women, though I 
saw but one girl. All whom I saw, were young, 

Munoz, in his History of the New World, gives it as 
his opinion that the land first discovered, was that now 
called Watling's island, but does not subjoin his reasons; 
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not above thirty years of age, well made, with 
fioe shapes and faces; their hair short, and 
coarse like that of a horse's tail, combed toward 
the forehead, except a small portion which they 
suffer to hang down behind, and nerer cut. Some 
paint themselres with blacky which makes them 
appear like those of the Canaries, neither black 
nor white ;^thers with White, others with red, 
and others with stich colors as they can find. 
Some paint the face, and some the whole body ; 
others only the eyes, and others the no8e» 
Weapons they have none, nor are acquainted 
with them, for I showed them swords which 
they grasped by the blades, and cut themselves 
through ignorance. They have no iron, their 
javelins being without it, and nothing more than 
sticks, though some have fish*bones or other 
things at the ends. They are all of a good size 
and stature, and handsomely formed./ I saw 
some with scars of wounds upon their bodies, and 
demanded by signs the cause of them ; they an- 
swered me in the same way, that there came peo- 
ple from the other islands in the neighborhood 
who endeavored to make prisoners of them, and 
they defended themselves. I thought then, and 
still believe, that these were from the ccmtinent 
( It appears to me, that the people are ingenious, 
and would be good servants Jand I am of opinion 
that they would very readily become Christians, 
as they appear to have no religioa They very 
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quickly learn such words as are spoken to them. 
If it please our Lord, I intend at my return to 
earry home m. of them to your Hi^hnesses^ that 
they may leam cur lai^uage. I eaw no beasts 
hi the islafidy nor aay sort of animals except par# 
rotsi These are the words of the Admiral.'''' 

Saturday9(6ot 13^ ^ At day-^break great 
multitudes of men cam^ to the shore, all young 
and of fine shapes, very handsome ; their^hait ti6t 
curled but straight and coarse like horse*hair, 
and all with foreheads and heads much broadef 
than any people I had hitherto seen ; their ey^ 
were large and very beautifiil ^ they w^re not 
black, but the colour of the inhabiti»its of the 
Canariesy^which is a very natural circumstanice, 
they beii^ in the same latitude with the islatid 
id Ferro in the Canaries. (They were stra^bt- 
limbed without exception, ind not with prominent 
bellies but handsomely shaped. > They came to 
the ship in canoes, made of a single trunk of a 
tree, wrought in a wonderful manner cbnsiderii^ 
the country ^ some of them large enough to con* 
tain forty or forty-fiye men, others dF different 
si^es down to those fitted to hold but a ^single 
person*. Tfa^y rowed with an t>ar like a baker's 
peel, aad wonderfully swift If they happen to 
upset, they all jump into the sea, and swim tift 
they haye righted tlieir canoe and emptied it 

* The narration is continued in ColqmbMs's own words, 
tbCfct.««h. 
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with the calabashes they carry with them. They 
catne loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, jayelins^ 
and other things too numerous to mention ; these 
they exchanged for whatever we chose to give 
them. I was very attentive to them, and strove 
to learn if they had any gold. Seeing some of 
them with little bits of this metal hanging at their 
noses, I gathere<^ from them by signs that by 
going southward or steering round the island io 
that direction, there would be found a king who 
possessed large vessels of gold, and in great quan- 
tities. 1 endeavored to procure them to lead the 
way thither, but found they were unacquainted 
with the route. I determined to stay here till 
,^ihe evening of the next day, and then sail for the 
SW. for according to what I could learn from 
them, there was land at the S. as well as at the 
SW. and NW. and those from the NW. came 
many times and fought with them and proceeded 
on to the SW. in search of gold and precious 
stones. (This is a large and level island, with 
trees extremely flourishing, and streams of water ; 
there is a large lake in the middle of the island, 
but no mountains : the whole is completely cover- 
ed with verdure and delightful to behold.^ The 
natives are an inofi*ensive people, and so desirous 
to possess any thing they saw with us, that they 
kept swimmbg off* to the ships with whatever 
they could find, and readily bartered for any ar- 
4icle we saw fit to give them in return, even such 
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as broken platters and fragments of glass. I saw 
in this manner sixteen balls of cotton thread _^ 
which weighed above twenty-five pounds, given 
for three Portuguese ceutis.* This traffic I for- 
bade, and suffered no one to take their cotton 
from them, unless I should order it to be procured 
for your Highnesses, if proper quantities could 
be met with. It grows in this island, but from ^^■ 
my short stay here I could not satisfy myself 
fully concerning it ; the gold, also, which they 
wear in their noses, is found here,{Dut not to lose 
time, I am determined to proceed onward and as- 
certain whether I can reach Cipanffo.^ At night //>^^'*-'^^^ 
they ail went on shore with their canoes. 

Sunday, Oct. (l^h. In the morning, I ordered 
the boats to be got ^^eady, and^oasted along the . 
island/toward the NNE. to examine that part of 
it, we having landed first at the eastern part. 
(Presently we discovered two or three villages, 
and the people all came down to the shore, call- 
ing out to us, and giving thanks to God. Some 
brought us water, and others victuals : others see- 
ing that I was not disposed to land, plunged into 
the sea and swam out to us^ and we perceived 
that they interrogated us if we had como from 
heaven. An old man came on board my boat ; 
the others, both men and women cried with loud 

*• A coin \rorth lesa than a mill. 
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Toices — ^ Come and see the men who hiwe camefiom 
hetwm. Bring them vietutUe and drink.^ There 
came many of both sexes, every ope briDgic^ 
something, giying thanks to God, prostratii^ 
themselves on the earth, and lifting up their 
bands to heaven. They called out to us loudly 
to come to land, but I was apprehensive on ac:^ 
count of a reef of rocks, which surrounds the 
whole island/although within there is. depth of 
water and room sufficient for all the ships of 
Christendom, with a very narrow entrance. 
There are some shoals w^ithinside,. but the water 
is as smooth as a pond. It was to view these 
parts that I set out in the morning, for I wished 
to give a complete relation to your Highnesses, 
as also to find where a fort might be built* I disr 
covered a tongue of land which appeared like an 
island though it was not, but might be cut through 
and made so in two days; it contained six houses^ 
I do not however see the necessity of fortifying 
the place, as the people here are simple in war- 
like matters, as your Highnesses will see by those 
seven which I have ordered to be taken and car- 
ried to Spain in order to learn our language and 
return, unless your Highnesses should choose to 
have them ail transported to Castile, or held 
captive in the island. ^I could conquer the whole 
of them with fifty men, and govern them as I 
pleased. Near the islet I have mentioned were 
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grov^ of trees, the most beautiful I hare eyer 
seen, with their foliage as rerdant^s we see in 
Castile in April and May. There were also many 
streams. After having taken a survey of these 
parts^/l returned to the ship, and setting sail, dis- 
covered such a number of islands that I knew 
not which first to visit ; the natives whom I had 
taken on board, informed me by signs that there 
were so many of them that they could not be 
numbered ; they repeated the names of more 
than a hundred. I determined to steer for the 
larg^t^which is about five leagues from San Sal- 
vador; the others were some at a greater, and 
some at a less distance from that island. ^They 
are all very level, without mountains, exceeding- 
ly fertile and populous, the inhabitants living at 
war with one another, although a simple race, 
and with delicate bodies./ 

^ Monday, Oct. (idlth. Stood off and on during 
the night, determining not to come to anchor till 
momii^, fearing to meet with shoals ; continued 
our course in the morning ; . and as the island was 
found to be six or seven leagues distant, and the 
tide was against us, it was noon when we arrived 
there."^ I found that part of it towards San Sal- 
vador extending from N. to S. five leagues, and 
the other side which (we coasted along, ran from 

* Probably Grand Cayco. 
f) 
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E. to W. Qiore than ten leagues^ From this island 
/espyiog a still larger one to the W. I set sail in 
that direction and kept on till night without reach- 
ing the western extremity of the island, where* I 
gave it the name op^Santa Maria de la dmap^ 
don* About sunset we anchored near the cape 
which terminates the island towards the W. to en- 
quire for gold, for the natives we had taken from 
San Salvador told me that the people here wore 
golden bracelets upon their arms and legs. I 
believed pretty confidently that they had invent- 
ed this story in order to find means to escape from 
us, stiiyi determined to pass none of these islande 
without taking possession,^ because being once 
taken^ it would answer for all times. We an- 
chored and remained till Tuesday, when at day- 
break/1 went ashore with the boats armed. The 
people we found naked like those of San Salva- 
dor, and of the same disposition. They suffered 
us to traverse the island, and gave us what we 
asked of thcm.y As the wind blew S.E. upon 
the shore where the vessels lay, I determined 
not to remain, and set out for the ship. ^A large 
canoe being near the caravel Nina, one of the San 
Salvador natives leaped overboard and swam to 
her;*^nother had made bis escape the night 
before^) the canoe being reached by the fugitive, 
the natives rowed for the laud too swiftly to be 
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OTertaken ; h&viing latided, some oi* my m en 
went ashore id pursuit of them, whea they 
dbandoned the canoe and ied with precipi- 
tation ; the canoe which they had left waB 
brought on board the Nina, where from another 
<]uarter had arnred a small canoe with a sii^lig 
man, who came to barter Bome cotton ; some cff 
the sailors findit^ him unwilling to go on boand 
the TesBcl, jumped into the sea and took him. t 
was upmi the quarter deck of nsy ^hip, and see- 
ing the whole, sent for him, and gare him a red 
^ap, put some glass beads upixi his arms, and two 
liawk's bells upon bis ears. 1 then ordered his 
canoe to be returned to him, and despatched him 
back to land. 

I now set sail for the other large island to the 
W. and gave orders for the canoe which the 
Nina had in tow to be set adrift. { had refused 
to receive the cotton from the native whom I 
«ent on shore, although he pressed it upon me. I 
looked out after him and saw upon his landing 
that the others all ran to meet him with much 
wonder. It appeared to them that we were honest 
peofde, and that the man who had escaped from 
us had done us some injury, for which we kept 
him in custody. It was in order to favor this notion 
that lordered the canoe to be set adrift, and gave 
the man the presents abovementioned, that when 
joUv Highnesses send another expedition to these 
parts it may meet with a friendly reception. All 
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I gave the man was not worth four marayedis. 
We set sail about ten o'clock, with the wind S. 
E. and stood southerly for the island I mentioned 
above, which is a very large one, and where ao 
cordii^ to the account of the natives on board, 
there is much gold, the inhabitants wearing it in 
bracelets upon their arms, legs, and necks, as well 
as in their ears and at their noses. This island 
is nine leagues distant from Santa Maria in a 
westerly direction. This part of it extends from 
N.W, to S.E. and appears to be twenty-eight 
leagues long, very level, without any mountains, 
like San Salvador and Santa Maria, having a good 
shore and not rocky, except a few ledges under 
water, which renders it necessary to anchor at 
some distance, although the water is very clear, 
and the bottom may be' seen. Two shots of a 
lonibarda from the land, the water is so deep that 
it cannot be sounded ; this is the case in all these 
islands. They are all extremely verdant and fer- 
tile, with the air agreeable, and probably contain 
many things of which I am ignorant, not inclinii^ 
to stay here, but visit other islands in search of 
gold. And considering the indications of it among 
the natives who wear it upon their arms and legs, 
and having ascertained that if is the true metal 
by showing them some pieces of it which I have 
with me, I cannot fail, with the help of our Lord 
to find the place which produces it. 
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Being at sea, about midway between Santa 
Maria and the large island, winch I name Fe^^ 
nandina^ we met a man in a canoe going from 
Santa Mar ia to Femandina ; . he bad with him a 
piece of the bread which the natives make, as 
big as one-8 fist^ a calabash of water, a quantity 
of reddish earth, pulrerised and afterwards 
kneaded up, and some dried leaves which are in 
high value among them, for a quantity of it was 
brought to me at San Sahador ; he had besides 
a little basket made after their fashion, contaiiy- 
ing some glass beads, and Vno hlancas t by all 
which I knew he had come from San Sahadofy 
and had passed from thence to Santa Maria. He 
came to the ship and I caused him to be taken 
on board, as he requested it ; we took his canoe 
also on board and took care of his things. I or^- 
dered him to be presented with bread and honey, 
and drink, and shall carry him io Femandina ?Ludi 
give him his property, that he may carry a good 
report of us, so that if it please our Lord when 
your Highnesses shall send again to these regions, 
those who arrive here may receive honor, and 
procure what the natives may be found to pos- 
sess. ^ 

Tuesday, Oct. ^JG^h. Set sail /from Santa 
Maria about noon, L for Femandina^ which ap- 

«r 

*(No w called Inagua Cbica.^ t Copper coins of Spain. 
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-peared Tery large m the W ; sailed all tbe day 
with calms, and could not arrire BO€m enough to 
Tiew the shore and select a good aaoboragei 
for great care niuBt be taken in (Iiis partiealar, 
lest the anchors be lost Beat up and down all 
night, and in the morning arriv^ at a villag6 
and anchored. This was the place to which the 
man whom we had picked up at sea, had goae, 
when we set him on shore. He had given such 
a fayorable account of us, that all nightt there 
were great numbers of canoes comii^ oiff to as, 
who brought us water and other tbic^ I or* 
dered each man to be presented with somethii^^ 
as strings of ten or a dozen glass beads, pSates 
of brasff, such as cost in Castile a maratedi 
apiece, and thongs of leather, all which they es* 
timatcd highly ; those which came on b^iard I 
directed should be fed with molasses. At three 
o'clock, I sent the boat on shore for water; the 
natives with great good will directed the men 
where to find it, assisted them in carrying the 
casks full of it to the boat, and seemed to take 
great pleasure in serving us. This is a very 
large island, and I have resolved to coast it 
about, for as I understand, in, or near the island,^ 
there is a mine of gold. It is eight leagues W. 
of Santa Marian and the cape where we have 
arrived, and all this coast extends from N. N. W. 
to S. S. E. I have seen twenty leagues of it, but 
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not the eoflt Now, wrkng this, I set sail with, 
a southerly wind to cirdUDQarigate the islands 
and search till we can find Samaaty which is, the 
island or eity where the gohl is, according to the 
account o£ those who come on board the ship, to 
which the relatiim of those of Son. Sakadox 
and Santa Maria- correapondB. Tiiese people 
are similar to those of the islanda just mentionf 
edy and have the same language and customs ^ 
with the e&ception that they appear somewhat 
more civilised, showing themselres more subtle 
in their dealings with us,, bartering their cotton 
and other articles with more profit than the 
others had experienced. /Here we saw cotton 
doth, and perceived the people more decent,^ the 
women wearing a slight covering of ootton over 
the nudities. The island is verdant, level and 
fertile to a high degree ; and I doubt not that 
grain i& sowed and reaped the whole year r^und, 
as well as all other productions of the place. I 
saw many trees, very dissimilar to those of our 
country, and many of them had branches of dif- 
ferent sorts upon the same trunk; and such 
a diversity was among them that it was the 
greatest wonder in the world to behold Thus, 
for instance, one branch of a tree . bore leaves 
like those of a cane, another branch of the same 
tree, leaves similar to those of the lentisk. In 
this manner a single tree bears five or six differ- 
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ent kinds. Nor is this doDe by grafting, for that 
is a work of art, whereas these trees grow 
wild, and the natives take no care about them. 
They have no religion, and I believe that they 
would very readily become Christians, as they 
have a good understanding. Here the fish are 
60 dissimilar to ours that it is wonderful Some 
are shaped like dories, of the finest hues in the 
world, blue, yellow, red, and every other colour, 
some variegated with a thousand different tints, 
so beautiful that no one on beholding them 
could fail to express the highest wonder and ad- 
miration. Here are also whales. Beasts, we 
saw none, nor any creatures on land save par- 
rots and lizardsybut a boy told me . he saw a 
large snake. No sheep nor goats were seen, 
and although our stay here has been short, it 
being now noon, ^ yet were there any, I could 
hardly have failed of seeing them. The circum- 
navigation of the island I shall describe after-, 
ward. 

Wednesday Oct. 17th. At noon set sail from 
the village where we had anchored and watered* 
Kept on our course to sail round the island; the 
wind S. W. and S. My intention was to follow 
the coast of the island to the S. E. as it runs in 
that direction, being informed by the indians I 
have on board, besides another whom I met with 
here, that in such a course I should meet with 



the islatid ifrhich they feall SaWioetj ivher(6 gbid 
is found. I W^s furllier infortbed by Matiih 
Alonzo Pinibn fcat)taih of thi^ JPlnt^, dri boahl of 
which I had sietit thirie of th^ indians, that b^ 
had been dssui*bd by dh^ of thetn, I might ^att 
round the island much soober by the N. W. 
Seeing that thie wind would not enable Yne to 
proceed in the direction 1 fir&t Contemplated, and 
finding it favorable for the one thus r^C^omiderid-f 
ed me, I steered to the N. W. and arriving at the 
ettretnity df the island at two leagues distance^ I 
discovered a riemarkable haven with two en- 
trances, formed by an island at its cboutb, -both 
tery narrow, the inside cap^cidtfs enough fdr ft 
hundred ships, were there i^ufflcient depth of 
Ivater. t thought it advisable to exaftoine it^ 2tnd 
therefore anchored outsider, and went with the 
boats to sound it, but found the wsrtcir shs^llovi^. As 
I had first imagined it to be thd rAduth of a riter, 
I had directed the casks to bfe carried Jtshore 
fdr water, which being done we discovered eight 
or ten men who straightway came up to us, and 
directed us to a village in the neighborHodd, I 
accordingly dispatched the creWs thither in 
quest df water, part of them armed, and the 
rest with the casks, and the place being at some 
distance ft detained me here a couple df hours, 
in tb^ mean timefl strayed about atnof^ the 
groves, which present the most enchanting sight 

6 
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ever witnessed, a degree of verdure prevailing 
like that of May in Andalusia, the trees as differ- 
ent from those of our country as day is from 
night, and the same may be said of the fruit, the 
weeds, the stones and every thing elsey/ A few 
of the trees however, seemed to be of a species 
similar to some that are to be found in Castile, 
though still with a great dissimilarity, but the 
others so unlike, that it is impossible to find any 

> resemblance in them to those of our land. 

/The natives we found like those already de- 
scribed/as to personal appearance and manners^ 
and naked like the rest. ( Whatever they pos- 
sessed, they bartered for what we chose to give 
them.y I saw a boy of the crew purchasing jave- 
lins of them with bits of platters and broken 
glass. /Those who went for water informed me 
that they had entered their houses and found 
them very clean and neat, with beds and cover- 
ings of cotton nets. Their houses are all built 
in the shape of tents, with very high chimneys. 
None of the villages which I saw, contained more 
than twelve or fifteen of them. Here it was re- 
marked that the married women wore cotton 
breeches^ but the younger females were without 
them, except a few who were as old as eighteen 
years./ Dogs were seen of a large and small size, 
and one of the men had hanging at his nose a 
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piece of gold half as big as a easteUano^ with let- 
ters upon it I endeavored to purchase it of them 
in order to ascertain what sort of money it 
wast but they refused to part with it Haying 
taken our water on board, I set sail and pro- 
ceeded N. W. till I had surveyed the coast to 
the point where it begins to run from £• to W. 
Here the Indians gave me to understand that 
this island was smaller than that of Samoet^ and 
that I had better return in order to reach it the 
sooner. The wind died away, and then sprang 
up from the W. N, W, which was contrary to 
the course we were pursuing, we therefore hove 
about and steered various courses through the 
night fro^n £• f o $1 standing off from the land, 
the weather being cloudy and thick. It rained 
violently from, midnight till near day, and the 
sky still remains clouded; we remain off the 
the southeast part of the island, where I expect 
to anchor and stay till the weather grows clear, 
when I shall steer for the other islands 1 am in 
quest of. /Every day that I have been in these 
Indies it has rained more or less. 1 assure your 
Highnesses that these lands are the most 
fertile, temperate, level and beautiful countries 
iu the world.y 

* Ancient Spanish coin. 

t In this, it appears, Columhus was mistjaken, nothing 
Kke. a coin was ever found among the natives. 




-\ 



52 FjiRaT VOYAGi; 

Thur^d^y^ Oct IStb. As soon as the ^ 
greif clear, we set $ai( apd weot ^ far rQHod th^ 
island as we could, aoctioriqg w\kw we foimd it 
iacpnyenient to proceedi I did not however Ux^if 
Iq the morning set sail again, 

Fridaj) Oct./l^. In the morning we/^ot 
under weighj^and I ordered the Pinta to stiseF 
E. ^nd S.£. and the Nina, S«S.£. proceeding my- 
self to the S£. the other vessels I directed tQ 
kepp on th^ courses prescribed till noon, an() tb^a 
to rejoin n^e. /^Within three hours we descri^ 
ap island to the E. toward which we direct/a4 
our eourse, and arrived ajl three^ before noo^ at 
the northern extremity, wh^re a ropky islet an^ 
reef extend toward the North/ with apotber h^ 
tween them, and thp main isle^nd.^The Indiaof 
on board the ships called this island Saome/e. I 
named it Isabela.'^ {t lies westerly from the i^ 
land of Femandina, and ^be coast eictends frooi 
the islet twelve leagues, west, to a cape whiph 
I called Cabo Hermpso^^ it being a beautiful, 
round headland with a bold shore free from 
shoals. Part of the shpre is rocky, but the resit 
of it, like most of the CQast here, a sandy beach. 

Here we anchored till morning. Afhis island v^ 

A 

^ This appears to be the island (now called Inagua 
grande^ 

t Fair Cape. 



the niost bes^utiful that 1 hjeiTe yet ae/eo^ th/e trees 
in grei|t nmiiber, flpjuri^hing and loft j }^ the laadt 
i3 higher than the other inlands, and exhibits ap^ 
eminence;, which, though, it cannot be called c^. 
ipQuntain, yet adds a beauty to its appearance,, 
and gives: au indicatio;! of streanis of water in the 
interior. From this part toward; th^ nortbe^sl 
i? an ei^tensiire bay, with maz^ large and thiclii 
groves. I wished to anchor there, and laod, that^ 
I might examine (hose delightful regions, but 
found the coast shQal,/wjthout a possibility of' 
casting anchor except at a distance frotp, the* 
shores The wifid being favorable, I camte to 
the Cape^ which I named Hermoso, where I ai^ 
chored to-day. This is so beautiful a place, as 
weU as the neighboring regions, that I Igoiow not in 
which course to proceed first ;/my eyes ar^e never 
tired with viewing such delightful verdure, and 
of a species so new and; disi^miUr to that of our 
Qountry,and I have no doubt there ace trees and 
herbs here which would, be of great value in 
Spain, as dyeing materials, medicine, spicery, j(c. 
but I am mortified that I have no acquaintance 
with them. Upon our arrival here we experi- 
enced the most sweet and delightful odour from 
the flowers or trees of the islandy/ To-morrow 
morning before we depart, I intend to land and 
see what can be found in the neighborhood. 
Here is no village, but farther within the island 
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is one, where our Indians iDforin us we shall find 
the king, and that he has much gold. I shall 
penetrate so far as to reach the village and see 
or speak witli the king, who, as thej tell us, gov* 
ems all these islands, and goes dressed, with a 
great deal of gold about him. I do not, however, 
giifip much credit to these accounts, as I under^ 
stand the natives but imperfectly, and perceive 
them to be so poor that a trifling quantity of 
gold appears to them a great amount This is- 
land appears to me to be a separate one from 
thai of Saometo^ and I even think there may be 
others between them* 'l am not solicitous to ex- 
amine particularly every thing here, which iih 
•deed could not be done in fifty years, because my 
desire is to make all possible discoveries^ and re- 
turn to your Highnesses, if it please our Lord, io 
April. fBut in truth, should I meet with gold or 
spices in great quantity, I shall remain till I col« 
lect as much as possible, and for this purpose I 
am proceed'mg solely in quest of them. / 

Saturday, Oct. 20th. At sunrise we we^hed 
anchor, and stood to the NE. and E. aloi^ the 
south side of this island, which I named Isabela^ 
and the cape where we anchored, Cabo de la Ija- 
guna; in this direction I expected from the ac- 
count of our indians,' to find the capital, and king 
of the island. I found the coast very shallow, 
and offering every ol^stacle to our navigation, and 
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perceiriog that our course this way must be 
▼erj circuitoi^, I determined to return to the 
westwards The wind failed us, and we were un* 
able to get near the shore before night ; and as 
it is yerj dangerous ancb<ft*ing here in the dark, 
when it is impossible to discern among so many 
shoals and reefs* whether the ground be sutta- 
able, I stood off and on all night. The other 
vessels came to anchor, having reached the 
shore « in season.. As was customary among us, 
they made signals to me to stand in and anchor, 
but I determined to remain at sea. 

Sunday, Oct. 21st. At 10 o'clock, ive arrived 
at %cape of the island, and anchored, the other 
vessels in company^ After having dispatched a 
meal, I went ashore, and found no habitation save 
a single house^and that without an occupant ; we 
had no doubt that the people had fled in terror 
at our approach, as the house was completely 
furnished. I suffered nothii^ to be touched, and 
went with my captains and some of the crew to 
view the country. This island even exceeds the 
others in beauty and fertility. /Groves of lofty 
and flourishing trees are abundant, as also large 
lakes, surrounded and overhung by the foliage, 
in a most enchanting manner.y Every thing look- 
ed as green as in April in Andalusia. /^The melo- 
dy of the birds was so (exquisite that one was 
never \filling to part from the spot, and the flocks 
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of parrots obscured the lieavens. The direrdity 
m the appearanoe of the feathered tribe from 
those of our country, m extremely curioue. A 
thousand different sorts of trees, with their fruit 
were to be met with, and of a wonderfully deli* 
dous odour. It was a great affliction to me to be 
ignorant of their natures, for 1 am very oerta^i 
they are all valuable ; specimens of them and of 
the plants 1 hare preserved^ Going round odb 
d these lakes, 1 saw a snake, which we killed, 
and 1 have kept the skin for your H^lmesses ; 
upon being discovered he took to the water, 
whither we followed him, as it Was not deep, and 
dispatched him with our lances ; he was s^en 
spans in length ; i think there are many mmro 
such about here. /l discovered also the aloe tree, 
and am determined to take on board the ship 
to-morrow, ten quintals of it, as 1 am told it is Val* 
uable. While we were in search of some good 
Water, we came upon a village of the natives 
about half a league from the place where the 
•ships lay ; the inhabitants on discoverir^ us aban- 
doned their houses, and took to flight, cdLtrjiag 
dT their goods to the mountain.^ I ordered that 
nothing which they had left should be taken^ not 
even the value of a pin. Presently we saw sev- 
eral of the natives advancii^ towards our party, 
and one of them came i^ to us, to whom we gave 
some hawk's bells and glass beads, with which 
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he was delighted. We asked him in return, for 
water, and after I had gone on board the ship, 
the natives came down to the shore with their 
calabashes full, and showed great pleasure in pre- 
senting us with it. I, ordered more glass beads 
to be given them, and they promised to return 
the next day. It is my wish to fill all the water 
casks of the ships at this place, which being exe- 
cuted, I shall depart immediately, if the weather 
serve, and sail round the island, till I succeed in 
meeting with the king, in order to see if 1 can 
acquire any of the gold, which I hear he pos- 
sesses. Afterwards/I shall set sail for another 
very large island which 1 believe to be CiptmgOj 
according to the indications I receive from the 
Indians on board. They call the Island Goibei^ 6*^^ 
and say there are many large ships, and sailors 
there.y This other island they name Bosio^ and 
inform me that it is very large ; the others which 
lie in our course, I shall examine on the passage, 
and according as I find gold or spices in abund- 
ance, I shall determine what to do ;^t all events I 
am determined to proceed on to the continent, arid 
visit the city of Guisay'f where I shall deliver the 

"» Cuba. 

f Gutsatfy or Quensay, (he cUy of Heaven^ and^residence 
of the Great Khaa, according to Marco Polo, and other 
writers of the early ages,^who give the most splendid ac- 
•oounts of this gredt capital of the east. See Note J. 
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letters of your Highnesses to tbe Great Can, and 
demand an answet, with which I shall return./ 

Monday, Oct. 22d. Through tbe night, and 

to-day we remained waiting here to see if th^ 

king, or any others would briqg us gold or any 

thing valuable. Many of the natives visited ua, 

resembling those of the other islands, naked 

like them, and painted white, red, black and 

other colors ; they brought javelins and clew9 

pf cotton to barter, which they exchanged with 

the sailors for bits of glass, broken cups, and 

fragments of earthen ware. Some of them wore 

pieces of gold at their noses ; they readily gave 

them away for hawk's bells and glass beads; 

the amount collected in this manner, however, 

was very inconsiderable. Any small matter 

they received from us, they held in high estima^ 

tion, believing m to have come from heaven. We 

took in water for the ships from a lake in the 

neighborhood of this cape, which I have named 

Gabo del Isleo: in this lake Martin Alonzo Pinzon, 

captain of the Pinta, killed a snake similar to 

that of yesterday, seven spans long. 1 ordered 

as oiuch of the aloe to be collected as could be 

found. 

Tuesday, Oct. 23d. It is now my determina- 
tion to depart for the island of Cuba^ which I 
'/ believe to be Cipango^ from the accounts I have 
received here, of the multitude and riches of the 
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p^opl^. I have nbaridoAed thd iihtemion of sky* 
tng here and sailing round the island itr search o^ 
the king, ad it would be a waste o^ time, and I 
perceire there ate no gotd Mines to be found. 
Moreover it would be necessary to steer tnanj 
courses in making the circuit, and we Cannot ex- 
pert the witid to be always favorable. And as 
We are going to places where there is great com- 
merce, I judge it expedient not to linger on the 
Way, \)iit to proceed and survey the lands we 
meet with, till we arrive at that most lavorable 
for our enterprise It is my opinion that we shall 
find much profit there in spices ; but my want of 
knowledge in these articles occasions n^e the most 
excessive regrets, inasmuch as I see a thousand 
sorts of trees, each with its own specfes of fruit, 
and as fiourishir^ at the present time, as the 
fields in Spain, during the inonth^ of May and 
June ; likewise a thousand kinds of herbs and 
flowers, of all which I remain in ^orance a» to 
Iheir properties, with the exception of the aloie, 
which I have directed to<lay to be taken on 
board in large quantities for the use of your High- 
nesses. I did not set sail to-day for want of wind, 
a dead calm and heavy rain prevailing. Yester-* 
day it rained much without cold ; the days here 
are hot, and the nights mild like May in Anda- 
lusia. 

Wednesday. Oct. 24th. At midnight weighed 

4 
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anchor and set sail from Cabo del laUo of the ]»- 
land of Isabela^ being in the North part, where I 
had remained preparing to depart for the island 
of Cuboj in which (dace the iudians tell me I shall 
find a great trade, with abundance of gold and 
spices, and large ships, and merchants ; they di- 
rect me to steer toward the WSW^ which is the 
coui-se I am pursuing. If the accounts which the 
natives of the islands and those on board the 
ships, have communicated to me by signs (for 
their language 1 do not understand) may be reli- 
ed on, this must be /the island of CipangOj of 
which we have heard so many wonderful things ; 
according to my geographical knowledge it must 
be somewhere in this neighborhood./ We con- 
tmued our course \^W. till day, when the wind 
died away, while the rain which had been falling 
most of the night continued, we remained thus 
with little wind till the afternoon, when(it began 
to'blow finely : we crowded all sail^and kept on 
our course till dusk, when Ca6o Verde^ which is in 
the southwesterly part of the island of FeriMm^ 
dina^ bore NW. seven leagues distant. The 
wind continuing to blow fresh, and not knowing 
the distance to the island of Cuba, I determined 
not to run for it durii^ the night, as these islands 
have bold shores, no bottom being obtained at 
more than two lombarda-shots from the land, 
add to this that they are surrounded with rocks 
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and shoals in abundance, and the whole fenders 
it very hazardous to anchor, except during the 
day. 1 therefore ordered all the safils to be taken 
in except the foresail, and kept on under that ; 
the wind increased, and we made much pro- 
gress, the extent of which 1 could not ascer- 
tain. It was very cloudy with rain, finally I or- 
dered the foresail to be taken in/'* 

Thursday, Oct. /^^h. Sailed after sunrise 
WSW. till 9 o'clock, a distance of five leagues, 
then altered their course to W., and went at the 
rate of eight miles an hour till one o'clock; they 
continued on till three in the afternoon, having 
gone forty-four miles, when they^iscovered land, 
which proved to be seven or eight islandsJ' ex- 
tending from north to south, five leagues distant. 

Friday, Oct. 26th. They anchored south of 
the islands, finding the water shallow five or six 
leagues off the shore. The indians on board told 
them that the island of Cuba was distant from 
thence, a voyage of a day and a half in their ca- 
noes, which are small things, made of a Ic^, and 
carrying no sail. Departed for Cuba^ which from 
the indians signifyii^ to them the abundance of 

* Here (he words of Coluu^us cease for the pres- 
ent, and the narrative continues in the language of the 
abridger. 

I In the southern and eastern part of the Great Baha- 
ma bank. 
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gold and pearb there, as wdl as the magnitttde ol 
the leland, they doubted not, was Gipai^o.* 

Saturday, Oct. 27th. They weighed anchor 
at sunrise, and left these islands, which they 
named Ljos Islas de ^renat on account of the 
shoals which extend out from them half a doeen- 
leagues to the south. Sailed SSW., eight mfles 
an hour, till one o'clock, having gone forty miles ; 
by night they had proceeded twenty-e^ht more 
in the same direction ; before dark they discov- 
ered land. They kept a diligent watch throiigh 
the night which proved very rainy. They salt- 
ed on Saturday, by sunset, seventeen leagues to 
theSSW. 

Sunday, (Oct. 2^h. Continued on SSW.^ ifei 
f,.,/fc::> quest of the island of (Cuba, keepii^ close to the 
shore. Th e y entered a fine riverJfree from 
shallows and all other obstructions, which in fdct 
is the case with all the coast here, the shore 
being very bold. The mouth of the river had d 
depth of water of twelve fathoms, and a breadth 
sufficient for ships to beat in. They anchored 
within the river, andfthe Admiral states that the 

* The belief that Cipango was a part of the newly dis- 
covered country, continued for some time. In a letter 
written by Coiumbos to the Pope, in 1502, describing his 
voyage, he introduces the following remark. — '^ This is- 
land is Tarsis, Cethia, Ophir, Ophaz and Cipango, we 
have named it Espanola.' 

t The Sandy fslands. 
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prospect here exceeded in beauty anything he 
ever saw^ the river being surrounded with tree^ 
of the most beautiful and luxuriant foliage of a 
singular appearance, and covered with flowers 
and fruits of all sorts. Birds were here in abu]> 
dance sii^ing most delightfully. Great numbers 
of palm trees were noticed, di&rent from those 
of Guinesv and ours,^)(wanting their particular 
manner of bark ; they were of a moderate 
height, and bore very large leaves, which the 
natives use for coverings to their houses^y The 
land appeared quite level. The Admiral went 
ashore in the boat^ and found two dwellings,, 
which he supposed to be those of fishermen, and 
that the owners had fled ; he found in one of them 
a dog unable to bark. Both houses contained 
nets of palm, lines, horn fish-hooks, harpoons of 
bone, and other implements for fishing, as also 
many fire-places, and each seemed to be adapted 
to the reception of a lai^e number of persons. 
The Admiral gave orders that nothing should 
be touched, which directions were adhered to. 
The grass was as high as it is in Andalusia in 
April and May, and they found purslain and 
strawberry-blite in abundance. They returned 
on board the boat and ascended the river some 
distance, where the Admiral says it was exceed- 
ingly pleasant to behold the delightful verdure 
and foliage which presented itself, not to mention 
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the birds in the neighborhood ; the whole offered 
a scene of such enchantment that it was hardlj 
possible to part from it. He declares this to be 
Mhe most beautiful island ever seen, aboundii^ in 
good harbours, and deep rivers, with a shore 
upon which it appears tbat the sea never breaks 
high, as the grass grows down to the water's 
edge^a thing which never happens where the 
sea is rough. Indeed a high sea they had not as 
yet experienced among these islands. This isle, 
he says, is(full of pleasant mountainS|| which are 
lofty, although not of great extent, the rest of 
the country is • high, after the manner of Sicily, 
abounding in streams, as they understood from 
the indians of Quanahani^ which were on board 
the ships, who informed them by signs that it 
contained ten large rivers, and was of such 
a size that with their canoes they could not sail 
round it in twenty days. When the ships were 
sailing towards the island, some of the natives 
put off from the shore in two canoes, and per- 
ceiving the Spaniards entering into the boat 
and rowing towards the mouth of the river to 
sound for an anchorage, they took to flight. 
The indians told them there were mines of 
gold here and pearls, and the Admiral observ- 
ed muscles and other indications of these articles 
in the neighborhood. They further informed 
him that there came large ships hither from the 
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« 

Great Can. and that the main land was distant 
ten days voyage. The Admiral named this ji 

« 

river and port San Salvador.^ 

Monday, Oct. 29th. They weighed anchor 
and sailed from this port towards the west, in 
quest of the city where it appeared to be signi- 
fied to them by the indians, that they would 
meet with the king. A point of the islandt ex* 
tended towards th^ Northwest, six leagues from 
the place of their departure, add another^ ten 
leagues towards the east. A league further on, 
they discovered a river with a narrow entrance, 
which the Admiral named Rio de la lAma.§ 
They continued on till evening and descried 
another river larger than those they had yet 
seen, which also the indians signified to them in 
the usual manner ; on the banks they saw many 
collections of houses, the Admiral named it Rio 
de Mares.\\ He dispatched two boats to land in 
order to get some communication with the peo- 
ple, in one of them he sent an indian of those on 
board, as they appeared at last to be contented 
with the company of the Spaniards, and they 



^ The Bay of Nipe in the eastern part of Cuba, 
t Pnnta de Mulas. | Punta Cabana. 

§ Probably Puerto de Banes. 
(I Puerto de las Nuevitas del Principe . 
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* 

were enabled in some degree to noderstand 
them ; /the people on shore, men, women and 
children all fle^/at their approach, abandoning 
their dwellings and goods, which the Admiral 
ordered should not receive the least injury. He 
states th^ouses to have been the finest he had 
yet seen, and thinks, the nearer he approaches 
toward the continent they will continue improve 
kig : they were of a large size, constructed in the 
shape of a tent, and each collection of them 
appeared like ,a camp, without any order of 
streets, but scattered here and there ; the interi- 
ors were found very clean and neat, well furnish- 
ed and set in order ; they were all built of fine 
palm branchesy/ They found here many statues 
in the shape of women, and numerous heads 
something like masks, well executed; whether 
these were used as ornaments, or objects of wor- 
ship, did not appear. /Here were small fowl 
originally wild, but now tame about the houses^ 
as also curious collections of nets, hooks, and 
other gear for fishing^ but the Spaniards, as 
they were ordered, touched nothing. The Ad- 
miral was of opinion that the inhabitants of the 
coast were all fishermen, and carried what they 
took into, the interior of the island, as it is a very 
large one, and more beautiful than words can ex- 
press. He says that he met with trees and fruits 
here of a most delicious odour, and that there 
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are und'oubtedty cows and other cattle in the i»- 
lend) as be saw a sknU, which appeared to be 
that of a cow. /All the ni&^t thej were enter- 
tained with the melody of the birds andiCrickets ; 
the air wfts mild and soft throughout the night,/ 
neither hot nor cold, in the other islands he 
states the beat to ha^e been exeessjve, but here 
it was temperate bke May. The heat of the 
other islands be ascribes to their being level, and 
the windi which blows there, being from the 
East and conseqaently hot The water of the 
rirers was found to be salt at the mouths : it wa^ 
not known where the indians obtained their 
water, which was met with fresh in their houses. 
This river was broad enougb for tbe ships to 
manceuvre in on their entry or departure, and 
tbe land contained mrany marks to serve as di^ 
rections for steering. It was seven or eight 
fathoms deep at the mouth, and five inside. The 
sea about here, he says appears to be erer as 
smooth as the river at Seville, and the water 
very favorable for the pearl fishery. Here were 
periwinkles of a large size, but tasteless, unlike 
those of Spain. The river and port of San Sal- 
viidoTj above mentioned, he describes as marked 
by lofty and beautiful mo^mtains, like the Pena 
de los enawiofados^ one of them containing on its 
summit a protuberance in the form of a band- 
some mosque. The other river and harbor, 
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where they now remain, has upon the SE. two 
mountains of a round shape, and at the WNW. 
a fine level cape extends into the sea. 

Tuesday, Oct 30th. They left the river 
which they had named Rio de MareSj and stand- 
ing to the N W. discovered a cape covered with 
palm trees, which the Admiral called Cabo de 
PalmOS ;* it was fifteen leagues distant from the 
|Jace of their departure. The indians on board 
the Pinta signified to the Spaniards, that bey<M)d 
this cape was a river,t and from this river to 
CvhcL^ was a distance of four days - voyage or 
journey. The Captain of the Pinta declared 
that he understood Cuba to be a city, and that 
the land here was a continent of great size which 
extended far to the North ; also that the kii^ 
of this country was at war with the Great Can^ 
whom the Indians called Candj and his country 
or city Fwa and other names. The Admiral 
determined to steer for this river, and dispatch 
a present and the letter of the Spanish sove- 

* Now called Alto de Juan Danue. 

t Rio Maximo. 

X The Spaniards, as the reader must have already per- 
ceived, understood very imperfectly what the natives sig- 
nified to them. Cuba was here meant to denote Cubanacan 
the centre of the island of Cuha, or it was actually, accord- 
ing to others, the name of the capital province or city of 
the island. 
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reigns to the king : this he judged best to per- 
form by means of a mariner he had on board, 
who had formerly been in Guinea, and some of 
the indians of Guanahani. The Adniiral states 
the latitude of thid place to be twenty-one de- 
grees North, if the manuscript from which I haTe 
copied this be correct, .and says he must proceed, 
on to the Great Crni^ whom he supposed was to 
be found thereabout, or to the city of Cath>ajf^ 
which he afiirms to be a rery large city, accord- 
ing as he had learned before he < sailed from 
Spain. <» All the land here he describes as pleas- 
ant and le^el, bordered with a deep sea^ 

Wednesday, Oct. 31sl. AU Tuesday night 
they beat up and down, and then came tea river 
which they could not enter for the shoals at 
the mouth; the "indians thought it as easy to 
enter with the ahips as they did with their ca- 
noes* Proceeding onward they disooyered a 
capet extending far into the sea, and surrounded 
with shallows } they saw also a bay capable of 
receiving small vessels, which they could not 
reach, as the wind had shifted to the North, and 
the coast ran NNW. and S£.: another cape which 
they saw farther onward, extended still farther 

* China, at that time was known by this name. 

t Now called Boca de Carabelas grandes & Panta 
del Matcrnillo. 
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into the sea. For this reasoo and obaerriD^ 
frani the appearance of the heavens that it 
threatened to blow violently, thej retomed to 
Hio de Mares. 

Thursday, Nov. Ist. At sunrise the Admiral 
sent the boats to laud to visit the houses they 
saw there ; they found the inhabitants all fled^ 
but after spme time they espied a maa ; the 
Admiral then dispatched one of his indiana oi» 
shore, who called out to him from a distance 
and bade him not be fearful, as the Spaniards 
were a friendly people^ not injuring any one, nor 
belonging to the GrecU Coh^ but on the contrary, 
had made many presents of their goods among the 
inhabitants of the islands. The natives having 
ascertained that no tU was intended them, gath- 
ered confidence, and came in above sixteen canoes 
to the ships, bringii^ cotton yarn and other 
things, which the Admiral ordered should not be 
taken from them, as he wished them to under* 
stand that he was in search of nothing but gold> 
which they call nucay. All day the canoes kept 
passing between the ships and the shore. The 
Admiral saw no gold among them, but remarks 
having observed an indian with a bit of wrought 
silver at his nostrils, which he conceived to be 
an indication of the existence of that metal in the 
country. The indtans informed them by signs 
that within three days tliere would come many 
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trad^rd from the interior to purchase, the goods 
of the SpaHianiB to nrhom they would comoiaiiJH 
cate news of the king, who as far as could be 
learnt from the signs of the natives, was about 
four days journey distant. They informed the 
Spaniards also that many persons had been dis- 
patched to inform the king respectir^ the Admi- 
ral. These people were found to be of the 
same race and manners with those already ob- 
senred, without any religion that could be dis- 
covered ; they had nerer remarked the indians 
whom they kept on board the ships to be en^ 
gaged in aliy sort of devotion of their own, but 
they would upon being directed, make the sign 
of the cross, and repeat the Salve and jive Maria 
with the hands extended towards heaven. 'The 
language is the same throughout these islands, 
and the people friends to one anotherySyhich the 
Admiral says l>e believes to be the case in all 
the neighboring parts, and ti>at they are at war 
with the Great Can^ whom they call CavUa, and 
his country Bajhn. These people go naked like 
the rest. The river here he describes as deep, 
and having a bold shore at the mouth, where 
ships may lay close to the land; the water 
of the river salt for a league upwards when 
it becomes very fresh. It is certain, says the 
Admiral, that this is the continent, and that we 
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are in the De^hborbood of Zayto and Guinsay^ 
a hundred leagues more or less distant from the 
one or the other. 

Friday, Nov. 2d. The Admiral resolved to 
send two of the Spaniards into the countrj; 
those whom he selected for this purpose were 
Rodrigo de Jerez, of Ayamonte, and Luis de 
Torres, who had lived with the Adelantado of 
Murcia, and knew Hebrew, Chaldaic, and some 
Arabic ; he had been formerly a Jew ; to these 
he joined two of the natives, one of those be bad 
brought from Guanahanij and another belonging 
to the houses near the river. He gave them 
^strings of beads to purchase provisions, and di- 
rected them to return within six days. Speci- 
mens of spicery were intrusted to them that thej 
might judge if any thing similar existed m the 
country. He took care to instruct them how 
they should inquire for the king, and what they 
were to say in informing him that the King and 
'Queen of Castile had dispatched the Admiral 
with letters and a present for him, and to learn 
the state of his country and gain his friendship. 
Furthermore the envoys were instructed to ob- 
tain a knowledge of the territory, and observe 
the ports and rivers, with their distances from the . 

* Columbus being persuaded that he had arrived at the 
continent , of India, thought himself near the cities which 
he names. 
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place where the ships !aj, &c. The Admiral 
here todk an obtorva^ioti, and found the latitude 
to be twenty-one degrees ; according to his cal- 
culation, their distance from the island of Ferro 
Was eleven hundred and fortj-two leagues.* 
lie was fully persuaded that this was the con* 
tinent> 

Saturday/Nov, JH. In the morning the Admi- 
ral went on board his boat, and obsenring that 
the mouth of the riyer formed an ample harbour, 
very deep and free from rocks, with a fine beach 
very fit for careening ships, as well as plenty of 
wood on shore, he/rowed up the stream a couple 
of leagues to the fresh water, and going on shore, 
ascended a hill to take a view of the country, 
but nothing of the inhabitants was seen on ac- 
count of the thickness of the woods, which dif- 
fused a very odoriferous scent^ leading him to 
believe that aromatic plants abounded there. 
The beauty of the prospect was such that he 
declares his eyes were never tired with viewing 
it, nor was the harmony of the feathered tribe 
wanting. Great numbers of canoes came to the 
ships this day for the purpose of bartering their 
cotton, and nets or hammocs on which they 
sleep. 

Sunday, Nov. 4th. Early in the uiorning the 
Admiral went on shore in the boat to shoot birds, 

^ The true distance was eleven hundred and five leagues. 

9 
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and at his return, Martin Alonzo Pinzon came to 

him with two pieces of cinnamon, sayii^ that a 

Portuguese on board his vessel had seen an indian 

with two large handfuls of it, but was afraid to 

purchase it on account of the prohibition of the 

Admiral, and furthermore that the indian had 

some reddish things resembling nutmegs. The 

boatswain of the Pinta declared he had seen 

cinnamon trees. The Admiral went to the place 

but found none. He showed some of the nativies 

pepper and cinnamon which he had brought 

from Castile, they recognised it as he declares, 

and intimated to him by signs that much of it was 

to be found not far from thence to the southeast. 

He likewise showed them gold and pearls, and 

was informed by some old men that these existed 

in great abundance in a place which they called 

j5o/«o*, being worn by the people at their necks, 

ears, arms and legs. They had, according to the 

same account, large ships, and carried on traffic, 

and this was all at the southeast. They further 

mformed him that at a distance there were men 

with one eye only, and others with faces like dogs, 

who were man-eaters, and accustomed upon taking 

a prisoner, to cut his throat, drink his blood, and 

* Bohioy according to Las Casas, was the name which the 
Indians gave to their houses, or, as the same author suggests, 
they might intend to signify by this name the island of Es- 
panola which the inhabitants called Hayti, 
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dismember him. The Admiral then determined 
to return to his ship and wait for the men whom 
he bad sent into the country, when he was re- 
solved to depart in quest of the regions which 
had been described to him, unless he should re 
ceiye such accounts from the interior as would 
induce him to stay. He says ^hese people are 
yery mild and timorous, naked as I have descri- 
bed the others, without weapons or laws. The 
soil is very fertile abounding with mavM^ a 
root like a carrot, with a taste of chesnuts; 
Beans, likewise are here, very dissimilar to ours, 
also cotton, growing spontaneously among the 
mountains ; 1 am of opinion that this is gathered 
at ail seasons of the year, as 1 observed upon a 
. single tree, blossoms, pods ugripe, and others burst 
open. A thousand other productions, which are 
doubtless of great value, 1 remarked, but find it 
impossible to describe them.y^ • 

JVfonday, Nov. 5th. In the morning the Admi- 
ral ordered the ships to be careened^ one at a 
time, the others remaining afloat for security, 
although he declares the natives were very friend- 
ly, and that they might without hazard have 
careened them all together. While they were 
about this, the boatswain of the Nina came to 
him demanding a reward for having discovered 

* Sweet potatoes according to some. 
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mastick, the Bpecimen, however, he did not ex- 
hibit, faayiDg lost it. The Admiral prooMsed 
him the reward, and sent Rodrigo Sanchez and 
Maestre Diego to examine (he trees; they 
brought back a portion of the gum and of the 
wood, which he preserved for the King and 
Queen. He says that it was evidently mastick, 
although, to be good, it should be collected at 
the proper season ; and that there were trees in 
that ne^hborbood sufficient to yield a thousand 
quintals a year. Here too he states that he found 
much of that sort of wood which appeared to be 
aloe. This harbour which he called Puerto de 
JUareSj is according to his account, one of the 
best in the world, with a fine air, and the inhab- 
itants very gentle. Here is a rocky promontory, 
upon which a fort might be built to defend ' the 
port if this should becomie a place of any trade. 
The Admiral adds ^ May our Lord, in whose 
hands are all victories, direct all things to his 
service.' An indian informed him by signs that 
the mastick was beneficial to them when they 
were afflicted with pain in the stomach. 

Tuesday, Nov.^h. Last night, says the Ad- 
miral, /fhe two men whom I had sent into the 
country returned, and related as follows. After 
having travelled a dozen leagues they came 
to a town containing about fifty houses, where 
there were probably a thousand inhabitants. 
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every house containtr^ a great namber ; they 
were built in the manner of large tent^. The 
inbabitants received them after their fashion 
with great ceremony ; the men and women 
flocked to behold them, and they were lodged 
in their best houses. They signified their admi- 
ration and reverence of the strangers by touch- 
ing them, kissing their hands and feet, and mak- 
ing signs of wonder. They imagined them come 
from heaven, and signified as much to them. 
They were feasted with such food as the natives 
had to offer. Upon their arrival at the town 
they were led by the arms of the principal men 
of the place, to the chief dwellii^, here they 
gave them seats, and the Indians sat upon the 
ground in a circle round them.y The indians 
who accompanied the Spaniards explained to the 
natives the manner in which their new guests 
lived, and gave a favorable account of their char- 
acter. /The men then left the place, and the 
women entered, and seated themselves around 
them in the same manner, kissing their hands and 
feet, and examining whether they were flesh and 
bone like themselves. They entreated them to 
remain there as long as five daysy^ The Span- 
lards showed them the cinnamon, pepper and 
other spices which they had received from the 
Admiral, and they informed them by signs that 
there was much of these in the neighborhood at 
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the southeast, but they knew not of any in this 
place. The Spaniards not discoTering any great 
number of towns here, resolred tq retam to the 
ship, and had they chosen to admit the natives 
to accompany them, might have been attended 
back by more than fire hundred men and women, 
who were eager to bear them company, think- 
ing they were returnii^ to heaven. They took 
none along with them but one of the principal 
inhabitants with his son; with these the Admi- 
ral held some conversation, and showed them 
great civilities ; the indian described to him by 
i^gns many countries and islands in these parts, 
and the Admiral thought to cari^ him home to 
Spain, but says he was unable to find whether 
the indian was willing. At night he seemed to 
grow fearful, and wish to go on shore ; the Ad- 
miral says, that having the ship aground he 
thought it not advisable to oppose him, and so 
let him return, requesting him to come back the 
next morning, but they saw him no more./ The 
Spaniards upon their journey met with great 
multitudes of people, men and women with fire- 
brands in their hands and herbs to smoke after 
their custom.^ No villag^e was seen upon the 

YLas Casas in his General Histor}7of the Indies gives 
the following relation of this circumstance: ^The two Span- 
iards met upon their journey, great numbers of people of 
both sexes; the men always with a firebrand in their hands 
and certain herbs for smoking: these are dry, and fixed in 
a leaf also dry, afler the manner of those paper tubes which 
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road of a larger size than fire houses, but all the 
inhabitants showed them the same respect. 
Manj' sorts of, trees were observed, and herbs 
and odoriferous flowers. Great numbers of b&*ds 
thej remarked, all different from those of Spain 
except the nightingales, who entertained them 
with their soi^, and the partridges and geese, 
which were found in abundance. Of quadru- 
peds they descried none except dumb dogs./ 
The soil appeared fertile and under good culti- 
vation, producing the mantes aforementioned and 
beans very dissimilar to ours, as well as the 
grain called panic-grass. /They saw vast quanti- 
ties of cotton, spun and manufacturedy^a single 
house contained above five hundred arrobas;^ 
four thousand quintals might be collected here 

the boys in Spain use at Whitsuntide: having lighted one 
enfl they draw the smoke by sucking at the other, this 
causes a drowsiness and sort of intoxication, and according 
to their accounts relieves them from the sensatioli of fatigue. "x^ 
These tubes they call by the name of tabacos, I kn^ew ! 

many Spaniards in the island of Espanola who were ad- i^ 

dieted to the use of them, and on being reproached with 
it as a bad habit, replied that they could not bring them- 
selves to give it up. I do not see what relish or benefit 
they could find in them^cHere we see the origin oiU%«i«>K^e<«^ >>*•' 
See Charlevoix Hist, oe St. Domingue Lib. I. " le Tabac 
etoit naturel k I'isle Espagnole; les insulaires le nommoient 
Cohtbay et appelloient Tabaco Pinstrument dont ils se ser- 
voient pour fumer. On ne doute point aujourd'hui que ce 
lie soit la I'origine du mot de Tabac, et c'est une erreur 
populaire que de I'attribuer a I'isle deTabago.' 

* An arroba is twenty-five pounds. 
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per annum. The Admiral says it appears to bim 
that thej do not sow it, but that it is productive 
the whole year round ; it is very fine with an ex- 
ceeding long staple. Every thing which the In- 
dians possessed they were ready to barter at a 
very low price; a large basket of cotton they 
would give for a leather thong, or other trifling 
thing whkh was offered them. /They are an 
inoffensive, unwarlike people, naked, except that 
the women wear a very slight covering at the 
loins; their manners are very decent, and their 
complexion not very dark, but lighter thaif that 
of the inhabitants of the Canary Islandsy^ ' I 
have no doubt, most serene Princes ' says the 
Admiral, ' that were proper devout and religious 
persons to come among them and learn their lan- 
guage, it would be an easy matter to convert them 
all to Christianity, and I hope in our Lord that 
your Highnesses will devote yourselves with 
much diligence to this object, and bring into the 
church so many multitudes, inasmuch as you have 
exterminated those who refused to confess the 
Father Son and Holy Ghost,* so that having end- 
ed your days (as we are all mortal) you may 
leave your dominions ip a tranquil condition, free 
from heresy and wickedness, and meet with a 
favorable reception before the eternal Creator, 

* This refers to the Moors and Jews, as has been seen 
in the preface of Columbus. 
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whom may it please to grant you a long life and 
great increase of kingdoms and dominions, with . 
the will and disposition to promote, as you always 
have done, th^ holy christian religion. Amen. . 

This day I launched the ship, and made ready 
to depart in the name of God, next Thursday, for 
the SE. in quest of gold and spices, as well as 
to discover the country.' These are the words 
of the Admiral, who expected to sail on Thursday, 
but the wind being contrary, detained him till the 
twelfth day of November. 

Monday, Nov. 12th. They sailed from the 
port and river de Mares at day break : they di- 
rected their course in search of an island which 
the Indians on board affirmed repeatedly was 
called Baheque^ where as they related by signs, 
the inhabitants collected gold at night by torch- 
light upon the shore, and afterwards hammered 
it into bars. In order to reach this island they 
directed to steer East by South. Having sailed 
eight leagues along the coast, they discovered a 
river, and four leagues further onward, another, 
very large, exceeding in size all which they had 
seen. The Admiral was unwilling to remain, and 
put into either of them, for two reasons, the first 
and principal one, because the wind and weather 

* This name was given by the natives, to the coast of 
Tierra Firme, which they also called Bohio and CarUaba — 
Las Casas. 

10 
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were favorable to proceed to the aboye-mentioi>- 
ed island of Babeque ; the other was, that were 
there any large towns near the J^they might 
easily be discovered, but in casei t)iey were far 
up the rivers, they could only be reached by 
ascending the stream in small vessels, which those 
of his fleet were not. A desire^^ therefore, not 
to waste time, determined him not to explore 
these rivers, the last of which was surrounded 
with. a well peopled country; he named it Rio 
del SoL* He states that the Sunday previous, 
he had thought it would be well to take a few 
of the natives from the pjace where the ships 
lay, for the purpose of carrying them to Spain, 
that they might acquire our language, and inform 
us what their country contained, besides becom- 
ing Christians and serving us at their return as 
interpreters, ^for I have observed,' says he, 
^ that these people have no religion, neither are 
they idolaters, but are^ very gentle race, with- 
out the knowledge of any iniquity ; they neither 
kill, nor steal, nor carry weapons, and are so 
timid that one of our men might put a hundred 
of them to flight, although they will readily sport 
and play tricks with them. They have a knowl- 
edge that there is a God above, and are firmly 
persuaded that we have come from heaven. 

* Puerto del Padre. 
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They very quickly learn such prayers as we re- 
peat to tfaem, and also to make the sign of the 
cross./ YouiHSighnesses should therefore adopt 
the resolutioti of converting them to Christianity, 
in which enterprise, I am of opinion that a very 
short space of ^time would suffice to gain to our 
holy faith multitudes of people, and to Spain, 
great riches and immense dominions, with all 
their inhabitants ; there being, without doubt, in 
these countries vast quantities of gold, for the 
indians would not without cause give us such de- 
scriptions of places where the inhabitants dug it 
from the earth, and wore it in massy bracelets 
at their necks, ears, legs, and arms. Here are 
also pearls and precious stones, and an infinite 
amount of spices. In the river de Mares which 
1 left last evening, there is undoubtedly a great 
deal of mastick, and the quantity might be in« 
creased, for the trees transplanted, easily take 
root ; they are of a lofty size, bearing leaves and 
fruit like the lentisk; the 'tree, however is taller 
and has a larger leaf than the lentisk, as is men- 
tioned by Pliny, and as I have myself observed 
in the island of Scio in the Archipelago. I or- 
dered many of these trees to be tapped in or- 
der to extract the resin, but as the weather was 
rainy all the time I was in the river, I was una- 
ble to procure more than a very small portion, 
which I have preserved for your Highnesses. It 
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is possible also that this is Dot the proper 
season for collectii^ it, which, it is likely, may be 
in the spring, when they begin to' put forth their 
blossoms; at present the fruit upon them is near* 
ly ripe. Great quantities of cotton might be 
raised here, and sold, as I think, profitably, with- 
out being carried to Spain, but to the cities 
of the Great Can^ which we shall doubtless 
discover, as well as many others belonging to 
other sovereigns ; these may become a source 
of profit to your Highnesses by tradii^ thither 
with the productions of Spain and the other 
European countries. Here also is to be found 
abundance of aloe, which however is not a 
thii^ of very great value, biit the mastick 
assuredly is, being met with no where else 
except in the before-mentioned island of Scio^ 
where if I remember rightly it is produced 
to the amount of fifty thousand ducats value in 
a year. The mouth of this river forms the best 
harbour I have yet seen, being wide, deep and 
free from' shoals, with a fine situation for a town 
and fortification Where ships may lie close alcmg 
the shore, the land high, with a good air and fine 
streams of water./^ Yesterday a canoe came to 
the ship with six young men, five of them came on 
board, whom I ordered to be detained, and have 
them with me ; I then sent ashore to one of the 
houses, and took seven women-and three children r/ 
this I did that the indians might tolerate their 
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captivity better with their company, for it has 
often happened that the • Portuguese have earn- 
ed the natives from Guinea to Portugal, for the 
purpose of learning their language, and when 
this was done, and they returned with them to 
Guinea, expecting by reason of the good treat- 
ment they had showed them, and the presents 
they had given them, to find great benefit in 
their use, they have gone among their own peo- 
ple and never appeared more. Others have done 
differently, and by keeping their wives, have 
assured themselves of their possession. Besides, 
these women wSl be a great help to us in acquir- 
ing their language, which is the same throughout 
all these countries, the inhabitants keeping up a 
communication among the islands by means of 
their canoes* This is not the case in Guinea, 
where there are a thousand different dialects, 
one tribe not understanding another. /This eve- 
ning came on board, the husband of one of the 
women, and father of the three childreiv/which 
were a boy and two girls,^e intreated me to 
let him accompany them, whieh I very willii^ly 
granted \J the natives whom I had taken from 
here, were all so delighted at this as to induce 
me to think them his relations. He is a person 
of about forty-five years of age.' All this is in 
the exact words of the Admiral ; he also says 
that he found thcweMher somewhat cold, and 
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being in the winter, thought it not advisable to 
prosecute his discoyeries any farther towards the 
north* This day, Monday, they sailed by sun-^ 
set, eighteen leagues, East by South, io a cape 
which he named Cabo de CkAa.1t .. 

Tuesday, Nov. 13th. All n^ht beat up and 
down making no progress, which was done for 
the purpose of examining a gap between two 
lofty mountains which they had noticed at sunset, 
and which seemed to be a separation between 
the land of Cuba and that of Bohio^ this the In- 
dians on board signified to them in the usual way. 
At daylight they stood towards the land, and 
passed a point which appeared at night about 
two leagues in extent ; they then entered a spa- 
cious gulf fiire leagues to the SSE., and saw a 
cape five leagues further onward where, between 
two high mountains there was discernible a lai^e 
gap: whether this was a strait of the sea, they 
could not determine; and because the Admiral 
was anxious to proceed on to the island they 
called Babeque, where, as he understood there 
was much gold, and this island was to the East, 
he put out to sea, perceiving no shelter on the 

* From what he here relates* it appears that had he 
proceeded Northerly he would undoubtedly, in two days, 
have discovered Florida. — ^Las Casas. 

t Puntade Mulas. 

X Sierras del Cristal & Sierras del Moa. 
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coast from the ricrfence of the wind, which Mew 
more strongly than ever^ they kept oo^ thekr 
course £ast» with the wkid from the North, 
eight miles an hour, till sUnset^ when they had 
sai]fid fifty-six miles, which are fourteen leagues, 
East from Caho de Ctdm. Of the coast otBohiOj 
which was to leewardv they had viewed appar- 
ently eighty miles^ <^ twenty leagues, beginning 
at the cape of the gulf above mentioned^ AH 
this coast runs ESE. and WN W. 

Wednesday^ Nov. 14th. Stood off and on 
during the night, not jodging it safe to sail amcHf^ 
the islands in the dark. The Indians informed 
them yesterday that the distance from Rio de 
Mares to the island of Babeque was three days 
voyage, this of course was to be understood of a 
voyage in their canoes, which go about seven 
leagues in a day. The wind was lights and 
though their direction was East, it would not 
allow them to steer within a poii^ of this 
course ; these^ and other hindrances which are 
related, kept them from makic^ any progress be» 
fore morning. At sunrise the Admiral, in con- 
sequence of the wind having shifted from N. to 
NE. determined to steer for the land, and seek 
a harbour, and in the event of not meeting with 
one, to return to that he last quitted. Having 
gone that night twenty-four miles East by South, 
he stood South for the land, and arriving n.ear, 
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saw many harbours, inlets, and islands ; the wind 
blowing strong with a high sea, he did not dare 
risk an entrance into either of them, but kept 
along the coast NW. by W., still looking out for 
a harbour : a great many were seen, but noqe of 
them appeared safe ; having gone in this manner 
sixty-four miles, they came to a very deep en- 
trance, a quarter of a mile wide, with a river, 
forming a good haven,* here they entered and 
found it spacious and deep, containing so many 
islands that they could not be counted, these 
were of a good size and lofty, covered with 
palm and other trees of a thousand different 
sorts. The Admiral was struck with admiration 
at viewing so many islands of such a height, and 
declares to the King and Queen that he believes 
there are not higher mountains in the world than 
those which he saw along the coast, and among 
these islands, and that none equal them in beau- 
ty, they being without clouds or snow. At the 
feet of these mountains there is great depth of 
water. He states it as his opinion that these 
islands are the innumerable ones which in the 
maps, are placed at the extremity of the East^t 
and says he believes they contain great riches, 

* Probably Puerto de TanamOy in Cuba. 

t In the map of Martin de Behem, drawn up in 1492^ 
and published by Mur and Cladera, a great multitude of 
islands are laid dowD, at the Qastera limit of India. 
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precious stones^ and spicerj, and extend far ^o 
the South, spreading out on each side. He 
named this place La Mar de^uestra Semra^ and 
the harbour near the strait which is the entrance 
to these islands, he called Puerto del Principe, of 
which he made no further survej than by iriew- 
ing it from without, till he returned to it on the 
Saturday of the following week, as will after- 
wards appear. The Admiral dilates very much 
upon the fertility, beauty and loftiness of these 
islands, and cautions the king and queen not to be 
surprised at the great admiration he expresses, for 
as he assures them he does not represent a Hund- 
redth part of the truth. Some of these moun- 
tains appeared to feach to ' the skies, and were 
shaped like the points of diamonds, and others 
very lofty with table summits. A great depth ot 
water was at their feet, so that the largest car- 
rack,* might He there. None of them were 
rocky, but all covered with wood. 

Thursday, Nov. 15th. The Admiral went with 
the boats to #isit the islands, of which he gives 
a wonderful description, and says he found mas- 
tick and great abundance of aloe. Some of the 
islands were cultivated with the roots which 
the indiansuse in making their bread. Fire was 
found burning in several places, but they met 

. * A ship of the largest size. 
II 
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tPith no fresh water. A few mhabitents weiie 
Men, who fled. Thej found the water an depth 
from £fteeft to tixteen fathooMt with ^ Modf 
hottoB), and no rodkB, a Tory desirable thji^ to 
eEiai«ers, as these last are yery dingeraos in 
cutting the cables. 

Friday^ Nor. 16th. They made it a prMttce 
in all those couatries and islands, on gMip on 
ihore^ to set up and leave there, a cross. The 
Admiral went in the boat to the mouth of Ihis port, 
end upon a point of land, found two liBui^e tnmks 
<tf trees, of dififevent siaes, laid aeruss eaehi olher 
ki the shape of a cross, so exactly that be says a 
earpenter ooald not Imve done the thiog with more 
precision ; haying paid their adorations to ihil, 
be ordered that these trunks should be taken and 
made into a large and lofty crucifix. Canes were 
foum) about the shore, but they could not dis- 
coyer where they grew. The Admiral thought 
they had floated down some river, and were 
washed ashore, and id this he was rightii They 
entered a core or inlet within the entrance of 
the port toward the South East; hens: Aey 
found a rocky promontory with a very bold shore, 
where the largest carraok in the^ world might 
lie dose to the land, with: a recess; cmt conief in 
which half a doaen ships might lie without -an- 
chors as ill a dock. This appeared to him a copre- 
nient situation for a fortress, in case these islands 
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sboqld 9Tar I^goim a gre^t m^t of ty^^f Ji^^ 
turnings Iq t W shifH he IcNund the i|i4iaQ9» pi|. bi)iir4 
fifiljdiig Ccur eo^Uea, wJ;tkh ar^iouQ^l of % la#^# ^m 
in these seiim ile m«^de thi) erew 4i¥^ he^^ wd 
se^Kebv&Mi biitloD-eheUs wbicl> iire t^he qwI^Im ini 
whkh pearls are found ; (hey 9Me€)eed^ ^^ ohtajti^ 
n^ mapj of then^ butjo^ peaHs ) thi^ Im thmight 
was awrk^ to the eeaaea beiiig> unfits aod waa ef 
opinion that the proper tijaie< must bein JM&y aod 
Jwie* The aattora found a creatwre whhhi ap- 
peared like m iaso. They fished with eeta aind 
tooke^isbemoi^ <^era resembtieg a. hogi}^ 
tatty covered' witli a shell of exoeedieg; hardee9a»i 
being sQft nowhere except at the ey^s and taii- 
Tbe Admiral: d^e€ted> it to be presef ved; ^r salt* 
ii^, as a curiosity* }. 

Saturday, Nov. Uth. The Admiral went opt 
board the boat in. the morning for the purpose .of 
viskang the islands in the South Weflt» which 
hsA not been sunreyed. A great number were 
cNecovered^ rery fertile and of a beautiful apfiear- 
aiioe» with the water irery deep among them i in. 
sereral of theses streams c^ fresh water were seen 
rmuung down ta the aea, which were ^boug^.to 
proceed from sprii^ amoi^ the Bteuotaiiis. VtK^ 
ceedingonwardy they came to a fine ri/rerof he&h 
water, which was found to be rery cool ;< heiie was 
dso a delighlfuji* meadow> witk great numbers 
of psJm- trees- mere lofty than aey they ha4 yet 
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seen; aecordii^ to the AdmiraPs relation the j 
found nutmegs here, and lai^e inclian tniee, -also 
craw-fish of a large size. Great flocks o^ birds 
were seen, and they smelt a powerful odour of 
muskf which article, they entertained no dotibt^ 
was to be met with in these parts. This day 
the two eldest of the indians which had* been 
taken at Rio de, Mares^ and sent on board the 
Nina made their escape. 

Sunday, Not. I8th« The Admiral with miany 
of' the crew, went in the boats to land, for the 
purpose of settii^ up the cross which had been 
made from the logs belbrementioned : this was 
done at the entrance of Puerto del Principe^ whmn 
was selected a beautiful spot, clear of wood, for 
the situation : it was a lofty elevation and a^onl«» 
ed an enchanting prospect. He says that the aea 
here ebbs and flows much more than at any 
other place he has visited in these countries; this 
he thinks must be ascribed to the multitude of 
islands in the neighbourhood. The tide, hid 
informs us is the reverse of what it is among us^ 
for when the moon is SW. by S. it is low water 
in this. port Being Sunday they remained her# 
through the day. 

, Monday, Nov. 19th* Set sail before sunr^^e, 
but met with a calm. At noon it began to blow 
a little from tlie east, and they steered NN£; 
^t sunset. Puerta dd Principe bore SS W. sevett 
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leagues dktant Ther^ cane in sight of the island 
of Babequi^ wbidii bore <exacd j east, at the dis-' 
tanee of sixtj mileSi ' Tbej sailed alt night with 
a l^fat wind, nakiog a {Nrogress of sixtj miles^ 
and' at ten -e'elock the next day, they had eoni<« 
pie ted a dozen more, which amount to eighteen 
leagues in th^ direction of N£. hj N. 

Tuesday, Nor. '20tli. Th^ island or islands of 
Babeque bore ESE., from which quarter the 
wind blew, beii^- of course ahead/ Seeing no 
prospect of the'wind^s shifting, and the sea being 
h^, the Admiral resolved to pot about and re^ 
torn to Pt^rto del Principe^ from whence thfey had 
lest sailed, and which was distant twenty-five 
leagues. - He was unwillii^ to proceed to 
the ' island he had named Isahela^ which 
was abtnit a 'dozen leagues off, and where he 
might have anchored that day, for two reasons^ 
the one, because he saw two islands to the south, 
which he wished to examine, the other because 
h^ feared that the Indians on board, which he had 
faken from San Sthador or Guanahani as the 
natives called it^ might effect their escape, as that 
island was only eight leagues distant from Isabela^ 
this he was desirous to prevent^ as he wished to 
carry them to Spain. The indians as he informs 
us, were given to undentand that in case the 
Spaniards met with gold they intended to set 
them at liberty. They arrived near Puerto del 
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Pfineip$i twt were wmV^ lo.^iiter,*<piii MCMDt<il^ 
the inght, bewlea tk^tX \h^ mrrmi ^ouriied HhtMi 
t0 the North W#ftt. Thejr tbw pH ftb»«t mA 
8.ta$d ta the North £a«t^ under' % $trmg hfrnwe^ 
which, bc^we^er, %hf^ ^boMt ^ thir^ ^nitciteif 
(he Di^bt, wh#Q thej etei^ed f)afht hy Nofth$ tb^ 
vfinA had ehanfge^ to SS&y w4 ^ dawo jt shifted 
i^m to South* At suqrise they found Puerto del 
Prificipe to bear nearly $W. \)j W., forty^roight 
jpiloB <Mr tweWe leegi«eft diiitwt. 

Wednesday, Not. 21s1» As socui a9 the 9W 
had risen, th#y ftood to the SaBt wiltih. a Softitjbar^ 
\y wiod ; the currents being coQtirary^ tbcy Boade- 
but little progiress ; tpwai^ eyeoiitg th^ badi 
gone twenty'-four miles, when the wind shifted^ 
to the East, apd thi^y steered l^oiith by East, a^ 
by sunset sailed a dozen miles. Here the Ad^ 
miral found their latitude to be twentyront de^ 
grees North, as at Puei^to de JUare^ but saye be^ 
shall make no further use of his quadrat^^tiU'he. 
arrives on shore, where he shall repak i|t «: It 
appeared to him that they were not in retdity soi 
far to the North, and ip this opinion he wa% 
r^bt. He was induced to think the quadrant 
was correct by obserrii^tg that the north $tar af^ 
peared as high as in C^tile, and -if this waa the 
fact, he must have bees in t^s, high a latitude ^ 
Florida, in tlu^ oa^ what is the jutuation of the 
inlands he has been mentionii^ ? Moreover he 
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•ttttes ihtA (he iwai ww cstesure, but k is cteMr 
tjiat if hb httd iMon open tho coast d Florida he 
would liot hiBiT^ S^mtA it hot bul ooM^ m it k aikaiit 
ifisst tikat ki no piirt of tbo #orld k a gireat beM 
QxfwtieDaed in . tnteh a latitudb except by some 
icoidental catise^ and e?«n this I beliere has 
neyer been kiriowikl^ Tfaia exotmy^ heat which 

* It is not easy ta understand these remarks of Lm 
(^iBSLS. In this instance, as well as in tlie two preceding, 
where th6 latttodb of pl^l^^ hm tteen specified, it is girsti 
fu^eni^-ofie degrees in tfme ttraDslation^.akhbugh the. states 
Dient of Columbus is forty'iwo: as the Spanish editor re- 
marks in a note upon the first of thtss^ pUdwIigfM, that Hfe 
^uadraifts.ih u^e al Uukt tiii« nfeasared hj douhle altitude, 
^nd b^ consequence fortj-twe degrees of the computation 
of CoioMhiDs «^ ib (06 th^deMdod as hdf that dumber tc- 
taai distabi^ £rohi this •qliatoi', it was thought prbpelr to 
make the alterations above stated, especially as from a 
kribWled*^!^ of the locfkHties rdferred to, it appears that half 
the'e^idibriaidlslafiee (lived in ^e orij^al, ii tin tm^ 
latitude of those places. From the observation, however, 
of Ub)umt>us, respecting the appearance idf the polar star, 
oiM WiMld lie led to i&^fn^ th&t be sappdlM bimsfelf in 
realiljf aaffur Nortl^ as fprty*tw9 degrees, aod it ^ould seem 
from what is obsei^ed by Las Casas — namely ttiat in the lat- 
Mlde iipe^iflM by the Admir&l, the' kxc^tkiie heat Which 
M iteitioa% d#iild no^ bitve ^isted,<<— that he understood 
thfe actual distance North to be as great as that expressed 
hi the Joumdl : it would be surprising, if this were the 
fkct, thit tjas dasas, who had made sfcveral voyages to 
AtnieWcli, should be totally ignorant ol* the methods of nau- 
i\AX difl<^ura(lbn. fiesides, we notion that he believed the 
lalilude meotiohad, to be really what the numbers express, 
id irreconcilable with his observation that their dbtance 
fSdfii'Aie eqiiiilor woiita have'' been in the parallel of Fior- 
idk; Now this part of the continent w^bs early discovered, 
add its true aiioaiion very well kno)^:n when Las Casai? 
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the Adipiral Bays they.- suffered, indicates that 
in these Indies and in the parts were thej were 
saiUng there most be a great deal of gold. To- 
day Martin AIodseo Pinzon, in the cararel Pinta, 
left the other ships, without ieare of the Admi- 
ral, incited by his cupidity, upon the occasion of 
an indian on board his vessel offering to direct 
him whither he might find much gold. Thus he 
abandoned them without any excuse of necessity, 
or stress of weather^ and the Admiral remarks, 
* he has by lai^uage and actions, occasioned me 
many other troubles.' 

Thursday, Not. 22d. I/ast night, sailed South 
by East, ^ith an easterly wind, which, however, 
blew very Uttle. At the third watch it b^an to 
blow from the NNE.; they continued their 
.course southerly, to examine the land which they 
saw in that quarter, and at sunrise found them- 
selves as far distant from it, as they were the day 
before, by reason of the contrary currents ; the 
land was forty miles distant. Martin Alonzo 
steered to the East for the island of Babeque 

wrote, so that no possibility exits of his supposing it to be 
so far North as fortj-two degrees, and this writer himself 
remarks in a note which has already been given, that two 
days sail farther North from the coast of Cuba would have 
carried our navigator to that country. That the polar star 
coold have been little more than half as high as it is seen' 
in Spain, it is hardly necessary to observe. It does not ap- 
pear how the statement of the Admiral respecting its ap- 
pearance can be accounted for. 
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where the Indians told him there was much gold ; 
he was in s^ht of the Admiral, about sixteen 
miles off. All night the Admiral stood towards 
the land, haying taken in some of the sails, and 
carrying a light, as he thought the Pinta was 
steering towards him. The night was clear, and 
there was a fine breeze which might have enap 
bled her to come u|as had her commander beeo 
so disposed 

Friday, Nov. 23. Kept on their course South 
towards the land with a light wind ; the current 
set so strong against them, that they made no 
prepress ahead, but found themselves at sunset, 
where tl^ey had been in the morning. The wind 
was ENE. and favorable for sailing to the South, 
except that it was light. Beyond the cape which 
they saw before them, extended out another head- 
land toward the East, which the Indians on board 
called Bohio^ and s^d it was very large, and con- 
tained inhabitants with one eye in their foreheads 
and others which they called Canibaks^ and 
«poke of them with many marks of fear ; aa soon 
as they saw the ships were taking that course 
they were struck with terror,, and signified that 
the peofAe went armed, and would devour them,. 
The Admiral declares that he believes there is 
some ti*uth in their representations, but thinks that 
these people described as possessing arms, must 
be a race of some sagacity, and that having 
12 
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made prisoners of some of the mother IndraM, 
their friends not finding them to return^ cMctird* 
ed they had ea^en themu This, in fact^ was tlie 
bpbion entertained of the Spaniards bjr some 6i 
the natives at their first arrival. 

Satur&y, Nov. 24th, Sailed all night, and at 
three o'clock, in the morning, arrived at a low 
flat island,* being the same which they bad visit-^ 
ed th^ week before in their voyage to the iskuid 
6[ Babeque. At first the Admiral was imwibii^ 
to ap{H*oai!h the shore, as it appeared to him 
that the sea rendered it unsafe. At length he 
proceeded to the gulf which he had naimed L^ 
Mar 4e Nm$tra Senoroj where the multitniiie of 
islands was discovered : Here he entered (h# 
harbour which is situated at the entrance V the 
strait. He says, that had he before knowti of 
the existence of th{s harbour, and had not ocou^ 
pied himself with visiting the islands in the gul^ 
he should not have found it necessary to piit 
back, although he looks upon the time as well 
bestowed in exploring the islandsi Arrived at 
the land, he dispatched the boat and sounded 
the harbour, the entrance was found from sm 
to twenty fathoms deep, with a fine sandy bet* 
torn. He then sailed up the harbour with the 
ships, steering southwest and afterwards West, 
the low island above mentioned bearing northerly 

* Cayo de Moa. 



and fdraiitig mth another isliuid $ pPH. si^^ktnt 
to contaia ail the ships in Spaiin,'^ where tjh^y! 
might tie without olporii^ perfe^tljr saliiQ itoml 
all winds. The eqtranpe her^. is fre^i the south* 
east, and there is an. outlet toward: tlm we«(,; 
yeiy broad anddeep^ so. that these islands inaf he. 
sailed between^ and exaoiined bjr anj one coming^ 
from the north. Thej are at the foot of a higllb 
mountaint which extends a eonsiderable dktanc^. 
from East to Wert, and is the Ibogest^and' mos^ 
loftj amoi^ the infinite number if hiob'are to be 
found upon this coast. A ridge^ of ro(^ runs 
along at the fbot of the mountaki toward tlii% 
entrance of tb^ strait/ Towaixl the Soujbhdafti: 
and in the direction^ of tli0 low is^nd^; thei?^ is. 
another reei^ but sinall $ between th^rqi the wa-^ 
ter is rery diep and the passage wide, as ia 
before remarked. Within the entrance at the 
Southeast, thej discoYored a river^ very fair 
and wide, and of greater vokiaie than anjr they 
had jet seen. The watw was fresh quite to 
the sea. It had a bar at its vicHJtby but a good 
depth of eight w nine fathoms inside. The land 
hers^ as disewhere, was totally coyered witb 
palm aad other trees. 



* This IS eidier the harbour of Santa Caiqima, or mors 
probably that of Cayo de Moc^y to w;hich it is i^d<^, ^e 
description in the text exacUy answers. These plates are 
in the eastern extremity of Cuba. 

t Sierras 4o Moa. | Xjo de Sf oa. 
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Sundaj/Nov. 25y Before sunrise the Ad mi^ 
ral went in the boat to yiew a cape or point of 
land* to the Southeast of the low island, about 
a league and a half distant, as it appeared to him 
there was in that quarter some conyenient riyer.. 
About two bow shots from the cape to the 
Southeast, heMiscoyered a fine stream running^ 
down a mountaint with loud murmurs. -^He pro- 
ceeded towards it, and found' in the stream cer- 
tain stones which shone with spots of a golden 
hue^:|: recollecting that gold was found in the 
riyer Tagus near the sea, he entertained no 
doubt that this was the metal, and directed that 
a collection of these stones should be made to 
early to the King and Queen^ While thej were 
about this, the shipbojs cried out that they saw 
pine trees; the Admiral looked towards the 
mountain, and discoyered pines of such loftiness 
and admirable shape, that he found it impossible 
to exaggerate in the description of them^ their 
trunks being tall and straight to a maryel. Here, 
he perceiyed that there might be procured 
masts, plank, and eyery such material for build- 
ing the largest ships. Here were also oaks and 
strawberry-trees, a conyenient stream and good 
site for saw-mills; the land was high, and the 

' * Puf^ 4el Mar^U of dd Guarico. 
t Sierras de Mioa. 
I Piedras de M«rgarita^ according to Las Casas. 
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air the most agreeable they bad yet met >iifitb. 
Many stones of a ferruginous colour were found 
along the shore, and others which some of the 
men said, came out of silver mines;- all these 
were brought down by the stream. They pro- 
cured from the forest, a yard and mizen-mast for 
the caravel Nina. Proceeding to the mouth of 
the river, they put into a bay* at' the foot of the 
cape at the Southeast, which they found spa- 
cious and deep, and capable of containing a huni^ 
dred ships without anchors or moorings; a-finel* 
port than this they had never seen, c The moun- 
tains were remarked very lofty, with many-fine 
streams running down their sides ; all were cov- 
ered with forests of pines and other beautiful 
trees. Two or three other rivers were 8een.y 
The whole he describes to the King and Queen 
with much enthusiasm : the pines especially, it 
gave him inexpressible joy to behold, as they 
afforded the means of building any desirable 
number of ships. He cannot represent, ais he 
affirms, the hundredth part of wh^t he saw, and 
declares that it pleased our Lord to go on dis- 
covering to him, thir^ more and more valuable ; 
and in all that had been met with, the countries, 
their productions and inhabitants, things had 
grown better and better. He adds that hitnself 
who saw these wonders, being struclrwith such 

^ Puerto de Jaragua. 
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admtrfttioD, miich greater must b» caused in one 
irho only heart of tbeioi and that tHme woeld-^ be-' 
Kere the accouDtB of tbe&e thtog^i unless tbejr* 
saw thsii. 

Mendajr, How. 3& At sunrise they vifseighe4 
aw^hprf.end set sail from the harbour of iScpita^ 
'Gamtina within the low island ; they proceeded 
" alepg the coast with a %ht breece froo. thier 
Southwest) towards Cabo del Pko^ at the Souths 
^esti and arrived at the cape late in the after» 
eeony th^a wind having died away; they espied 
in- the direction of Southeast by East^ another 
cape about sixty miles distant ; nearer the ship 
was. a thiitd^ which bore Soiitheaat by Souths 
apparently twenty miles distant, this the! Admi? 
mi Bamed; Ce&o de Companct they could not 
fieaeh it before nighty as the wind failed them. 
They sailed this day thirty-two miles, which ^tf*e 
e%bt leagues : in this course they saw and maricr 
ed down^ njne very remarkable harbours^ which 
&he mariners affirmed to be excellent, sdso five 
large rivers were seen, the ships keeping dcae 
along the coast for the purpose of making a fuH 
survey* /The land seemed to consist entirely of 
very lofty mountains of a delightful appearance^ 
not rocky or barren, but smooth and aboundii^ 
in beautiful valleys, the whple most enchantingljr 
covered yrAYx tall and flourishing trees,) amoi^ 

* Punta del Maogk^ or GhiArico. f Pnnta Vaez. 
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^hich uppeaired tobemuly ^ws. > Bepki 
Oabo id Pkfs toward the. Sootkeast, wer^ » 
MNl{de of islete Wch. of about fanri^ - leogaas iq 
circuit, and within these, three fine liai^boar% 
tad two large rifrer^'. Ne io'itw wwre wen^dib'ng 
fttie coast, although <thete^ lir^re fut>baWjr DUm^ 
ki these parts, tx> judge from Ute itodicationftitlley! 
ioiet with, fon^hfei^fer the^ DmA ob shore, they 
found fires bfuming, aod other signs of iodialutatotB^ 
The. Admiral thought the land that Was xem ta 
tte Southeast of. Coio de Comjponay iwas -die is^ 
hud called hy. the kidians Bohio^ as it apjpieatied ta 
be separated Inom. the main lami Att 4h^ ihh 
ti?es whom ihey had hitherto met with, seemed 
to ieiilertain a great dread of the /people of the 
{i}acfe ihfj called Caniba or Canim^^ and stated 
that they resided in ,this island of Bohio, which 
the Admiral says must be a very largie one, and 
ttpnks that the inhabitants plunder .Ihehuids 
and houses of the other mdianf, who are rery 
cowardly and are %norant of weapods* It is on 
this account that he supposes the iadians anb 
afrSBiid to build their houses tiear the sea, in the 
vicinity of their enemies. He relates that the 
indiims %» board, when they perceived theSpanh 
iards were directing their course thither, were 
struck speechless with terror, thinking they should 
be devoured; these apprehensions they were una* 
ble to shake off, but persisted in affirming that the 
men of this country had the- faces of dogs, with 
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only one e^e ; this the Admiral did not beliere,- 
and was of opinion that these peofde who made 
prisoners of the other indians, belonged to tfae 
Great Can. 

Tuesday, Nov. 27th. At sunset last n^ht 
the J approached the cape which they had* 
named Cabo de Campana, and as the sky was 
clear and the wind light, the Admiral thought it 
best not to anchor, although there were fire or 
six excellent ports to leeward. This he was in- 
cited to do by his wish to make up the time he 
had spent in lingering about and viewing the 
beautiful places he had passed. On this account 
they beat up and down all night, during which 
time the currents carried them along five or six 
leagues to the Southeast. Beyond Cabo de 
Campana they discovered a large strait which 
appeared to make a division in the land, with 
what seemed to be an island in the middle. The 
wind being Southwest, the Admiral determined 
to put about, and examine it. On arriving thither 
it was found to be a large bay ;'^ at the South-, 
easterly extremity was a lofty promontory of a 
square shape, which appeared like an island.t 
The wind shifted to the North, and they stood . 
about, and steered Southeast, for the purpose of 
making discoveries along the coast. At the foot 
of the cape called Cabo de Campana they found 

* Baracoa. t Monte del Yunque. 
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an excellent harbour* and lai^e riyer; a 
beyond, another river, half a league further, a 
third rirer; and another half a league onward, a 
fourth* Four additional rivers were seen with- 
in the distance of as many leagues, the last of 
them about twenty miles from Cabo de CampanOy 
to the S£. The most of thpse had safe en- 
trances of great breadth and depth, and form ex- 
cellent harbours for large ships, being free from 
rocks, shoals and reefs. /Standing along the 
coast they discovered at the S£. of the last river 
a large town,t which exceeded in size any they 
had hitherto seen ; a vast multitude of people 
came down to the sea shore shouting loudly ; they 
were all naked and had javelins in their hands./ 
The Admiral desired to have some conversation 
with them, and ordered the sails to be lowered ; 
they came to anchor and the boats were dis- 
patched on shore with such preparation and or- 
der, that the indians should neither receive any 
injury, nor cause any to the Spaniards. Som^ 
trifles were sent in the boats for distribution 
among them. Those on shore/made a show of 
attempting to prohibit the landing of the Span^ 
iards, but perceiving the boats fearlessly ap 
preaching the land they retired to a distance^ 
The Spaniards thinking that a small number of 

•j" Puerto del Maravi. f Qaracoa. 
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the c^ew iiniight approach ihf^fjfi ijirithout caj^siog 
^ny fear, three of their Qum^r a4yi^Qced lo- 
wards the indiaDs, calhpg out to tjb(em 19 the }i^ 
diaD language, (which they h^ l<^^n)t in 80jpf 
degree froip those pn board) not to ^ aff ai^f pqir 
withstaqdii]^ this they took jto ^htj Ifsayiqg qojt 
a soul behii^. T^he Spaniards proceeded |to th.^ 
houses, which were built of straw, after jthe J^^Or 
fipjp of the others, but found neither iiiha^ft^tif 
nor furniture. T^^J retfifupd to the ships 9^ 
set sail at noon for a pleasant cape,** which thej 
saw at the East, about eight league^ djfitant. 
Jlayii^ sailed half a league in the bay, t^j^y ^e^ 
scried toward the South a very sii{gM|af bar- 
bour.t The country at the SE. presented a x^c^^ 
delightful view, descending in an open plaip ffoip 
the mountains. /Large towns, and the s|:nQke of 
many ^res were seen, and the land app^^r^d to 
be well cultivated./ These determined the 4^- 
miral to put into the liarbour above mentioned, 
and attempt some intercourse with the peopje. 
This harbour he declares to be far superior to all 
he had yet seen, for the populousness and beauty 
of the country in tlie neighborhood, and th^ 
fineness of the air. He speaks in teripais of. ad- 
miration of the beauty of the fieMs and th,^ 
forests, among which were pines and palmr 

* Ponta de Maici. t Puerto de Qarffcoa. 
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trees', 'the j^iti b^fdli^ib^ntion^^ ^iteddScP ^ 

strefAtos (Crossing it Which niti ddWft frorti th^! 
moatitaifis^' ah6gether fotj^hg the m^t^beatitifiir 
ptmj^eet in' the v^orid. H«iving< incbored;^ tb^^ 
Admiral went iki th^ I^(^t to sotlikl'. the hhl'bdiir,' 
ifhi<ih was of a circJuter shap^, atad aft the tAouth^ 
of ittoWard the Sbutli He found tlie entrance of 
a^ stream, wide enoiig^h to admit a galley; this 
was so situated as not to be seen before arriving 
close to the splot. At a dktaftCe 6t the length' 
of the boat within, thero were fouhd* eight fatb- 
oms depth of water. Proceeding up the" stream 
he was astonished to perceive the* fre^h and lux- / 
uriant verdure of the trees, the cleat^ss of th^ 
water, the variety of the birds, alid the^ beauty 
of the whole prospect, and declares he vvasn^ver 
willing to leave the place, fie observed to th^ 
crew who accompanied him that a thousand^ 
toi^es would be insufficient to inform the King 
and' Queen of what they saw there, or a thou- 
sand hands to describe theoK, and that he ap- 
peared tc be under the influence of enchantment. 
He w^ desirous th^t other persons of prudence 
and credit shbuld be witnesses of them, and says 
he is certain their descriptions will not fall short 
of his. He adds these words, fit is indubitable 
sovereign Princes, that in such countries there 
must be- things of infinite valueyand the profits 
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that may be acquired here I am not able ta 4e^ 
scribe* 1 am unwiUiog to remain long in any 
port, but desire to yisit all the lands m this quar^ 
teff that I may give a relation of them to your 
Highnesses^ The language of tliis people neither 
I nor any of my company understand, and we are 
perpetually making mistakes in our conyersatioi^ 
with one another. I place little confidence in 
the indians I have on board, as . they hare ser* 
eral times attempted to escape* Henceforth, 
with the permission of our Lord, I shall use my 
exertions, and have the language taught to some 
of our people, for I perceive that thus far the 
dialect is the same throughout. Thus we shall 
acquire a knowledge of all that is valuable here^ 
and shall endeavour to convert to Christianity^ 
these people, which may be easily done as they 
are not idolaters, but are without any religion^ 
Your Highnesses may rirder a city and fortress 
to be built here, and possess the country. And 
I assure your Highnesses that, to my thinkings 
there are not under the sun better lands, consid* . 
ering the fertility of the soil, the temperature of 
the air and the abundance of fine streams of war 
ter, which are not pestilent, like the rivers of 
Guinea, for, praised be our Lord, there has not 
as yet been one among all my crews broii^t 
upon his bed by sickness, or even afflicted with 
so much as a headache, excepting an old man who 
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}^m witji f opi$ i^Mfi^i ajlpw^^ him ttf deparfc. 
Tbe 44wr/al wa^ .4(P^iFPyB of ^^e'mg bi»» in order 
4b^t bl? pught ^if ? biia pome dotbei^ 9lld havfi 
Sjp^ie CQ^flprBntlfHh ivithfeim, for Ji§ Wft3 m«ch 
jjf^ht^^ with the cpuptiy mod judged it tp bfl 
yery popujpu^ Th^jr ^wd a Q^^l^e pf wax* ip 
ppe <rf tb^ bpp^e^^ whi^Jli tjbiey preserved for the 
King and Queep, ;^p4 the Adpnir^l was of opipr 
ipp fbat \yberp iy^i: if^s found tbere iQ^st be a 
grf^^t qpiftny pthpr yaluable coiaiRiodjties. In onQ 
pf tbp bpu^es, \yas li]^ewise fpupd ^ Plan's l>ead 
b^r^ipg froqa a beaqi ip a ^ip^l coyered bas» 
kf^i y tbe Uk^ tbey fpupd in a bquee iq pne of 
tb^ ptb^r yillages. The iVdipira} tb<Higbt the^^ 
wer^. bi^ad? o ( tbe principal pien,^ as tb^ bosses 
kk wbk^b tb^y werfi met vf'ith were of a very 
l^rg^ si:i;^9 wd tba^t tbe pe^'sc^s to who^ tbey 
b^lpnged were rqle^tion^ 

Fiiidayj Npv. 3Qtb. They could m^* put to sea, 
tJbte wipd beipg ftopi^ the E, s^pd Goptrary, ^he 

Adpiiral sent eight pi4BPi.?if«p^di with two of th^ 
ipdiapspp bii^»tQ e:8^plore the coMntry, apd ob- 
tmasQp^ cQpipiMpic^.tipn. wMb thpi iphs^bltants. 

Tbey e^we.tawwy bpueea wiihdpt findipg withip 

t^ip, p<Qmp9 Pit tbipg^ tlip ipb.s^bit^ts having ^d. 
At length they discovered four young p^ep dig- 
ging in the fields, who pi^rceiviug the Spaniards, 

* This according to Las Casas must have come from 
Yucatan. 
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took to iight, and codd not be overtaken. They 
trarelled a conBiderable distance an^^w a great 
many Tillages ; the land was very fertile and the 
whole under cultivatien. * I^arge streams of wa^ 
ter were seen, and in the neighborhood of one, 
they saw a canoe very finely built of a sii^le log^y 
it was ninety-five spans in length, and^apable of 
carryii^ a hundred and fifty men.y 

Saturday, Dec Ist They remained still in port, 
the wind continuing ahead with rain in abun- 
dance. At the entrance of this harbour, which 
was named Puerto Santo,* they set up a cross ii> 
the solid rock; the point where this was done 
18 in the southern part near the mouth, and who- 
ever wishes to sail into the port, should keep 
near the northwesterly point rather than the 
other, the depth at the foot of each being twelve 
fathoms dose to the shore, and free from ob- 
structions; but at the entrance of the harbour 
near the southeasterly point there is a shoal 
which rises above the winter, and so far from the . 
shore that a vessel may pass between the point 
and it, in case of necessity. Round about the 
shoal and the point there is a depth of twelve and 
fifteeq fathoms. Coming in, it is requisite te 

steer SW. 

Sunday, Dec. 2d. The wind stOl contrary^ 

they could not depart, although every night there 

^ Baracoa. 
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blew a famd-breeze. The Admiral states that 
there would be no dai^er of dHvii^ ashore m 
this harbour, in the most Tidtetit storms, bj rt^ 
son of the shoiA ait the entrance. In tbe ttoirtH 
of the river a shifts boy found setae stones which 
seemed to contain gold, these were preserved foir 
the King and Q:iieeii. A lombarda shot froinr 
this place wtnre lai^ rivers. 

Monday, Dec. 3d. Still detained in port hf 
the weather. The Admiried resolved to visit n' 
fine cape which he saw a wSie distant from th^jf 
hflirbour at the SE. He accordii^y went witti' 
the boats and some of the cr^w armed. At thW 
foot of the cape he found the mouth of a pleasant* 
river ;• they rowed to the SE. to enter it, antf 
found it a hundred paces wide : the depth at thii' 
mouth was a fathom, but within fncreased t6* 
twelve, and there wi^s' Mom enough for all the' 
ships in Spain. Passit^ a bfahch of the streatir,^' 
they proceeded' to the SE. and came to a creekf' 
or covoj in which they saw fiVe \ivge canoes, vcrji^ 
handsomely wrought, like Jbstas. At the foc^ 
of the mduntain they fouhd the land all undet^ 
cultivatiom The'wobdt'irere very thick, and id 
passing through them, they came to a shed veijr 
well built and '^iightljr covered, so that neither 
sun nor rain could penetrate it : under it they 

* Rio Boma. 
14 
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foand n eanod* nade like the others, from a lo^ 
«fl lai^e as a -^tatu of sixteeD oars* it was well 
tiiapedi aad rerj handbomelj carved. -Th^y 
Aioeiided a Mouotaio and ofaBerred tht eowitry 
rwy le¥eh Maqjt produotioost were ohserved 
7r/W^j^ M6h ae^ gourds Wl the lik^^ and ' the fields offer- 
ed; a d^igbtful fXKxipeet. ^Th^y came ^uddealy 
npoD a Iwge town, aod all Ihe iqhabitaiitfl upOli 
pettseiviii^ them iiBmddiately fled/,: The imliaa 
who aooompanied the Spaniards called ont <.to 
them aot tofear^for thej were friends* -^be 
Admiral caused theme ^ be * preaeqted with 
hawk's bells, .brass ra^.and stjringB of green and 
yellow glaas^beadst^.witb the which they wore 
lujgbly delighted. . HayJi^ ascertained that they 
"fpoasessedao goULaorany. precious commodity^ 
the Spaniards returned to their boats. /The 
country was found T^y populous^ but the most of 
the inhabitants fled through feary" The Admiral 
4eclares to the. King and, Queen that these pecK 
fie are such cowacds that tm, men might put 
ten thousand of them toJighU They carrj no 
weapons save sticks wiUi th^s ends a little hard* 
ened«in the fire, thesQ .wf^e very . easily obtaip- 
«d from them. ArfiTed at. the boatsi two men 
were sent ofl* to ^a place wh^re the Admiral 
thoi^ht he bad seep a large bee-hive. Before 
their retum,/^many indians came to the boats 
where the Admiral was with his crew, and one 
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of theroi jimiped >iQto tW meria^ c^one to tbe 
stefo itf the A4oi]ral79 boat v^h^ra k^ .made^ 
long speech, iQothing o£^hicb vms uod^rstoodt 
eicept tlukt the other iodiaoRiield qp tbeir.han4s 
4o heaven from tiiae to timei and uttered loqd 
erie8.y The Adniral. wasiof 4>pjinioD that thej 
were assurng hiflB of the pleasare . which his ar- 
liral gwer them, but presently observed that the 
indiati od board changed colour^ and tcemblefd 
-exceedingly, entreating the Admiral by BigQ9 40 
•lesive the lirer^ for the nalivea were about d^ 
-kill them aH. He then took a cross-bow irofi 
otie of the* Spaniards and held it out towards t&ie 
iodiao^ and uttered aepeeehwhioh the Admiral 
understood to be a menace of hostility agatimt 
jthem* He iJso seized a eword, and drawing ft 
Iram the scabbard ehowed it to them, using the 
same lai^uage, which b^iag heard by those on 
abore they all took to flight. ^^The indian conun- 
ued trembling and overpowered with fear, al- 
though % stout, well made fellow.^ The Admiral 
determined not to leave the Tiver^but rowed for 
the shore toward a place where he/saw Biaiiy 
people, all of them naked, and stained red, some 
with tufts of feathe|!s in their heads, and all hav- 
ing javelins.y ^ I approaehed them' says be, ^ and 
gave them some pieces of bread, deman<tiog their 

* In the SpaQish ^furaed «3 yellowy w9X-\ 
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jaTeliiisi whi^b they gare me for a hawk's belt to 
(Nie^ a little hnm rit^ to another and a few bead» 
to another. In this ttianner they were all paci- 
fied, and came to the boats offering their articles 
for any thii^ We chose to give them in return. 
A turtle had been killed, and the shell lay in 
pieces in the boat ; the ship-boys purchased the 
javelins cf the indians with if, atlhe rate of a 
handful of them for a scale. These people are 
like the others I have seen, and imagine we 
hare come from heaven. They are ready to 
Imrter any thii^ they possess for whatever we 
choose to give them, without objecting to the 
iNttall vsiloe of it ; 'and if they had spices or gdd^ 
i beliete it would be the same./ I saw here a 
handsome house of a moderate size, with two 
doors, as all the others are; I entered it and 
found a very singular contrivance in the maMer 
of alcoves, which I cannot describe ; froth the 
ceiling hung cockle shells and t>ther thitig^ I 
took it to be a temple, and caHedHhe indians, de« 
manding of them by aigns whether they off*ered 
up their devotions there^ to which they replied 
,jn the n^i^ative, and one of them climbed tip, atkd 
gave me the ornaments which were hanging 
about ; some of them I accepted.* * 

Tuesday, Dec. 4th. They set sail with a light 
wind, and left this harbour, which received the 
name of Puerto Santa. At two leagues distance 
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they saw a fme river, mentioQed yesterday.l 
Kept along the coaft^aod found it, after having 
paired a cape, ta run ESE. and WN W., to a 
,Gape which they named Cabo Lindo't:, this is fivt 
leagues E. by S. from another called Cabo dd 
Monte^ and a league anda hcdf.from the last is ,% 
river somewhat narrow, whioh appears to have 
a safe end deep entrance. Three milesi from 
tbat,^ they saw another river, very lai^ge and 
which to appearance came from a distance, if 
was about a hundred paces wide, and eight 
fathoms deep, with a good entrance free from 
ahoala ; the water was fresh to the sea ; these 
facts were learqed- by dispatching a boat to sound 
and ei:amine'; it : the river appeared .to bring a* 
great a volume of . water to the sea, as any they 
bad seen, and probably had m^my towns on its 
banks*. Beyond CSoie Lindo there was a bay <^ 
considerable extent. 

Wednesday, Dec. 5tb- All last night they lay 
to oiST Cabo > lAndoy \xk order to examine the 
land whiehextonded to the east, and at sunme 
discoveredi^tanother capeij; in. that direction, 
two lea|^i68i:and a half distant, which having 
passed, they found the coast, began to tend io^ 
ward the south and south west§ and presently dis- 

* Rio Boma. t Punta del Frayle. 

];Puiita de los Azules. 

^ §T1iif is die Eastern extremity of Cuba, caUed Punta 
de Maici. 
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tor^red ^ lofty and hmndsome cape in tliat direcL 
]kion, about 8eir en V leagwB ' Irooi the kal. .Tiie 
Admiral irae iodinedfto iteer ^hat mvy^imihm 
^tosira to vmi the island of iBio&eftii/wliickaQ- 
tr Mrding to the indiaBa waa ta the northeaat^ra. 
c ( atrained him. ( The wind, i iowc? i er» jbloariog irvat 
the Northeast hindered him from steering tboft 
.iray/; preceedii^' onward, tkerefoise, ^e descii- 
ad land in the soutbeadt'^ which appeared to be 
quite a lai^e island^and aceerdii^ to tke^iinfim- 
mation of the indiani wa^ very 'populous^ and 
csdlad Bohui. The inhabitants of vCW6a of Jum i % 
and those of the other idandsienlertaiaeda gvant 
dread 'of these people, 4ms^imng. *hem»^ta tbb 
tnsoheatcm.' Othcrr » surpi^isii^ relatims 'thn'i»- 
4iaos eommnuiieated by 6%nB f o the Spaiiiard% 4if 
ivhicfa the Admif^l cloes not avow hi* belief' but 
thinks the Indians of AAi> to be fttnoreinge* 
nious and artful race than the 'Htbera,* as "Ihtl^ 
were aecoBtomed ta make fMrisoners-^f tkem.'*^ 
fllie'^wind being northeast and inelining toward 
^ the niorth Redetermined to lea^e Cuhm^o/tJtimMh 
which hitherto he had taken fcM- a conChient i^ 
its siae, dhaviog sailed alang the cMst a hondred 
and twenty leagues* He thenefere left the shore 
and steered southeast by east, ^ the land last 
discovered appeared in that direction* He took 

* Espanola. 
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titk Dgime {>6MiiBer(|[ie wind always eamie jround 
from the fiortb io Bfirtheasti and irom tbence ta 
Mist aad'MiitheaBtc^ At bbw bard abd tbay ear» 
imb mil sail^ bating «a Hmooth sta, and a ewrent 
lererti^ tbain^ soi tbat : ffiom morning ta on# 
iiiHd«ch m ibevidWnoon tbej sailed eight milea 
an^bcur^ibr n^dy: ahc iboort ; the nights are stat^ 
«d to^be hef« * nearly ifteaa hours long. After 
Ai^ihetj weat ten miles an hour, and by sunset 
faad made a ptHJ^^ress of e^hty-^ight miles, whiicfil 
twen^-two leagues, alt to the soutlieast Ai» 
was > eomii^ cm the caravel If ina, t>eif]g a. 
eimft mkMrvWvsr'idispate^ ahead to look out 
Jbl* hf harbor ; ehe^' earner 40 the mouth^ i>f - one* 
4rhiehi reeembted the b^y^ ef Cadiz, and it bett^ 
liaYky4li^«en0 tfce 4i(fa;t te 'sounds it ) the boat 
eerried a ligbi, and 'before the' Admiral could 
eMie«p*withp the^Nina^^rho was beating up and 
4i#n^^^^«r«tiiig'for the beat to make her a signal 
to entefi Aeiight* d»a|^pearedi Upon thi» she 
etoed t>ff to^sea^ making^^ flight for the Admiral, 
Anddeming tip tbef rdated ^wfaat had happened. 
]h*eseid;f tb« listen > board the boat again ap- 
pemMdvithMr-tfae'tNiiia^fttobd' in for the land; 
the Admired watt act able to follow, but remained 
be&ting kbollt all night. 

•• • Thdesdajri Dec^^tb. At day break he fonnd 
himself four leagues from the harbour, which he 

* St. Nicholas in Espanola/ 
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fiamed Puerto JUarioj and saw a fine cape which 
bore south bj west ; to this he gave the name of 
Cabo del EstreUa^ it was twenty eight miles dis« 
tant, and appeared to be the southern extremitj 
of the island. There appeared land in the eastf 
like an island of. a moderate size, about fortj 
miles distant. X^ Another handsome and finelj 
shaped headland was seen bearing east by south, 
at a distance of fifty-four miles, this he called 
Cobo del Elefante.X Another bore east south- 
east, twenty-eight miles off, which he named 
Caho de CHnquin. A large opening or bay which 
seemed to be a river § was observed about tiweii- 
ty miles distant in the direction of southeast bj, 
east. There appeared to be between the two 
last mentioned capes a very wide channel|| which, 
the sailors said separated an island from the main 
land ; this island he named Toriugcu /Tlie land 
here appeared lofty, and not mountainous but 
even and level like the finest arable tracts. The 
whole or great part of it seemed under cultiva-. 
tion, and the plantations resembled the- wheat^ 
fieldsyin the plain of Cordova in the month ojt 
May. /"Many fires were seen duridg the nighb 

m 

*This is cai>e St. Nicholas, t A continuation of the coast. 
:|: Punta Palmista. § Puerto Sseudo. 

It Channel of Tortuga. 
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anfl bjr d^y, n great number of ismokes, Which tb 
appearance were signals ginng notice of soma 
people with whom they were at war^ The 
^iAe coast rctos to the east In the evening 
ihlB Adtniral (^tered^ the] afarorementiiDnied ChM^ 
hoTj which he natnedjPtferto de ^n J^/tcoias^it 
be^the day of that saint: he was astonished otk 
tet^ng, to observe the goodness and beauty of 
(he barboifr/aiid alf bough he bad highSy praised 
the ports of Cuba, be tieclares that this is mA. 
inferior to any of them, bnt rather exceeds, and 
differs fi*om them all/ The entrance has t 
Width of a league and a half, where a vessid 
should steer SSE. there beii^ sufficient rootii 
to steer in any direction. It extends in this 
teafener to the SSE. two leagues : /^Here is a 
Ane beach with a river, and trees of a tboa»- 
iteltid sorts all loaded with fVuit, which tbe Ad- 
miral took for spices and nutmegs, but beii^ un- 
rip^ he could not get any knowledge of theiii.^ 
The water in this harbour is of a surprising depths 
they itiot beiii^ able to reach bottom at a short 
dfetance from the shore with a line of forty fath- 
WQB ; in bther parts they found fifteen fathoms, 
asidaclear bottom; not a shoal is to be seien 
throughout the harbour, and the shore is so bold 
ihat an oar^s length from it the water is fire 
fathoms deep. Here is room sufficient for a 
thousand carracks to sail about in. At the SS£« 

15 
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the harbour offers a recess opening towards the 
P{E«9 of s^bout half a league in depth, and pre^ 
sprring the aamja breadth throughout its whole 
.extenta Thisjis shut in after such a manner, 
that witbin it th^ main entrance of the harboiir 
cannot be seen* The depth of the water is 
every where eleven ^thorns, with a fine ckan 
pand 4t the .bottom;, the shore is bold, having 
leight fathoms water within a few feet distance. 
Here is a fine dry airland the shore around free 
from WQod*^ The land appeared the most rockj 
of anjr thpj had seen ; the trees small, aod maqjr 
similar to those of Spain, as evergreen oakd, aiid 
^trawberiy,. trees; the same they remarked of 
.the herbs, $ince they had been in this pofrt qi 
the world, they had not experienced so. cool a 
temperature of v the air as they found at this 
flace../ A beautiful plain lay opposite the en- 
trance «of the harbour, through the midst of 
which flowed the river mentioned above. T\kB 
neighbourhood, the Admiral thought to be ex- 
tremely populous, from the number and size of 
the canoes which were seen ; some of them 
were as large as a Jhsta of fifteen oars* The 
indians all took^p flight on perceiving the nhipaJ 
Those whom the Spaniards had on board grew 
so earnest to return to their homes that the Ad- 
miral says he had some intention of carrying 
them thither at his departure from this .place, 
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and that they were mistrustful^ of him for hot 
takif^ bis route that way. Foi*- this reason he 
declares that he put no trust in any of their rep- 
reisentations, nor they in his. They appeared to 
have the greatest fear imaginaUe of the people 
of this island. The Admiral ' found that if he 
wished to obtain any communication with those 
on shore, it would be necessary to wait here 
some days, which he was unwiUii^ to do, as he 
could not depend upon the weather, and wished 
fb make further discoveries. He hoped in our 
Xiord that he should be able through the me- 
dium of the indians on board, to have some c<^ 
rersation with them upon his return ; and may 
k please the Almighty, says he that I may find 
some good traffic in gold before that time. 
' ' Friday^Dec. 7ih. At daybreak, they/fet sail 
Md left the port of San Nicolas^ with 9 south- 
westerly wind, and stood on their course two 
leagues to the NE. towards a cape which forms 
the eareneroy when a bay was seen to the SE. 
and Cabo de la Estrella to the SW. twenty-four 
mfles distant. From thence they proceeded to 
the east, along the coast, /about forty-eight miles 
to Cabo Cinquin, twenty miles of which course 
they had gone E. by N. They found the land 
high and the water deep, close to the shore 
twenty and thirty fathoms, and a lombarda shot 
^tant, no bottom ; all which was proved by 
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wtaal^zperimeiitof the Adoiiral^throi^h ttetb^w 
He fMiavks tthftt if the tpaoe btt«eeHilh# \mf 
9if9^fmmmtioMA andtbe harWur of San Nicolas 
W€9acot dmN^fh^ it Wiotdd (otm aaUaod of Itiroei 
qip Sum ifMlefi in ar?iik. Tlit Uii4 9S bafora^ v^ry^ 

//(c ^'^ ^ ^ '^'^'^^ °^ '^^^ ^^ ^^^ «facgraei> 
qftjka md •trawbarrp!tffeel^ Aha< ooiaatrjr chiBeljr 
aaaeaabtiiig CWt^ Two loagvoa befoMnarriiN^ 
iqg at Cin&a : Cm f ni^ 4hay ftiscovefied as openinf 
liko: a gai^im .4be mouDteiaP vithki mbkk mum 
aaon a f oiy lai|;o< yaUej^aoMied ap^eimidy witk 
tel^]^ a 0f^ tbat this tal% i^owdaA mtb 
aaltAeiMiats ^ at the baefc of it vera lofty aad» 
wtaosiT^iiiQaiitaias, Artiired at C«6o Jk €3mfmm 
tb#J fowd Gate df TVrft^to^bearNX^tfaiMfH 
two Dutoadi»taot« Ahout ar loDdmrdiBHthot £m» 
iQ^ba dc Cinquii^ thape 13 a roak riaing^ aboM: the 
Witter, Terjr easily ooticedi At this plaee C^fhh 
4^; EUfmtehor^ fL hj &, Berecity ipyes dkitaa^ 
ijl)» jsipd aV y^ry 1q%. . S» leagues lortharwri 
ward wact^a Vajr^t within which thaj imaw^vfuk 
anteiMiiYe. vall^y^ and fields^ with fecy hjgli 
Q^punt^J^ thp whole ^owtiy appealing ( like. 
Cafiitile. At eight , liiilea dista9oe thc^ fimodi m 
n?erf whii^h was oafrow^ although deep^ and 
Qiight easily, adioit ci cairadii thft omith without^ 
haidtis or shallows. Sixteeo miles further aloc^ thfgr 

* Bahia Mosqqitp, t Puerto Eseudo. 




ctkv» %Of%lmbfm^k^k brQudfl and. of mob: a 

a. Am ffi^ &!€» tha phana I it tNitepM aboiA^ » 
liib iMtOf ^ Hoif ^^ ti^ a|p7 waf TerjF dbu^v 
aod' t fa r pai tapq ^ nmi ap i|n|aTtMi«abla atait# qpw 

4alefwilifB€| to fral 9D b^re^ althoi^ it waa nt- 
Utep 10 the day than one o'clock, and i^ atrfog wi|l4* 

M^w m^m. Tbi$ barbour ha Baiae4 Pernio 
d$ h (kme$pcim^ and aateriag, ^ndtd near t^ 
amalji sU'oaift whiph ^wad ^oiigb fields aqd^^ 
plapps of wi^pdurfcl ibeanlj^ Tbajr eamad a^ta*' 
vitb tb€a» for i^biiif^aiid while rovra^ t^tba. 
laiK^ a sbata aioiilar ti^ tfaosa of SpaiO) leapf4: 
ipto tba boat ; tbis vms tba first instance of their 
meetbig aritb a fisb which reaaiabledf those '^ 
tbair owa country, ^iaay of Uiese were tidiew 
by the saikm, as weU as soles, and other flsb 
like the Spaaisl^ Going sotne diitanee found 
the couytary tbay observed the soil aHuodar cul« 
tff^ationt and beard the songs of tbe Qigbti^al^ 
and manyotber Spanish birds. TheyaietfiT^ 
iadians wbo iamiediately fled., A a^yrtlchtree^ 
was secfo, and ot^ tre^ mA plants like those 0f 
Castile^ whi^ii^ m feet, this whola <$ouatry resam^ 
bias. 
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Saturday, Dec 8th. It raiMd very hard, 
a strbnig north wind. The harbour was found 
geeiire from all winds except the north, whieh 
causes a great surf, driving the vessels from their 
nioorifigs. At midnight the wind shifted to the 
NE., ahd afterward to the E., from which quar- 
ters the harbour is well sheltered by the island 
of Tortuga, which lies oflf against it, thirty-six 
itrileS distant.* 

- Sunday, Dec. 9th. This day it continued to 
rain and the weather seemed wintry like Octo- 
ber in Castile. No settlement except a single 
house was seen at the Port of San Nicolas; tb^ 
was a handsome one, and better constructed than' 
those they had observed in other parts. Thi&r 
is a very large island, says the Admiral, and Will 
undoubtedly measure two hundred leagues in 
circuit ;/the land is all cultivated to high degree,^ 
and the towns are probably at a distance back 
in the country, the inhabitants fleeing at the ap- 
proach of the strangers, carrying their property 
with them, and making signals by smoke about 
the country, as in a state of war. The harbour 
here is about a thousand paces or quarter of a 
league wide at the mouth, "v^ithout either bank or 
shoal, but exceedingly deep to the edge of the 
shore : it extends within about three thousand 

* So in the text, but the true dbtance is only eleven 
miles. 
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paces, .with a fine clear bottooi.; any ship may 
enter it and anchor . withoot the least haaard 
ipiere are two 8ia%U streMUS) and opposite the 
DQK^uth of the harbour^ soTerali^lains the most 
beautiful in the world, and .resemUic^ those of 
Castile, except that they surpass .thcm« On this 
accQunt the Admiral named the island, EapanokuJ 

Monday, Dec. IQth. The wind blew strong 
from the NE*, and they draped their andiors with 
half the length of the cable, at which the Admi- 
ral wondered, and ordered the cables to be veer- 
ed out Percelviqg that the weather was unfa- 
yoprable for his setting sai), he dispatched on 
shore six men, well, armed ai^ equipped, for the 
purpose of penetrating into the country and ob» 
tainicg some communication with the natives. 
They went and returned without seeing any of 
the inhabitants, or. any dwellings save a few huts. 
They met with some . narrow paths, and fJaces 
where fires had been made. The country ap- 
peared, thp finest in the world, and they found 
mastick trees in abundance,.. but this was not the 
seaaoQ for eoUectihg it, as the gum does not 
concrete* 

. Tuesday, Dec. 1 1th. The wind blowing R 
and iNK», they did not set sail. Directly oppo- 
site the- harbour, as stated above, lies the island 
of Tortuga ; this appears of a very large size, 
and the coaf?^t nins in the ^ame direction as the 
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iBfand ci Espanola, the dntanee bifetirMti thfO^ 
kBJng lat die flMMt, tea leagues,* tfaet is to Bsiy, 
from Cabo de dnftm to the ettretiity df Tbis 
ti^ after wluch the eoest tends td the ^oiMAl 
The Admiral was desirDw of {^^eteedaig eloiig 
(his channel between these (we islmdm k cfrie^ 
to take a survey of Espaaola, which affodb thl6 
finest Tiew in the worid. The ittdiaiiS ilso in- 
Conned bim that this was the dourse h^ MMl 
take to #eath the islandl of BcAtqt^ Whkk ihii^ 
described as yery lai^e, with Tvr»^ T^afl<^ fitA 
lofty mountain&^^^be island of £l6hi0i,' tbaf 
stated, was larger than that of /mm, wUdi Ifc^ 
inhabitants called CtAdj and was not mtrraonded 
by 1?ater, but as nearily as could be undefrttiwl: 
from them, was a continent, and situated b^hmd 
Espanola, which they called CafiuAa* The lit' 
habitants of all these islands live in great fear df 
the people of Caniha^ and the Admiral here re- 
peats as he has done in many places, that (MeKh 
iba means no other than the people of flie Orwt 
Can, who live somewhere in this 0eight)orbeed>, 
and come in their vessels and make prisonem ef 
the indians, who not returning, their countrymai 
iqaagikie their enemies have"^ devoured them. 
Each day, as the Admiral remarks, they improve 
ed in their communications with the indians on 

* Errot, as noted above. 
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boaid^l and' con^tersed with theia without such 

misunderstandiDgd as formerly. They sent on 

shoro^and found a great many mastick trees, but 

the gum: would not* harden.; the Admiral thought^ 

that, thisi. might be effected by water, and pb*'. 

seniles that in the island of Scioit is'gathered in^ 

March, ^ but these couixtiies being warmer, it 

might probably be done in January. Many fish 

like those of. Castile. were taken,. such as dace, 

salmon^ )>Dor'jacks,.dories,*pampano8, skates^ car^ 

villas and shrimps: pilchards were, allso seenb* 

Vast quantities of aloewero met with on shoneil^ 

.Wednesdajv Deo. 12th. They were.still una-L 

bba toisetsailjias^. the wind remained contrary.i A) 

large crosfttwias set) up at the entraoco of the: 

hanhouiv upon a beautiful spot upon the westerm 

sidie^ ' as^an indication' in the words of the. Admi^; 

ra[l^^that>yx>ur Highnesses possess the country, 

and praqcipally for a token of Jesus Christ oiir» 

Lottl, andi the honor qf Christianity.' ; Tins being ; 

dQne,;thre« 8aiIon$ went into the woods to view 

the nigfaborhood and presently heard a sound of 

the indians, a crowd of. whom they, shortly after 

discovered. completely naked; they pursued and 

called out after them, but they all took to flight. . 

Having«heen directed by the Admiral to take some 

of the natives if possible, as he wished to show 

them some good offices, and dissipate their fear, 

thinking from the fine appearance of the country 

16 
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that something yaluaUe might be obtained here, 
the Spaniards kept on in the pursuit, and succeed- 
ed in capturing a female, handsome, and to ap- 
pearance quite joung; her thej brotj^ht to the 
ships where the Admiral conversed with her bj 
the interpretation of his own indians, as their lan- 
guage was the same. He likewise caused her to 
be clothed, and presentii^ her with glass beads, 
hawk's bells and rings of brass, dismissed her 
home with ererj civifitj. Some of the crew 
were sent with her, as also three of the indians, 
for the purpose of communicating with the in* 
habitants. The sailors who carried her ashore 
told the Admiral that she showed much reluo 
tance to leave the ship, and seemed inclined to 
remain with the females on board, whom they 
had taken at Puerto de Mares and Juana. The 
indians with whom she was first in company, 
came in a canoe, and when they came to the en- 
trance of the harbour and perceived the ships, 
abandoned their canoe, and fled towards the 
houses, whither she now directed the Spaniards. 
This woman wore a bit of gold at her nose, which 
was an indication that it was to be found in the 
j^land. 

Thursday, Dec 13th. The three me»whom * 
the Admiral had dispatched into the country with 
the woman, returned, not having gone to the in- 
dian town, by reason either of the distance, or 
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their fear. They affirmed that the next day 
there would come many of the iohabitants to the 
ships, as they would be encouraged by the ac- 
counts which the woman must give them* The 
Admiral, as he was desirous of ascertaining 
whether there was any thing valuable here, 
which he was inclined to believe, on account of 
the beauty and fertility of the country, and wish- 
ing to do every thing for the service of the King 
and Queen, resolved to send again to the town, 
confiding in the relation which the female must 
have given them of the friendly disposition of the 
Spaniards; for which purpose he selected nine 
persons from the crew, and dispatched them weU 
armed and fitted for the enterprise, with. one of 
bis indians* They set out, andy^roceeded to the 
town,^ which they found in an extensive valley^ 
four leagues and half to the SE. It was desert*- 
^, as the inhabitants^ perceiving the approach of 
the Spaniards, had all fled, leavir^ every thing 
behind them. The town consisted of a thousand 
houses, and more than three thousand inhabitants. 
/ The indian who accompanied the Spaniards ran^ 
after the fugitives, calling out to them not to fear^ 
for the strangers were not from Cariba^ but frour 
heaven, and gave many fine things to those whom 

* fijiown afterwards by the Dame of Grae Mdme^ on the 
bank of the Rio de hs irea Rm$, which ruQ9 into the sea. 
half a mile west of Port «u Paix. 
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tibej met .This bad s^ch an ^ect upoD tbeat^ 

that they took courage, and caiiEi^ in ^ body of 

above a thousand to the Sps^ni^^rde, putting iheiw 

baqds upon their heads, which is a manifcat'atioii 

of great reverence . and friendship; .they stood 

trembling before them until the Spaniard^ bj ma<^ 

pj assurances dissipated their appreheusionay^ 

The men fiirther related that having overcome 

their dread,[^hey went to their houses, and each 

one came bringing food for their guests ; thni coo** 

sisted of fish, and bread made of niameSy* whtcJl 

are roots resembling large radishes, cultivate 

thrpughout the Qountry by the natives, and fornix 

ing their principal subsistence ; these thej pre« 

pare by baking and roasting ; and the bread tbos 

maide sQ iH^arly resembles cbesnuts in taste^^tbat 

it might easily be mistaken for a preparation of 

that fruit. The Indian who accompanied tlie 

3p^niards understanding that the Admiral wisb^ 

ed tp obtain a parrot, told this, as they were led 

to suppose, tp the inhabitants, who brought great 

niip[)ber8 of them immediately to their guests, and 

gay.e them as many as they desired, without de>i- 

manding any thing in return. They entreated 

them not to return that night, and promised them- 

many things which they had in the mountains.^ 



^Niaroes, names or ajes, a sort of sweet potatoes having 
the taste of chesnuts. 
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Winle tk&f wete together with the Spaniard^r 
they f^^ed la great ooraltitude oiF people mrith ihw 
hasbaod » of .the womaiY whom they bad takenr 
and eotertaiDedythi^ feoaabd they ^ere (&httjmg 
upoh their shaulders^ and came to * return thankty 
to. the Spdniards for the civilities which i^he^had 
receifr«dv from the Admirdl, mA iAie |)resei^td he' 
had given her. ^ These people according to the 
relation of the men, were the handsomest, and 
besi disposed, of any they had yet seen. Th«r 
Admiral says be knows net how they coiitd be 
better dnposed 4hm those of the ^ther islands,^ 
assoriiig » that he had Ibmd them of the Yery^ 
bestdispositioa As to beauty, th^ itien stat^- 
tbart they exceeded the others beyobd compart-^ 
son^ both mal^ and fetttates, beilig at a much^ 
lighiler cdioor^ and that two youi^ females were' 
sees as white as could be found in Spaing More-* 
over they affirmed that the most beautiful and^ 
excelleot' territori^ in Castile, could not equal' 
those of ttm country ; to which indeed, the Ad-' 
miral bore testimony, both in those he had b^^*^ 
fore Tisiledy' and in those of the present place, 
although be was informed that the land whictT 
he saw abaiK the harbour was nothibg in codH 
parisott with the valley where the town stood;* 
to which the plain of Cordova was no more equal 
than the night was to the day. The country, 
according to their relation was cultivated every 
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where, and a large and wide rirer* capable of 
watering the whole territory, passed through the 
valley. The treea were flourishing and full of 
fruit, the plants very tall and luxuriant ; the paths 
wide and cooiQiodious. The temperature like 
April in Castile; the nightingale and other birds 
were singing aa at that season in Spain, and pro- 
dudng, as they said, the most delightful melody 
in the world. Crickets and frogs in abundance 
were heard ;^ the fish were like. the Spanish. 
Many mastick and aloe trees were seen, as also 
cotton shrubs. No gold was found, which was 
not surprising, they had been here so «hoPt a 
time. The Admiral here ascertained the length 
of the day and night, and found that from suof 
rise to sunset there p^sed twenty glasses of.bjiU 
an hour each, although he says there may be soiqip 
defect in the calculation from the glass not being 
turned quickly enough, or the contrary.. He 
states further that he took: an phservatioa with 
the quadrant and found the latitude to be seven* 
teen degrees.! 

Friday, Dec 14th. They left the port of .Cmip^ 
tepcion with a land breeze, which, however,.soof 
died away ; the same they had experienced 
every day they remained there. Afterwards^ 

^'Rio de los Tres Rios or Trois Rivieres. 

fAn error, either in writing or transcribing the journa] ; 
the true latitude is twenty degrees. 



x»c(ajmmjs. 135 

the witKi sprung up from the east, and thej 
stood t6 the NNE. which course brought thein 
to tbe iskud of Tortuga. Thej descried a point 
id this island, which thej named Pmta Piema; 
it 'Was to the. £NE2. of the extremity of the isl^ 
ahd, about a dozen miles distant Thej also di»- 
covered another point to the NEc, about sixteen 
miles off, this thej called Punta Lanzada, it was 
lortj-four miles, or eleren leagues from the ex* 
tremitj of the island, towards the ENE* Along 
tbe coast there were several extensive beaches. 
The whde island is high, but not mountainous, 
mnd the land offers a beautiful prospect ; it is 
moreiover populous like Espanola, and the coun- 
ttf under such an extensive cultivation that it 
itppears like the plain of Cordova^ Finding the 
Irind unfarorable for proceedii^ to tbe island of 
Banmfue^ the Admiral concluded' to return to 
Pkerto d6 la Omcepcion. There was a river 
(wb leagues estst of the harbour, which he was 
mitible to reach. ' - 

Saturdaj,(Dec. l^h. Left the harbour again, 
to proceed onr ttieir cour^ ; but on putting to sea, 
found' a strot^ easterly wind ahead, upon which 
thejfstodd for- Tortuga, and arriving at the isl- 
and, stood about and steered towards the river, 
which they saw the day before and could no* 

*Thi» he has hitherto called BaheqtK. 
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reach) but were again unable to arrire there. 
They came to anchor half a league to tee Ward, 
at a beach with a good anchorage. The Admi- 
ral went with the boats to viethr^ the rrreir^ and 
mtering an inlet near^ found it waanot the inootb. 
Retaming, he difcorered it at last with' only a 
fethom^s depth' of water, and . a sttxNig curreilt 
Here he entered with the intention of! vinfibg 
the settlements which the men he had' seilt into 
ffae country, had seen in thia quarter* * The. end 
of a rope was carried on sfaore^ and the boatil 
towjed up against the stream the distance of 'tifd 
lombarda-shots, not being able to proceod any 
further from the velocity of the current. Some 
houses were seen, and the valley whetethe 
town was situated ; a river, which was the one 
they had entered, /i*a& through the valley^ and 
the Admiral declares that he never witnessed a 
more beautiful prospect. At the mouth of tbi 
river they met some of the inhabitants, who iwt^ 
mediately fled. / The Admiral states that thoM 
people must have been very subject to incursions 
from their enemies, as they displayed such a de^ 
gree of fear. Wherever the Spaniards earned 
the inhabitants were observed to make s^^naiiEr 
by smoke, all over the country, more: especially 
ill Espanola and Tortuga. f He named this val-^ 
ley, Valle del Paraisoj (Vale of Paradise]^nd the 
river, Guadalquivir, it being as wide as the river 
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of that Dame at Cordova ; the banks were rocky, 
but pleasant and easy to travel. 

Sunday, Dec. 16tb. At midnight, set sail with 
a light land breeze, and put to sea. At three 
p^dock, it shifted to the East, when they stood 
close upon the wind, and at a distance from the 
land, half way between Espanola and Tortuga, 
met with a canoe containing an indian, at which 
the admiral was surprised, wondering bow h^ 
could keep the sea under so strong a wind. They 
took him with his canoe on board, and feasted 
him, presenting him with glass beads, hawk's 
bells and brass rings. The ships then steered to 
land towards a village"* near the shore about six- 
teen miles distant, where they anchored, finding 
a good place near the village. This appeared to 
be a newsetdement; the hoi^es being all of re« 
cent construction. The indian went on shore 
with his canoe, giving a favorable account of the 
Spaniards to his countrymen; they were already 
prepossessed in their favor, from the information 
they had received of the inhabitants of the town 
which had been before visited by them. Present- 
ly there came to the shore more than five hun- 
dred people, and shortly after, their king./ They 
assembled upon the beach, close to which the 
ships were anchored. Ere long they bame in 

* Port Paix^ 

17 
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ttoivdB iM board, but brbiight ncfihing #ith th^nfi, 
eicept that a few Wore bits of v^ty fine gold at 
tb^ir ears add tioses i these they V^rj rfeadiljr 
^ve to the Spaniards. The Admird ordered 
fetery icitdity to fa^ shbwd them, * because* as he 
bb^erV^s * these are the best and most gcode peo^ 
fke in thfe wofld,iand es{)etial)y, as I hope striMlgw 
t)r in onr Lbrd, that jour Highnesses WiH dbden* 
teke to convert them to Christianity, anci th^t 
tli'ey may become yoinr subjects^ in which light, 
iMe«fd J ah^ady ^egakd theta/ They saw the 
iit^ on the beabh, and the natives around htm, 
ei^eHt^ thei^ respects. The admiral stent him a 
ptrtBseht, whk^h he rceeited in gteat ^tiiter. Ife 
appfe^rcfd to be a youth of about iirtnty'^oob 
years, and Vf^ attended by an aged thitor Mad 
dthet* ctounsdidrs Who gave him their advib^ and 
toswered the questions put to them. Tbe king 
hind^elf spoke but little. One of the MiMs bb^ 
longing to the ships conversed with him, iM kh 
formed him that the Spaniards had come ftott^ 
heaven, and were going to the island of Bantqw 
in search of gold. He answered that this Was 
well, and in that island there was much of th^ 
same metal. To the alguacil of the Admiral 
who carried the present, he described the course 
to be taken, and informed htm that in two days 
he might arrive there ; he further added that if 
the Spaniards were in want of any thii^ which 




hlscQimtrj (fijj^k^^, hevfpttld gjye it tjiem i^rith 
mMcti gQQ4 wilK /^hl$ p^opl^ hc^re were ^11. na- 
ked, Jcii^ jas well a;? 'aqbj.QctjB, the female^ wi^hr 
put dJ^plaJing aoy ^ymptpips of bashfulpess. Bot]^ 
fiewp WTjB bandaomer jtban any thpy hadrhijtherr 
to ^eeD, their jcolpur ligbtt ^^d if clothed aii((j[ 
guarded fr.Q^ the sun ^nd air jypuld b|B nearly as 
fair 09 tjbe iqhabjtai)t9 of .Spajp j/the tepiperatur^ 
of f he ^ir heiog cool ^nd pleasant to a high der 
gi:ePf Th0 land i^ very Ipftyi covered with 
plllil^a and iralleys, ^4 the highest n^ountains are 
l^jrahl^* Np p^rt of Castile could prpdi^e a ter* 
ritpry jDompare^bl^ to this jn I^eauty and fertility. 
"^The jiff hole isJai^d and that of Tprtuga^ are covr 
erjad .with c^Itiy^ted fields likjp i,hfi plains of Cor- 
doYBu^ jUi thctse ;they rj^is^ fijeSj jrhich ^re slips 
j»et in thegipundyAt the fopt of which grpw roots 
like carripts; ihey grate tjl^eaie; to ppwder, knead 
up aod.ipake iptp bi;^ad of ,a Viery pleasant iaste 
like c^espjuts/tbp $talk is 9ejt e^t aaew, apd pro- 
duces anplher xppt, and this is ]:epca.ted fovir o^ 
fiir^e tifnies. The Jlargeat ^Dd VlP^t eicelUnt tb^^ 
had been w^i m^ mj jw^b^re (thje AdmirsJ says 
they are alao foiled in. Guinea) wer« those pf this 
i9landy being pf iIkb si^^e.of a man's leg. The ii^ 
iiabitapts here :apc.pcdi^g to (he ^jtatement of thte 
Ad^ioiral, were jq£ a stout eiz^ and courageous 
^mper^.v^ry diffei^entt frqm the tioaid is|aqde;*s pf 
the other parts; itgr^cieable in the^ interppvurse 
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and without any religion, i The trees grew with 
such luxuriance that their leaves were rather 
black than grcfen. It was wonderfully enchanting 
to view the valleys, the streams of fine water^ 
the fields of- the bread root, the pastures fit for 
flocks of sdl descriptions, (although they possess- 
ed none,) the grounds adapted for gardens, and 
for every thing a daan could desire.^^In the evening 
the king came on board ; the Admiral showed him 
every honor and informed him that he was a sub- 
ject of the King and Queen of Castile, who were 
the greatest princes in the world ; neither the In- 
dians of the ship, who acted as interpreters, nor 
the king himself, believed this, but continued in 
the notion that the strangers came from heaven, 
where they imagined the kingdom of Castile was 
situated, and not iipon this earth. Food of the 
Spaniards was given to the king, of which he ate 
a mouthful and gave the rest to his tutor and 
counsellors, and the others about him. * Your 
Highnesses may rest assured,' says the Adtniral, 
^ that these countries are so extensive, so ^xcel- 
lent and fertile, especially the island of Espanola, 
that no person is competent to describe them, 
and no one would believe what was said of them 
without ocular proof. And your Highnesses may 
entertain no doubt that they are as much your 
own as the territory of Castile, for nothii^ is 
wanting to this purpose, but a settlement here, 
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and ordere what to perform. I With the meD' I 
have with me, which are not in great number, I 
can trayerse these islands without opposition, for 
I have seen three of my crew go on shore, and a 
whole multitude of the ihdians take to flight with* 
out offering to resist them. They are all. naked, 
and neither possess weapons nor know any thii^ 
about them. So timid are they, that a thousand 
of them would not oppose three of us. Thus 
they are very well fitted to be gorerned and set 
to work to tiU the land, and do whatever is ne- 
cessary ; they may be also taught to build houses 
and wear clothes, and adopt our customs.' ,/ 

Monday, Dec. 17th. At night it blew hard 
from the £NE., but the sea was not much agn 
tated in consequence, by reason of the island of 
Tortuga which lay off against them and afforded 
a shelter. They remained at anchor all day, 
and the sailors were sent with nets to fish. The 
indians took great pleasure in their intercourse 
with the Spaniards, and brought them certain 
arrows which belonged to the people of Canibuj 
or the CanibtUes: these were stalks of cane, 
pointed at the ends with Jai^e sticks, which 
were sharp and hardened in the fire. They 
were exhibited by two indians who had lost 
portions of flesh from their bodies ; these they 
informed the Admiral, the eanibales had eaten^ 
which he did not believe. Some of the Span- 
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iat4f^ fV4^F9 96nit on M^pm ti^ ;t^6 t^w^t and ioF 
9tfiQg8 of b^a48 boMgtit spi^ piecep of gol4 
))€at^ €M|t into t^m platM. Th^y saw 9 iM^tiv^ 
whw^ tb<9 Admiral jU>p)l Jfojr 4|ie govervoi: of thf 
distridjlp and wiumtke m^ws call :Caa0tiii^* hi? 
had jsi pl^iQ x)[ golfi as.larga a3 the haQcJt w^bjcl^ 
J2« app<eiirc4 d^sirui^ pf bartering ; t))jis h.e ^^r 
ried tp )Ims b^se a^ prppured to jbe ^ut ^tp 
pieqss, >y)^ich be jtraded away ooe by poue ^ tl)q 
yrbo^ diBffo^^ of, he iuiprfneid theia by sjgpf 
that be had $efii for more, ,whip}> wqaU^ bp 
brpiight ithiB pe^^t jjay. TJf^se thipgs, aayi( tl^ 
Admiral, with th^ iDianners pf the pepplpi tl^p 
practice^ Qprnmuoicajting th^ifdjdxipe^dip^ llieir 
geot^ii^ ^ b§ha.viaiv shew th^m to h^ morf^ 
iugeniotis 41^ ^4 ^ better MpderstaodiDg thjap ti^a 
Cithers w^ baF.e seeiv In the evening ciajqae fi 
canQe with foirty fiken from Tortqga, on whosa 
arriral at ls(iP(d, all the indians on shore siat doiyii 
in signal of frie^nd&hip) and most of tbo^e in the 
^ooe 4apded* The Cwique stood up and with 
aapeech appajrently consistiiig of threats^ ^eot 
the,aa back to thei,r Cjanoe and threw water ajt 
them ; ajso taking up atones from the beach he 
threw them jnto the sea ; and after they h^ ^ 
witjh ready obedience gone into the caope^ ^ 
put a stone into the hand of the alguacil whom 
the Admiral had sent to Jand with the notary and 
pthei^, that he inight i\^toYf it .^t the capopi 



/ 



\' 



/ 



#^ick h6 dMlii^^d^g/ The oiinoe imm^Ap 

dedidnstratioi^ 6f h¥oiit to the A^miral^ and 
t^ hitb that at ToU^Cciga them wiul ifi4>i*« gold 
than in E^pandia) it h^iug neaf^sr to BaMqm. 
Thfe Adttiiral ^r^ it 69 his opinioil that neither 
ifl iBspanbla fiOt* ToHligft tkft there mities of 
gidld, but that it id brmlght fl^ou) Bmmqm^ and that 
(hese ^o{J^ ^\ but little, beoaustt they ha?e 
dMhing to give in ^chai^g% for it^ their country 
y^tug M ^xtfeAriVe that the iiihabltanti ere not 
(^ged to praictice ttfuth labour for their Bubsis**^ 
t^de, nbt to p^eciH*^ cloth^ig^, IM they go oabed. 
Hi; beii^Ved bi'tnsirff^oW tie^ir the spbt where the; 
gold was fdufldy lind th^t o^r liord was ^abovt t9. 
di^ct hnn thithen ^ He leaitit that frma henca 
tto Bhntqm^ w a?s feur days* voyage^ amounting: 
jMr^srapsy to thirty or forty teagaes, which dis* 
taiide tfaey ti[iigtit i^it w^th a good wand in a single. 

day. 

Tuesday, De^. !8th» They remained at the 
attc^ofage Ihroegh the day, not having a wind, 
and becaose thfe tjiititfm bad told them he had 
gold to forii^. The *Adteiral says he did not 
much regard the aitionnt of this metal which he 
Wad likely to obttfki -hefre, but M^ished to know 



* This place was never found. Perhaps the island of 
.famarca was fneiantt^ 
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whence it came, as there were no mines in the 
island. In the morning he ordered the ships to 
be dressed oat with their flags and arms for a 
fefeti?al, in honor of the Annunciation of the Bless- 
ed Virgin, and fired many salutes. The king of 
the island left his home, which was about five 
leagues off, and came to the town near the ships 
at three o'clock ; there were some of the Span- 
iards on shore whom the Admiral had sent to 
ascertain whether the indians had brought their 
gold. These informed, that above two hundred 
men came with the king, four of them carrying 
him upon a sort of bier. The Admiral being at 
his meal in the cabin, the king with all his at- 
tendants came to the ship, and observes, ^ Your 
Highnesses would have been pleased to witness 
the honor and reverence thej showed him, naked 
as thej are.. On coming on board and fii^ding 
me at table in the cabin he came in the most re- 
spectful manner and sat down by me, and would 
not suffer me to rise, or to leave off eating. I 
thought he would be pleased with some of our 
viands, and accordingly ordered a portion to be 
placed before him, which he ate. Upon enter- 
ing the cabin he made a sign with the hand for 
his people to remain without, which they did 
with the greatest readiness and respect in the 
world, and all sat down upon deck, except two 
men of mature age, whom I took for his coun- 
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sellers ; these came and sat down at his feet, and 
the king would take a small mouthful of the*?ic- 
tuals and give the rest to his attendants who ate 
it; the same he did with the drink which was 
offered him, putting it to his mouth, and then 
passing it to the others ; all this was done with 
great state, and very few words, which as near 
as I could understand what he said, were uttered 
in a very sensible manner, his two attendants 
watching his countenance, conversing with him, 
and answering for him with the greatest degree 
of veneration. The meal finished, an attendant 
brought me a girdle shaped like those of Castile, 
but of different workmanship, this he presented 
to me and I accepted, as well as two pieces of 
gold, beaten very thin, of which metal I am in- 
clined to think they possess very little, although 
they are in the neighborhood of the place where 
it is produced in abundance. I saw that he was 
pleased with the hanging over my bed, and made 
him a present of it, with some fine amber beads 
which I wore upon my neck, and some red shoes 
and a flask of orange-flower water; with these 
gifts he was wonderfully delighted, and both he 
and his counsellors appeared to feel much regret 
that we could not understand one anothers' 
language. By all I could gather from him, he 
informed me that if I desired anything of his, the 
whole island was at my service. I then produced 

18 
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a gold excdente^ upon which the images of yCmr 
Highnesses were stamped, and showed it to him, 
letting him know, as I had done before, that jour 
Highnesses reigned over the first kingdom in the 
world, and that there were na where so great 
princes. I also exhibited to him the royal stand- 
ards and the banners of the cross, which he much 
admired, and spoke with bis counsellors respect* 
png tbe great power of your Highnesses who had 
sent me such a distance from heavea, to these 
{^arts. Many other things passed, of which I 
fmderstood nothing, sare that they manifested 
great wonder/ 

As it grew late he desired to return to land^ 
whither the Admiral dispatched him in the boat 
with great honor, firing a salute. Arrived on shore 
he ascended his bier and went up into the island 
accompanied by the whole multitude ; his son was 
carried behind bim upon the shoulders of one of 
the most honorable men. Wherever the indians 
met with any of the sailors, they gave them food 
and showed them great respect. One qf them 
encountered the troop accompanying the king 
home, and stated that he saw the presents the 
Admiral had given, carried before tbe king, each 
separate article by one of the principal men, as 
was judged from the appearance. The king'^ 

* Spaniih coin. 
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son followed his father with an equal train of at- 
tendants, as also a brother of the king in the same 
manner, except that he went on foot, being led 
by the arms by two honorable men. This peiv 
son came to the ship after the king had left her^ 
and the Admiral made him a few presents, learn- 
ing now, that the king was called in the language 
of the indians Cacique. This day little gold ^was 
obtained, but the Admiral was given to under- 
stand by an old man, that there were inany is- ^v 
lands in the neighbourhood, at the (fiance of a 
hundred leagues and more, as near as he could 
gather, where much gold was obtained, and that' 
in some of them it was found in such plenty that 
the inhabitants collected and bpulted it with 
sieves, after which they melted and beat it into 
bars and many other shapes which were describe 
ed by signs. One of the islands was said to be 
totally composed of gold. The old man pointed 
out the direction in which these countries lay, 
and the Admiral determined to proceed thither. 
He remarks that if this person had not been one 
of the principal men of the king, he should have 
taken and carried him along with him, or had he 
understood his language would have intreated 
him to that effect, and thinks as he was so well 
pleased withlthe Spaniards, that he would very 
willingly have accompanied them; nevertheless, 
as he considered these people to belong to the 
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acnreroigns of Castile he was unwilling to offend 
them. A lofty cross was set up in the square 
or centre of the village, in which work the indians 
asHisted much, and repeated, as the Admiral says, 
prayers and adorations, from which circumstance 
he hope;s in our Lord that these islands will all 
become christian. 

Wednesday, Dec. \} 9th. . They^set sailjat night 
to leaye the gulf formed by the island of Tortifr- 
ga and Espanola. Upon the approach of day the 
wind shifted to the £., for which reason thej 
were unable through the day to get out from be- 
tween the islands ; night coming on they found it 
impossible to reach a harbour^ they saw near. lo. 
the neighbourhood of that place they espied four 
capes, and a bay and river, also another lai^ge 
bayt where there was a village, in the. rear of 
which they saw a valley among several very high 
mountains; these mountains were covered with 
trees, which the Admiral judged to be pines. 
At the hack of the capes which he called Los 
das HermanoSy there was a mountain n^ery large 
and high,which runs from N£. to S W. EIS£L from 
suiothor cape named Cabo de Torres'^ there was 
a« little isle which he called Saint Thomas, the 
next day beiug the anniversary of that saint He 

• 

^ Puerto de la Granja. f Port Margot. 

X Pttota de limbe. 
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judged that.tbk whole country abounded in capeB 
and excellent harbours, from what he could ob» 
serve at sea. West of the isle abovementioned, 
was a cape running far into the sea, lofty in some 
parts and in others low, from this circumstance 
he named it Cabo alio y baxoJ^ Seventy milea 
£• by S. from Camino de Torres was a mountain 
loftier than any other, which extended into the 
sea ; it appeared like an island, on account of a 
gap towards the land ; he called it Monte Cari'^ 
batOj as the district around was named Caribata % 
it was a beautiful height without clouds or snoWy 
but covered with flourishir^ trees^ The weather 
here, with respect to the air and temperature 
was like March in Castile, and the trees and 
herbs as in May in that country. The nights 
were fourteen- hours long. 

Thursday, Dec. 20th. At sunset this day they 
entered a harbourt between the island of St/ 
Thomas and Cabo de Caribata ; here they an- 
chored. The harbour was found a very good 
one, and capacious enough to hold all the ships 
in Christendom. The entrance appeared imprac- 
ticable from without, on account of several 
ledges of rocks which run from the mountain 
nearly to the island; these are scattered about 
in an irregular manner, some near the land and 

* Point and Isle Margot. t Bahia de Acul. 



others off at sea, which rendere it Mcessary t# 
take great care id sailii^ in, the ehanoek beiof 
rery Darrow, although deep, hayii^ teren lath* 
01116 water, and within the rocks twelire fathoma. 
A ship might lie here moored with any sort of 
rope, and be safe from all winds. Near the 
ilKHith of the harbour was a (^ntation of canei 
at the west of a little sandy islet, which wat 
overgrown with trees, and at the foot of which 
were seven fathoms water. The harbour is safts 
from all the storms which can blow. Fro^i thtfi 
l^ce appeared a wide and cultivated vaHey 
which descended to the sea from the SE., aiul 
was totally shut in by exceedingly tall mount^i^^ 
which seemed to rise to heaven; these presented 
the most delightful view, being covered with 
luxuriant trees. No doubt there are mountaina 
here loftier than the island of Teneriffe which 
is held to be the highest in the world. / Here B 
another isle,* a league from that of St Thomas^ 
and within it another, all having fine harbours, 
hot where it is necessary to look out for the 
shoals. Villages were seen, and smokes made by 
the inhabitants.^ 

Friday, Dec. 21. The Admiral went with the 
boats to examine the harbour, and after having 
surveyed it declares that it is equalled by none 

* Isla de R&tas. 
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whieh he has seea elMwbere. H^ excuses hid> 
self, sajmg that he has been bo abundant in his 
praises of the' others, that he has nothii^ left to 
say ibr this, and adds that he fears to be takep 
for an extravagant exaggerator of the truth, but 
is encouraged by .^he reflexion that he has in 
company, mariners of experience who will coo- 
firm his account. He repeats that the commen- 
dations he has bestowed upon the other ports 
are true, and the superiority he has ass^ned this, 
he affirms to be true likewise, adding fl hwp 
followed the seas for twenty-three years, without 
being on shoife any space of time worth account^ 
ing, and have seen all the East and West, and 
been to the North where England is situated, 
and even to Guinea, but in none of these coun- 
tries are to be found ports of such excellence as 
are to be met with here ; and as I go on making 
discoyerles they show themselves better and bet^ 
ter, as I find by carefully examming my journal ; 
and I again affirm that this is superior to thent 
all, and large enough to contain all the ships in 
the woild, and^o well sheltered that a ship might 
ride with safety, although moored with the rot- 
tenest rope in the worldy From the entrance 
to the bottom of the harbour k a distance of 
five leagues** / Fields were seen under cultiva* 

* IlrroTy five miles. 
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tion, indeed this was the case every where./ 

* ■ • ' 

Two men were dispatched from the boats, and 
ordered to ascend a height and look out after 
the villages of the inhabitants, as none were seeo 
from the sea, although it was judged there were 
Borne in the neighborhood, by a canoe with in- 
dians having come last night about ten o'clock, 
to gaze at the ships, these men the Admiral pre- 
sented with some trifles which pleased them 
greatly. The two Spaniards returned, informing 
that they had discovered a large town'"' at a little 
distance from the sea ; the Admiral ordered the 
boats to row that way, and presently espied sev- 
eral indians coming down to the shore; they 
seemed to be fearful of the Spaniards, and the 
Admiral directed the boats to be stopped and 
the indians on board to speak to those on latid 
and tell them they were friends, upon which th^ 
natives came close to the water's edge and the 
boats proceeded to land; the inhabitants now 
banished all their fears and came down in such 
numbers as to cover the beach, making a thou- 
sand civilities to the Spaniards, men^ women, and 
children. They ran here and there bringing 
bread made of niames^ which they name ajes^ 
this was very white and good; they also brought 
water in calabashes and earthen vessels, shaped 

t Acul. 
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like the pitchers of Castile. Whatever thing thejr 
were in- possession of, and knew the Spaniards 
wanted, thej offered with great pleasure and the 
utmost' liberality. The Admiral remarks < These 
could iK)t foe deemed gifts of mean value, al- 
though their intrinsic worth was small, because 
feyerj thing was given with the greatest gene- 
rosity; a piece of gold was offered with as willing 
readiness as a calabash of water, and it is easy 
to perceive when a thing is given with a good 
will. These people have neither staves, jave- 
lins nor any other weapons, and this I have re- 
marked of all the inhabitants of this isl- 
and, which appears to me to be very large. 
They are all as naked as they were born, both 
men and women, whereas in Juana^ and the 
other islands the females wear a small covering 
of cotton at the waist, especially those above a 
dozen years, but neither old nor young practise it 
here. In other places we have found the inhab- 
itants anxious to conceal their women from us, 
but here they display no such jealousy. Th^ 
females at this place possess fine shapes, and 
were the first to give thanks to heaven upon 
our arrival, and bring us offerings, especially 
bread of aj6s and five or six sorts of fruits.^ 
These last the Admiral caused to be preserved 
for the King and Queen. The same treatment 
they had received from the women in other 

19 
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part^ beibre the men took care to keep tbem aii( 
Qf sight The Admiral gave strict orclers that 
the utmost attentipu should be paid, oot to give 
offence to the natives in any thi^gi and that no 
fMTticle should be tak^n from them withput bia 
permission; in this m^oaoer they were paid fpi? 
^very thing they gav^e the Spaniards. The Ad*r 
ipiral remarks that he believes^p one ever met 
witti a people of such a liberal and generous dispo- 
^tion, which was exercised to such a degree that 
they were ready to rob themselves of every ai>^ 
tide of property to oblige their guest% flocking 
te them with offerings wherever they arrived*/ 
He sent six of his men to examine the. town 
which had been seen, to these the indians sjiowr 
ed every honour they could invent, and pre^^ated 
such things as they had, not doubting uii the least 
that the Admiral and all his crew had eome from 
Iieaven, which also the indians on board «till coor 
tinueS to think, notwithstanding what the Span- 
iards had told them. The men being gone tp 
the town, there came several canoes from a sov^ 
ereign io the neighborhood, to request the Ad« 
miral on leaving this place to visit hk town* 
The Admiral perceiving great crowds of people 
waitii^ for him upon a point of land, f^pceeded 
thither, when there came down to the shor^ 
immense multitudes, men, women and childreq 
cryii^ out for him not tp leave them, but remain 
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there. The amfaassadonB of the prince abore^ 
iientiofied, were all this time Waiting with their 
eauoes, ^t he should go awaj without! comply<< 
ing with their invitatioiiw The Admiral then set 
cSf and arriyiijg near the place where the prince 
was waitii^ to receive him, this severe^ order* 
ed all his people ix> seat themselves upon the 
ground, he then dispatched men with provisions^ 
tfe the boats which, seeing that the Spaniards 
Kecepted, the greater part of the indians rao c^ 
1^ the town which, was probably near, and earned 
iack, bringing more, along with parrots and other 
tilings, which thej offered with sm^prising liberat' 
ity. Although they demanded nothing in return^ 
the Admiral gave them glass beads^ hawk's beHs, 
and brass rings, as he thought it but just that pay-* 
ment should be made them, and in particular as 
he says, because he looked upon them as chris-^ 
tians, and more the subjects^ of* the King and* 
C^ieen, tlian the people of Castile. He adds 
thal^othing is wanting but to know their language 
and give them orders, as they will perform every 
thk^ commanded them without makii^ the least 
oppiositioQ.] He then left the place to return to 
tbe shipS) the indians all calling out, men, women 
BfiA children^ and entreating him to remain emong 
them. Several canoes ftilt of men foHoWed the 
beatis to the ships, these the Admiral treated 
much ci^rility and gave them food and other 
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presents* Great numbers came from the shore 
swimming about the ship^ which was aboire half 
a league from the land. White the Adnnral was 
upon bis risit there came another prince from 
the westerly part of the island, and not finding 
him, he returned. ' The Admiral sent some men 
to visit and obtain information from him ; these 
he received very graciously, and conducted to- 
ward his town where he intended to give them 
some large pieces of gold ; they went alof^ with 
him till they came to a wide river, which the 
Indians passed by swimming, but the Spaniards 
being unable to cross it, returned back. ( All 
this neighborhood abounds in mountains so lofty 
that they seem to reach to the skies ; The Pedc of 
Teneriffe is nothing in comparison with them, 
either for height or beauty. These are all coif&- 
ered with wood and vegetation in a delightful 
manner, and inclose amoi^ them many beautiful 
jdains. At the South of this harbour is a plain 
so extensive that the eye cannot reach the endy/ 
it is probably fifteen or twenty leagues in extem^ 
without the interruption of a single^ eminence; 
^ it contains a river and is inhabited and cultivated 
throughout, being at present as green and flour- 
ishing, as the fields in Castile in May or June, 7 
although the nights are here fourteen hours 
long, and this country so far to the North. The 
harbour here is well sheltered from every 
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wind that can blow, beings deep and well shut iq* 
Ships may also lie here io perfect safety. £roiA 
any inoiirBion daring the night from without h for 
akbough the entrance has a width of more than 
twO'leaguesy it is confined by a cou[Je of rocky 
ledges nearly on a lerel with the water, leaving 
a very narrow passage which seems almost the 
work of art. In the mouth of the harbour there 
are seren fathoms depth of water, this cootinueft 
to a level islet which has a beach and is covered 
with trees. The entrance is to the West, where 
a ship may sail in without fear, coming close to 
the rock. Towards the NW. are three islands 
and a large river, a league from the cape of this 
harbour. This being St. Thomas's day^ the Ad* 
BMral named the harbour 7%e Port of the Sea ^ 
St, Thomas^ calling it a sea, from its size. : >- 
4 Saturday, Dec 22d. At daybreak they set sail 
to go in search of the islands where, as the indians 
UAd them, there was much gold, and in some of 
them more gold than earth ; but fouinl the weath- 
er unfavorable and returned to their anchorage, 
when the boat was dispatched with nets for fish- 
ing. The sovereign of the country* who resided 
ID the neighborhood sent a large canoe full of 
men, with one of his principal attendants request- 

*This was Ghiacanagari, sovereign of Mariea, where 
Columbus built a fort, and left a party of his men at his re- 
t|ira to Spain. 
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k^ the Adifiiral to wut with the shifNi M bii^ tef- 
fjtoiy, prottisi^ him My things fiie littd. H# 0^iii 
by iiAt meGSeiiger a girdle to whfieh wm nftltek^ 
iCBtead of a pouchy n tilask faavii^tbe Mse^ toigyej 
mid ears of beaten gold, 't'be mdlai»itt the <!rd^ 
Ooe, meetif^ the bout, gave the girdle te* a i^f^e 
hey, and proceeded od hoard the ship with theif 
mok&s»f. Some time padded before > th^ eould 
he understoody the indiatia on board not t^Mpnh 
kendiog them, 9» their lai^age waa somewhat 
diffisrent imm tha« of the others; 6m\iy they 
made out to express themseltes by s^ns, and laiade^ 
known their iDyitation. The Admiral de^rniiMd 
to accept ky^ and eame t^ a resolvtion to eail tb# 
next day, which was Sunday^ although he was^Mt 
accustomed to put to sea on that day ; thk^ Mes0 
from devotion and not from any superstitioM scrti^ 
fdes. Besides, entertaining a hope that these 
people, by the willingness they manifested^ wcMatd 
become christians, and subjects^ of Cast^ aixl 9ir* 
ready looking upon them in that light, be Was de^ 
sirous of doing every thii^ to oUige themir Be^ 
fore quittii^ this place be sent si;x of hi& men to^ at 
very large town, three leagues to the West, the^ 
prince oi that place having vifiited the Admird 
the preceding day and told him that he had sef^ 
eral pieces of gold. With these men he sent his 
secretary, whom he charged to take care thai 
the Spaniards did nothing wron£[ to the incbnoa^ 
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for tiicoe inere so Iftberal^ and tbe Spaoiiurds so im* 
mmsurahlj gwedj* )thfit thej v^e not satisfied 
irith reccarii^ ]tha most Talwable of whs^t this in- 
Kabkaats possessed^ in ^K)haiige for a leather 
IiImi^, a bit of ^a«B {Or earthen ^ware, or other 
mitthlefiB Aidie, and aometkaefi for nothing at all^ 
vfaich^ Imrtrter, the admiral JiimI alnrays prohib^ 
ed* Although the articles which the iodians ofier^ 
ad fvere of Iktte value, except the gold, yet the 
llidMWsal eoiyiderixig the readmess with vrfaich 
thay |iarted with theai, as giving a piece of geld 
fiw half ,a.d^wn stfiags^jf ^lass heads, 4>ider^ 
(b^ iPKsftlHQg should be taken from them without 
paying fen* it^ The Spantainils arriying at the 
^rarn^ tb^ pianae look, tlie secretory by the hand, 
aiid led tiura, aenompanied by a great maltitude of 
ppOfJe^ to his house, where victuak.were set be* 
fore tibe Spaniards, and lai^ ^quantities of cotton 
fllotb and balk of yarn jbrought them. Late m 
the ereniag the Spaniards returned, the prince 
presenting them with thnee izk geese and some 
bttiofgold; a great number of the indians accom- 
panied them back, and inskted upon carrying 
thair goods for them across the rivers and miry 
placea. * The Adnural made the prince some 
presents, at which he and ali his people showed 
the greatest pleasure, and thought themselves 
happy in gazing upon the Spaniards, whom they 
believed to have come from heaven. / This day 
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more than a hundred and twenty canoes came to 
the ships, all filled with people, and every one 
bringing something, in particular bread, fish, and 
water in earthen jHtcfaers, as also a kind of seed 
which serves very well for a spice ; of this thejf 
put a grain in a cup of water and drink it/ The 
Indians on board the ships affirmed that it was very 
wholesome^ 

Sunday, Dec| 23^9. The want of wind com- 
pelled them to remain here still, and the Admird 
dispatched the boats with his secretary to tbei 
prince from whom he had received the invitation 
the day befwe. While they were gone he seitt 
two of his indians to visit the towns in the neighs 
borhood, these returned bringii^ a prince t>f thii 
country with them, and the information that 
gold was to be had in that island in as great 
plenty as could be desired, the people comt&g 
thither from other parts to obtain it Moref 
persons arrived who confirmed this accountt 
and showed the manner of coUectii^ it; this the 
Admiral understood with difficulty, but still 
held it for certain that the metal must exist id 
abundance in these parts, where on finding the 
spot it might be got for little or nothing. He 
remarks that he is ccHifirmed in this opinion by 
havii^ in the three days he has been here, re* 
ceived many large pieces, and cannot believe it is 
brought hither from other places. He utters 
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these words> Our Lord, in whoBO bands are aU 
tbJogBy be my help^ and order ererj thing for hife 
lefiride.' ^ More than ^ thousand of the inhabitants 
fiMted the sliipe, erery one brii^ing somethingj 
iheir custom Was on arriring within half a bow* 
shot, to stand up in theji; canoes holding out their 
ofierings in their handstand exclaiming ^ Take ! 
Take !^ Besides tja^ese there came above. ii^e bun* 
ixfA, swii»mii^ for want o£ canoes, the ships be* 
U|g anehored near a league from the shore. Firn 
princes with all their ffunilies came among the 
mat to visit thei Spaniards, to/All whom the. Ad* 
nina made preseBWetteemiBg ^yery thipg givea 
them, well bestov^ed. ^Qur Lord in his mercy,' / 
nya he Cdirect me where I may find the gold 
nin^ as 1 have many here who profess to* be 
acquainted with it' At n^ht the boats return^ 
ad/ dud informed that they had gone a great dis* 
taiMce, and at the mountain of Caribatan had met 
with, canoes full .of people, coming from the place 
where the Spaniard^ were going, to visit the Admi* 
iral ; these turned back and accompanied the Span- 
iards to the town,^ which thoy found the larg^t 
and most regular with respect to the streets, of 
any that had beease^nsjt'was situated nearly three 
leagues to the southeast of P%mta SatUa.'\ The 
canoes rowing faster than the boats, slipped ahead 

♦Guarico. f San Honorato. 
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and carried the intelligence of their aririral to the 
Cacique as they called him. Hitherto the Admi- 
ral had been unable to lefon whether this was 
the name of a king or a governor. Thejr have 
another name for their chief people, which is 
JSIitayno ;* whether this signified goyemor, no- 
bleman, or judge, could not be ascertained. The 
Cacique came out to meet the Spaniards in the 
public square of the town, which wpis a fine neat 
place ; bere more than two thousand men asseija- 
bled, ever J one bringing victuals for the stran- 
gers. The king showed them great honor, and 
gave each. man a portion of such cotton cloth as 
the women wear, addii^ some parrots and pieoes 
of gold for the Admiral ; the people also gave 
the* Spaniards cotton cloths and other things, re- 
ceiving whatever trifles were offered them in re« 
turn, which they valued as highly as if they es- 
teemed them relics. At evening when they 
wished to return, the king entreated them to 
stay till morning, and all the people joined in the 
solicitation. Finding them determined to set out, 
a^reat number accompanied them, carrying for 
them upon their shoulders the articles which the 
Spaniards had acquired there ; they thus attend- 

.• • 
^ A Nitayno was a grandee next in rank to the king. 

Las Casas. 
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ed them to the boats, which were left at the 
inouth of the rhrer. 

Mobdaj,* Dec 24th. Before sunrise they 
weighed anchor, and put to sea with a land 
breeze. Among the Indians who came on board 
yesterday, and informed them there was gold in 
the Island, naming the places where it was found, 
there was one who seemed to display an uncom- 
mon degree of liking for the Spaniards; him the 
Admiral caressed, and prevailed upon to go along 
with him, and dii^ect the w^y to the gold mines. 
This man was accompanied By another, his com* 
pahion or relation, and both these, among other 
places th^y spoke of, where the gold was obtained, 
named Cipango which they called Civao^ and said 
it was very far to the East, possessing vast quan- 
tities of gold, and that the Cacique of the country 
had his banners made of plates of that metal. 
The Admiral in this place says, ^ Your highnesses 
may be assured that there is not upon earth a 
better or gentler' people, at which you may re- 
joice, for they will easily become christians and 
learn Cut customs.' A finer country or people can- 
bot exist, and the territory is so extensive and the 
people so numerous, that I know not how to give 
a description of them, as 1 have spoken so highly 
of the people and country of Juuna which the 
inhabitants call CubaJ But there is a difference 
between the^e two countries as great as between 
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day wad night i think no one who hiui seen thoM 
parts, can say less in their commendation than . 1 
lia?e said. I repeat that it is a matter of laoi^ 
der to see the things we have met with^and the 
multitudes of people in this island, which I call 
Espanola, and the Indians Bohio ; they are sin^ 
gularly pleasant in their intercourse and coi^ 
versation with us, and not like the others,' who 
when they speak appear to be uttering menaces) 
their shapes are fine, both men and women^ and 
their colour not black, although they pa»l them- 
selves, the most of them red, others of a dark 
hue, and others of BtiU different colours, all whidi| 
I understand, is done to keep the smi isom-in* 
juring them. ^ The houses and towns are« very 
handsome, and the inhabitants live in each set** 
tiement under th^ rule of a sovereign or judge, 
to whom they pay implicit obedience. < These 
magistrates are persons of excellent manhM^and 
great reserve, and give their orders by a s^ with 
the band, which is understood by all witb surpri* 
sing quicknes^^' 

In order to enter this port, calle^^The/Sea of 
St. Thomas,"^ it is necessary to stand for a smadl 
level island at the entrance, which was naaaed 
La jSmiga^ andcdming within a stone's throw, ta 
pass to the westward of the island, keefai^ 

*BaIua4e Aeul. 
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ta fhe riiorO) as a large reef comes out from the 
Westf which extoods a lorabardanshot towards the 
island; io.tbe channel are at the shoalest part% 
SOTon fathoms^ with a gravellj bottom, and with- 
in is room sufficient for all the ships in the worlds 
where they maj lie without moorings. There 
are two or three shoals without, and oth^r large 
shoals and a reef we to the east, extending to- 
wards the isli^nd La Jimiga^ and far into the sea, 
coming two leagues towards the cape ; but among 
these there appeared a channel two lombarda- 
shots from La JiwUga^ and at the foot of Mount 
Caribatan^ a spaciouBand excellent harbour.* 
' Tuesday, Dee; 35th. Christmas. Last n^bt 
they kept along the coast with a light wind, from 
the sea of St. Thomas to the headland named 
Ptn^ SantOy and at the. end of the first watch,, 
i^bout ^leTCD o- dock, bein^ off this point about a 
league distant, the Admiral laid down to sleeps 
haTing taken no rest for* two days and a' night 
past. As the sea was calm,<<he man ett the helm 
left his {dace to a boy, and w^i^^ off to sleep like- 
wise, contrary to the express orders of the Ad- 
miral, who had throughout the voyage, forbid* 
eii, ID calm or storm, the helm to be intrusted 
to a boy. The Admiral was free from any 
dread ; of rocks or shoals, as the Sunday before, 

* * Port Frsneow. 
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when be sent the boats to the kii^, thej had 
passed three leagues and a half to the east of 
Punta SantOj and the sailors had surveyed the 
whole coast for three leagues beyond that point, 
and ascertained where the ships might pass, a 
thing never done before in the whole voyage. 
But/as it pleased our Lord, at midnight, it being 
a dead calm, and the sea perfectly motionless, as 
in a cup, the whole crew, seeing the Admiral had 
;*etired, went off to sleep, leaving the ship in the 
care of the boy abovementioned, when the cur- 
rent carried her imperceptibly toward the shoals 
in the neighborhood, upon which she struck with 
a noise that might be heard a league o£) The 
boy at the helm hearii^ the roar of the sea, and 
feeling the current beating at the rudder, cried 
out, at which the Admiral awoke, and sprang 
upon deck before any of the sailors perceived 
that they had run aground ; presently the mas- 
ter, whose watch it was, came up, and the Admi- 
ral ordered him and others who quickly made 
their appearance, to hoist out the boat and car- 
ry an anchor astern ; the boat being hoisted out, 
the master and many others went into her, as the - 
Admiral supposed to fulfil the order. Instead of 
doing this, they rowed off to the caravel, which 
was about half a league to windward. Those 
on board, however, with great propriety and jus- 
tice refused to receive them, and sent them back, 
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dispatching also their own boat, which arri?ed 
first at the ship. Meantime the Admiral finding 
his men desertii^ him, and the ship down upon 
her side, with the water leaving her, saw no oth- 
er remedy but to cut away the mast, and throw 
overboard every thing they could spare, hoping 
that this would lighten and set her afloat, but in 
spite of all, the water continued to ebb^ and the 
jship to lie down towards the sea, which fortlinate* 
ly continued smooth, and presently she opened 
between the ribs. The Admiral proceeded to 
the caravel to dispose of his crew, and as asHght 
breeze blew from the land, and much of the night 
remained, they lay to till day, not knowing how far 
the shoals extended ; at day break he proceeded 
inside of the shoal to the ship, having first sent the 
boat to land with Diego de Araria, of Cordova, al- 
guazil of the fleet, and Pedro Gutierrez, page of 
the royal wardrobe, to carry the news of his mis- 
fortune to the king, wIk) had sent him the invita- 
tion the Saturday before, and whose residence 
was about a league and a half beyond the shoal 
where the ship lay. This person, as they stated, 
upon hearir^ the information, shed tears, and 
dispatched all the people of the town with large 
canoes to unload the ship; with their assistance 
the decks were cleared in a very short time, so 
great was the diligence of the king and his men. 
He, with his brothers and relations came to the 
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shore, and took OTery care that all the goodi 
should be safelj brought to land, and carefullj 
preserTed. From time to time he sent bis rela- 
tions to the Admiral weeping, and consoling hiin^ 
and entreating him not to be afflicted at his loss^ 
for he would giTe him all he had. The Admiral 
here obserTes to the King and Queen, that in no 
part of Castile would more strict care haTe been 
taken'of his goods, not the smallest trifle was 
lost The king ordered scTcral houses to be 
cleared for the purpose of stowing the goods. 
Here a guard was set oTer them who watched 
throughout the night. < ^ The people as well as 
the king shed tears in abundace,' says the Admi- 
ral. ^ They are a Tery loTing race, and without 
coTetousness ; they are adapted to any use, and I 
declare to your Highnesses that there is not a 
better country nor a better people in the world 
than these. They loTe their neighbors as they 
do themselTcs, and their -language is the smooth- 
est and sweetest in the world, being always uU 
tered with smiles. They all, both men and wo- 
men go totally naked, but your Highnesses may 
be assured that they possess many commendable 
customs ; their king is served with great rever- 
ence, And every thing is practised with such de- 
cency that it is highly pleasing to witness it. 
They have great memories and curiosity, and 
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nr^iy^ry eager in their inquiries as to the nature 
and use of ali tbej see.V 

Wednesday, Dec(2|S^h. At sunrise the king 
of the country visited the Admiral on board the 
Nina, and with tears in his eyes, intreated him 
not to indulge in any grief, for he would give him 
aH be had ^ that he had already assigned the 
Spaniards on shore two large houses, and if neces- 
sary, would, grant others, and as many canoes as 
eould be used in bringing the goods and crew to 
kndt which, in fact, he had done the day before, 
without the smallest trifle being purloined, ^ so 
bonest and free from covetousness are they,' 
says the Admiral, ' and their kii^ pre-eminent 
in virtue.' While the Admiral was conversing 
with himi a canoe arrived from another place, 
with Indians bringing pieces of gold, which they 
wanted to exchange for a hawkVbell, these be- 
it^^held in special value amoog them ; before the 
canoe reached the vessel, the indians called out, 
showing the gold, and crying chuq^ chuq^ for the 
hawk's-bells, and seemed ready to go mad after 
them; the other canoes setting of!^ they request- 
ed the Admiral to preserve a hawkVbell for 
them, and they would bring him in return four 
pieces of gold as big as his hand. This intelli- 
gence gave him great joy, and there prSently 

*Take, take. 
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came a sailor from the land and informe^ith^ 
Admiral that the Spaniards were earrying dd a 
great traffic with the Indians, purchasing bits of 
gold worth more than two castellanas^ for a strap 
of leather, and that this was nothing to what it 
would be within a month. The King was much 
rejoiced to see the Admiral in good spirits, and 
discovering * that he was anxious to obtain gold, 
be informed him by signs that he knew where, 
in that neighborhood, a great deal of it might 
be had, and that the Admiral might be of good 
cheer, for he would give him as much as he 
wanted. He gave him a further account of it, 
and told him it existed in Cipango, which they 
called Civao, in such abundance that it was held 
in no esteem. It was understood in the same* 
way, that it was brought hither from that place, 
although in the island of Espanola, and in the 
district of Cart&a/a^ there were also great quan- 
tities. The king toqjf, a meal on boaid the earar* 
vel, and then went on shore accompanied by tfa# 
Admiral, whom be treated with every honor, 
feasting him with several sorts of c^'ea, shrimps, 
game and other viands, with bread which they 
call razavu Afterwards he conducted him^ into 
an arbour near his house, where they were at« 
tended by more than a thousand persons. The 
king had on a shirt and a pair of gloves, which 
he had received from the Admiral, these last he 
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partkularly adqvred. In his mtinner of takit^ 
food be ;8hawed> a decency and neatness weH 
worthy* of his rank; after finishing his repast, at 
which he continued loi^, certain herbs were 
brought him, with which he rubbed his hands 
for a considerable time, which was done as the 
Admiral thought, to soften them ; water was then 
fetched him for washing. The meal completed, 
he went down to the shore with the Admiral j 
who sent for a Turkish bow and some arrows^' 
these he gave to one of the crew who was expert 
ki their use^ and the exhibition of them much so- 
tonished the king, who knew nothing of weapons, 
his people neither using nor possessing them, 
although some discourse had been held here^ 
about the peofJe of Ckxniha whom they .call 
Qarihes^ these, they stated, were accustomed to 
oome and attack them with bows and arrows; 
itwas ascertained that these last were not heail- 
ed. with iron, f(Hr neither ivon nor steel are 
known in these parts, nor any other metal, ex* 
cept gold and copper; the Admiral saw littte 
of the copper. The. king was then given to 
understand by signs that the sovereigns of Cas^ 
tile would send people to fight against the Ca- 
ribes, and bring them ail prisoners with their 
hands tied. By order of the Admiral, % hmi- 
htrda and an espingarda were fired^ and the ef- 
fect of their shot struck the king with new worn 
der, frightenii^ the indians to such a degree that 
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tbey all foil upon the ground. Afierw ascls a 
lurge mask was brought^ with gnat pieced of 
gold, at the ears^ejes, and other {daces ; this Ihe 
king gave the AdoiiraJ, alo^g with other jew«hi 
of the same metal, which he placed upofa his head 
and neck ; many other presents were mtAe to 
the Spaniards. All these things had a great ef- 
fect upon the Admiral in assuaging his grief for 
the loss of the ship^ and he began to be convinc* 
ed that our Lord had permitted the shipwreck 
in order that he might choose this place for a set* 
tlement. ^ And to this end^' says he^ so many fai* 
Yorable things offered^ that it cannot be eaUed 8 
disaster, but a great piece of good fortune, for if 
we had npt run aground, we should have kept off 
without anchoring here, the place being in & 
targe bay withinside of two or three shoals. 
Neither should I otherwise have been induced 
to leave any men in these parts during the voy* 
age, nor if 1 had, could I have spared them the 
proper provisions and materials for their for* 
tification. / Many of my crew have solicited me^ 
for permission to remain, and I have to-day oi^ 
dered the construction of a fort, with a tower 
and ditch, all to be well built, not that 1 de^m 
such a fortification necessary as a defence against 
the inhabitants, as I have already stated that 
with my present crew, I could subjugate the 
whole island, which I believe to be larger than 
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tUe^ kMgdani of Portugal, and Ii?ic6 as populous, / 
l^t taal i judge U proper, as the territorj is tit 
sHicb a diBtanceMlironi our cotmtrj'yaiid that the 
wUftm J»Ay< Hwlerotftud the j^niiis of tlie people 
cit*. youT: H^hoesaesyjand what thefy are abli^ to 
pedrforift, sailMit'tbejr inaj be he4d in obedience 
bj fear as. well m love. For thia purpose I 
hiafe 'diivpcted that there shall be provided a 
store of timber for the oonstructfoo of the fort, 
>l^tb pTQvisioo t>f bread and wine for more thair 
a jjear,.aeed for planting, the loi^boat of the 
ship, A ealker^ a carpenter, a gunner, a cooper, 
Hud aianj other personam among the number of 
those who faaire earnestly desired to serve your 
Highnesses and oU^ me fey remaimng here, 
and searching for the gdd mine. To the under- 
taJuQg nvhick I have mentioned, things seem to 
have concurred very opportunely, in particular 
the ship^s runaii^ aground in such k manner that 
it ivas not perched till she had stuck fast, and 
this at ia time when there was neither wave nor 
wind.' The Admiral relates many other thin^ 
by way of showing that it was a piece of good 
fortune, and the determined will of God that the 
ship should be wreeked there, that the Span- 
iards might remain, ibr as he states, had it not 
been for the treacherbus conduct of the master 
and ere Wr (who were most or all of them his 
ceinitrynien) in not tarrying the anchor astern 
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to haul the ship off^ as they were ordered) fAie 
would not have been wrecked^ and thereby the^r 
should have failed of the. knowledge of the coun- 
try which they obtained durii^ the stay, by the 
men whom he intended to leave there. * His cus^ 
tom was to go on making discoyeries, and not 
tp stay in any. one place above a day, unless com- 
pelled by the wind, as his ship was a dull sailer, 
and unfit fur the purpose of discovery. He lays 
the blame of this upon the people of Paloe, in 
not having complied with their agreement to 
** furnish the King and Queen with sqitaUe leamh^ 
for the expedition. The Admiral cooqkides by 
observing that every piece of the ship was 
saved, there not being lost so much as a t^opig^ 
board, or nail, she being as complete as when she 
first sailed, except what was caused by cutting 
h^r to get out the casks and merchandiM ; all 
these were carried on shore and well seoored, 
as above said. He adds that he hopes to 6nd 
at his return from Castile, a ton of gold collected 
by them in trading with the natives, and that 
they will have succeeded in discovering the mine 
and the spices^ and all these in such abundance 
that before three years the Kii^ and Queen may 
undertake the recovery of the Holy Sepulchre. 
' For I have before protested to your Highness- 
es,' says he, ^ that the profits of this enterprise 
shall be employed in the conquest of Jerusalesi, 
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at which your Highnesees smiled and said you 
were pleased, and had the same inclination.' 

Thursday, Dec 27th. At sunrise . the king 
came on board, and told the Admiral that he 
had sent for gold, and wished he could cover him 
all over with it before his departure, or rather, 
that he would not depart at all. He took a meal 
with the Admiral in company with a brother and 
relation of the king, in a very private manner; 
they stated thaf they wished to go to Castile 
with him. While they were on board, there 
arrived accounts that the caravel Pinta was in a 
river at the end of the island, the Cacique dis- 
patched a canoe thither,^ in which the Admiral 
ordered a Spaniard to embark. The cacique 
displayed a degree of affection towards the Ad- 
miral that Appeared wonderful. The utmost 
diligence was exerted in preparing for their re- 
turn to Castile. 

Friday, Dec. 28th. In order to see to the 
construction of the fort, the Admiral went on 
shore. It seemed that the king espied him as he 
was embarking, for he entered his house in 
haste and sent one of his brothers to receive him. 
The Admiral was conducted to one of the d well- 
ings given to the Spaniards, which was the 
largest nhA best in the place. Here there was 
prepared a seat made of the inner bark of the 
palm tree, upon which they caused the Admiral 
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to sit, the king's brother then sent an attendant 
iDforming him that the Admiral was there, as if 
he was ^norant of it ; the Admiral imagined that 
this was done to show him so much the more 
honor. The attendant having delivered hb mes- 
sage, the king ran to the Admiral, carryii^ a 
great plate of gold in his hand, which he fAaced 
about his neck. He remained a night on shore, 
considering what was to be done. 

Saturday, Dec 29th. At sunrise there came 
on board the caravel a nephew of the king, quite 
a jouth, but a person of good understanding and 
courage; and as the Admiral's constant object 
was to find the place where the gold was prc^ 
duced, he made it a practice to question every 
one about it by signs, as thej could converse in 
this manner. This joui^ man informed him that 
at the distance of four days' voyage to the east, 
was an isle called Guarionex^ and others called 
Macorix, Mayonic^ Fuma, Cibao, and ^oroay^ and 
that they contained abundance of gold The 
names of these places the Admiral wrote 
down, and it afterwards came to the knowl- 
edge of the king's brother, that the youth had 
given this information, whereupon some al- 
tercation ensued between them, as near as the 
Admiral could make out. He had at other times 

* These, according to Las Casas, were the names of dis- 
tricts in the island of EUipanola, and not separate isles. 



onderetood lliftt the king was exerting tiimself to 
prevent bis learning where the gold was produ* 
ced, lest he should go thither after it. *But 
there is such a quantity of it, and in so manj pla- 
ces in the island of Espanola' s^s the Admiral, 
*that ft is a matter of wonder.'' At night the 
king Bent him a great golden mask, begging for a 
wash*basfn and ewer; the Admiral supposed that 
he wished for these, to have others made like 
them. The request was complied with. 

Sunday, Dec. 30th. The Admiral went to dine 
on shore, and found that there had arrived fire 
kings, who were subject to Guacanagari the king 
above mentioned. All these wore their crowns 
and went in great state, and the Admiral remarks 
to the King and Queen, that their Highnesses 
would have been highly pleased to observe their 
manners. Guacanagari came to receive him on 
landii^, and led him by the arm to the house 
where he was entertained the day before ; here 
was an eleVated space and seats, upon which he 
made him sit down; he then took his own crown 
from his head and placed it upon that of the Ad* 
miral, who in return took 'from his neck a splen- 
did collar made of very beautiful beads, and put 
it upon that of the king, hlso divesting himself of 
a cloak of fine scarlet cloth, which he had put on 
that day, he clothed the king with it. He then 

sent for a pair of buskins which he put upon his 
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£eeU and a large eilver ring upon his finger^ bav<^ 
iog heard that the Indians had seen a sailor wkb 
a ring of that metal, and had tried hard to obtain 
it. The king was greatly pleased with these 
gifts, and two of the other chiefs came to the 
Admiral and gave him each a great plate of gdd« 
While they were here, an iodian arrived saying he 
bad two days since left the caravel Pinta inabar^ 
bour at the East. The Admiral returned to bis 
vessel, and Vincent Yanez, the captain, told him that 
be had seen rhubarb, and that it was to be found at 
the island jinUgOy at the entrance of the harbour 
which was named Jlfar de Santo 7bm«,six leagues 
fjTom thence, and that be had recognized both 
the root and the branches. The description giv- 
en of the rhubarb is that it sends forth flowers, 
and berries which appear like green mulberries 
half dried, the stalk near the root is of a fine yet- 
low colour, ajnd the root itself like a large pear. 

Monday^ (Dec. 31^t. This day was (occupied 
in taking on board water and wood for their re- 
turn to Spaiaj The Admiral's object in hasten- 
ing thither was to carry the intelligence as speed- 
ily as possible to the King and Queen, that ships 
might be dispatched to complete the discoveries, 
a vast deal remaining to be done in this way. 
He was, however, unwilling to depart before he 
had examined all this coast towards the east, but 
being with a single vessel, he thought it not pru- 
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dent to expose himself to the dangers iBtttenaant 
upon such an enterprise. He complains that ail 
these troubles werci occasioned by the Pihta'ti 
having forsaken hito. 

Tuesday, Jan. 1st, 1493.' At midnight the 
boat wa§ sent io the island Amiga for rhubarbi 
and returned the next erenilig'with a frail of it, 
not ha?ii^ procured more for want of a spade to 
dig with : what was obtained he preserred to 
show the King and Queen. The canoe which 
had been dispatched in quest of the Pinta, re* 
turned without seeing her. The sailor who went 
in the canoe stated, that at twenty leagues dia* 
tance they met a king, who wore upon his head 
two great plates of gold, and afir soon as the In- 
dians whom he accompanied in the canoe dpoke 
to him, he took them off; The Admiral be^ 
lieved that Ouaeanagari bad prohibited all th^ 
others from selling gold to th^ Spaniards, that it 
ttight all pass through his hands; He* had that 
day sent many canoes to collect it The Admi- 
rat already knew the places, as afoore stated, 
#here it was so plenty as not to be talued. The 
lipicery'''' as the Admiral says, is also abundant, 
and more valuable than pepper or grains 'of par- 
adise. He left orders with those that remained) 
to collect as much of it as possible, 

■ ' 

f Indian pepper. 
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Wednesday, Jan. 2d. He went on shore in 
the morning, to take leave of Guacanagaru He 
gave him one of bis own shirts, and conversii^ 
with him about the Caribes^ who made war up 
on the people of the island, be determined to give 
bim an experiment of the force of firearms ;^ for 
this purpose a lombarda was ordered to be load- 
(^d, and fired against the side of the ship which 
was op shore; the shot passed through hiBrand 
ptnick the sea at a distance. He aldo gave him 
a representation of a battle between parties of 
the creWi armed, informitig the Cacique that he 
need not fear the Caribes, even if they sbooid' Mr 
tackt him. All this was done, as he inforoi» asi 
to strike a terror into the inhabitants, and^^lnake 
them friendly to the Spaniards left behind. • H0 
iook the king and his attendants along wilh:him 
to his house to ^ioe. At. parting he gave a strict 
charge to Diego de Arana, Pedro Gutierresand' 
Rodrigo Escovedo, whom he constituted his lieu^ 
tenants over the force of the settlement, that^Vn 
ery tiling should be well grounded and r^ulated 
for the service of God and their Highnesse& 
The Cacique displayed great affection towards 
the A(]iniral, and indulged a deep sorrow at sep- 
arating from him, especially when he saw him 
about to embark. One of the iodians told the 
Admiral that he had ordered bis statue to be 
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9iade of goI<] as largQ as.llfe, and that it vf£|9 to 
b^ finished id ten days* He went on board with 
tbf^ intention of setting sail, but the wind did not 
pepipit it. . 

'. He left in this island of Eapanolai ^wbich the 
indians called Bohio^ a fort and tbirtj^nine men, 
whom he states to have been great friends of 
king Guacanagaru Over these he placed Diego 
de Arana, a native of Cordova, Pedro Gutierrezi 
groom of the king's wardrobe, and Rodrigo de 
£scovedo, a native of Seville, and nephew of ' 
Fray Rodrigo Perez, with all the powers the 
King and Queen had delegated to him* He left 
tbfm aU the goods whicb bad been sent for trB,{T 
fickingi being a groat amount, and every thing 
b^longii^ to the ship which had been wrecked; 
the goods he directed should be traded away for 
gold. To these were added biscuit and wine for 
i^-year, and the long-boat of the *ihip, in otder 
that they might, (being marindrs for the most 
part) at convenient opportunities, undertake the 
discovery of the gold mine, and a place (H*opcr 
for building' a city, as this port did not suit him^ 
and especially because the gold came from the 
east, and the further east they were, thie *k)6arer 
to Spain ; he also left them seed, for sowing, his 
secretary and alguacil, a ship-carpenter and calk- 
er, a good gunner and engineer, a cooper, a sur-^ 
geon and a tailor, all seamen. 
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Thurdaj, Jan. Sd. He did not set saS to-dajT^ 
because the iodians belonging to the ships re- 
mained on shore. At night* three of them ani- 
yed, and reported that the remainder with their 
wives were coming. The sea was somewhat 
rough, not suffering the boat to lie at the shore. 
The Admiral determined to sail, by the grace of 
God, the next morning. He sajs that if he had 
had the caravel Pinta with him, he should have 
been certain of obtaining a ton of gold, for in 
that case he should have ventured to coast along 
these islands, which being alone, he dared not do 
lest an accident should befal him and hinder his 
returning to Castile and informing the Kii^ tod 
Queen of the discoveries he had made.. Even 
had he been certain that the Pinta woutd arrive 
safe thither, with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, he 
should not have indulged his wish of surveying 
further these parts, as he feared that he m^hf 
give a false relation to the King and Queen, in 
order to escape the punishment which he merit- 
ed for his misconduct in abandonii^ the Admiral 
without leave, and thereby hinder the benefits 
consei^uent upon the discovery. He trusted that 
our Lord would grant him a favorable passage, 
and a remedy for all evils. 

Friday, Jan 4th. At sunrise they weighed an' 
chor and stood out of the harbour with a li^t 
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wind ; they steered to the N W. passing the sboal' 
hj a channel much narrower than that by which 
they had entered. These are very good entran-^ 
ces to sail in to Villa de JVavidad^* and contain 
from three to nine fathoms depth of water, ex- 
tending from NW. to SE. Here are shoals 
which reach from Cabo Sctnto to Cabo de Sierpe 
above six leagues, and extend three leagues into 
the sea. A league from CcJh> Sank> there are no 
more than eight fathoms water, and within this 
cape towards the east, are many shoals with nav-^ 
igable channels. All this coast runs N W. and SE., 
and has a beach throughout its whole extent ; 
the land is very level for a space of four leagues 
from the shore, when it becomes diversified with 
lofty mountains, the whole very populous and 
abounding with large towns. They continued 
along the coast to the east in the direction of a 
very tall mountain, finely shaped like a tent, and 
which appeared to be an island, but was found to 
be connected with a low tract of the country. 
This the Admiral named MonU Cnsti^ it is situa- 
ted exactly east of Caho Santo at the distance of 
eighteen leagues ;t they were unable toreauch it 
this day within six leagues, the wind being light. 

* The name given hy Columbus to the fort and settlement 
hwre, he having arrived on Christmas day. 

i The true distance is ten leagues. 
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Tfaej found four low nndjr i^ts,* with a reef 
extending to the NW. and SE. Within is a large 
gulf, wfaicb reaches from the moMtain above- 
nentioned, three lei^^ues to the SW. It is 
throi^hout very shsdlow, and abeundk^ with 
banksy and aloi^ the ^coast are manj streams not 
navigable, although the sailor whom the Admiral 
sent in the canoe after tbe Pinta, related that be 
saw a rivert which ships might enter. . They an- 
chored here in nineteen fathoms water, at the di&« 
tance of three leagues from Monie CrisHj wbeie 
they remained all night, having . kept off irom 
land to avoid the numerous shoals hereabovits. 
The Admiral here gives directiois^ for sailing .to 
Villa do Navidad, but as the coast is now knewn^ 
it was not thought advisable to copy thenL He 
cmicludes that Cipango must be in this island, 
and that it contains great store of goldy spices* 
mastick and rhubarb. 

Saturday, Jan 5ih. Just before sunrise, they 
set sail with a land-breeze, which afterwards 
shifted to the east. They espied near Mwt$ 
Cristi within an islet, a good harbour where they 
might anchor that might. Standing to the ESf^ 
and afterwards to the SSE., they sailed six 
leagues towards that place and found seventeen 
fathoms' water with a good bottom;' they contin- 

* Les Sept Freres. t^^o'^<^pi<>°- 



ued on three leagfues farther with the $aiBe 
iepth. * Afterirards the depth dimimshed to 
twelve fatbomtv towards the highest pert oi the 
HieuntBinl off against which they found nine fatb- 
ema, the bottom being all a filie sand. Kee^^ng 
dn in this direction) the}r arrived between the 
mountain and the islet, where they fouqd a fine 
harbour of smooth water, having three fathoms 
akid a half depth* Here the j anchored, and the 
Admiral landed in a boat. They found on shore, 
fire Ittimii^ and other indications that fishermen 
had been there* Many stones of variegated col-v 
eun were seen; these were similar to those 
ftmnd in San Salvador, and were fit from their 
beauty to be used in the construction of churches, 
or royad edi^es. Trunks of the njiastick tree 
were also met with. This eminence called Jlftm- 
t0 Crtstif says the Admiral, appears at a distance ' 
like an island; it k lofty, finely shaped, and ac- 
eesaible in every part. The country around is 
flat and consists of very beautifiil fields. From 
this mountain they discovered a cape toward the 
east, twenty-four miles distant, which was named 
Cabo del Becerro. Within this distance lie sev- 
eral reefs, which extend a couple of leagues to- 
ward the sea; they appear to contain some 
channels which may be entered,* but thjs should 
be done by day, with the boat sent ahead to sound.. 

The shore within, for four leagues east of the 
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raountaiiny is a fine beach, and the ooODtiy bai^ 
lerel and beautiful; the rest of the distanoei the 
land is yerj loftj, with tall mount^^ of a'deli{§rht- 
M appearance and under cultiratioD. In the id- 
terior is a chain of mountaHB, the finest they had 
seen, and which doselj resembles the Sierra o£ 
Cordova* At a greater distance towards the 
south and S£^ are other yerj high mountains, 
with yerdant and beautifol yalleys of gnat extent. 
The whole abounds in streams of water and 
oflfeni yiews of such yarie^ that the thooBandth 
part could not be described. Towards the east 
about a hundred miles distant, appears an emin- 
ence which is like Monte Cristi in size and shape ; 
from thence to the NEl the land k lower. . 

Sunday, Jan. 6th. The harbour was found to 
offer a good shelter against all winds except the 
N. and NE., which howeyer, the Admiral say«^ 
are not common here, and eyen from these, a 
safety may be obtained behind the islet* . The 
depth 18 from three to four fathoins. At sunrise 
they set sail and proceeded along the coast, 
which runs to the Va&U Many reels of sand 
and rocks are scattered aloqg its extent, of which 
it is necessary to take heed; within them are 
very good harbours^ with entrances by channels 
between the sboals. In the afternoon the wind 
blowing strpng from the £«. a sailor was sent, 
to the mast-head to look out for the shallows, 




or CDLUMBUK I9tt 

Vhen he di^corered the caravel ^ Rnta bearii^ 
down upon tbem before the wind ; no good an- 
chorage beir^ ' found in the neighborhood^ the 
Admiral hove abottt* and 9to<)d back for .^onfe 
Cristi from which ' they had gone ten leagues ; 
the Pinta kept him company, and Martin A lonzo 
Pinzon came on board the Nina to make his ex- 
cuses, saying he had parted against his will ; he 
offered several reasons for his conduct, which the 
Admiral says were all totally false, as he was actin 
acted solely by his haughtiness' and avidity m 
abandonii^ him. He confesses himself unable to 
learn the cause: of the unfavorable disposition 
which this man had manifested towards him 
throughout the voyage ; but the immediate oci- 
casion of his deserting him, was the information 
he got from an indian which the Admiral had 
^placed on board his vesisel, that in an island 
called Baneqm he would find abundance of gold, 
and knowing his vessel to be light and a ^wift 
sailer he 'did n6t hesitate to abandon him as be- 
fore related. - The Admiral concealed his re- 
sentment, that he might not aid the machinations 
of l%itanin impedii^4he vbyage,as he had hith*> 
efto done It was ascertained that Martin Al- 
oiizb^ on arriving at Baneque^ had not found any 
gold, aMl had thence returned to the coast of 
jSspanola, where from the information of the 
indianj^ he expected to diacover the-mine. He 
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coasted alon^ the island for a distaoee of filteeit 
leagues approaching near ViHa de la Navidady 
ID which progress he spent abere twtet j daya^ 
from this account it appeared that die reports 
giren bj the indians, of his being seM in tba 
ne^hborhood, upon the strength ci Which 
kii^ Guacanagari sent the canoe after hk% wel^ 
eorrecti The Admiral states that in this tins 
be obtained much gold by tradings huymg for a 
thong of leather, pieces as big as the two fingeriy 
and hi times as big as the hand Of the iMtal 
thus acquired, he kept half himself, and divided 
the rest among his crew. The Admiral nsidces. 
this remark, * Thus fl perceive, fiov0ra%B 
Princes, that it was a providence of ourjiMrd 
in sufierii^ the ship to be cast away hetv, it 
beii^ the best place in the whole island- for a 
settlement, and nearest to the gold mines.' j He 
adds that he had learnt of another island behiiid 
that of Juana toward the South, in which tfaeie 
was a still greater quantity of gold^ and where it 
was found in grains of the size of a bean, li 
Espanola they are met with in the mines as laqjt 
as kernels of wheat* This first mentieiied isb 
was called by the indians Fomajfe-t From •these 
places to the main land, the distance was de^ 

* Las Casas states that he has seen lumps of gold found 
in this' last island, whieh wotild weigh eight poa&ds. 

t Jamaica, 
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mgbl Jm smij #r aMr^n^^ea^tes. It was said 
UittTCJHio)pMf(Ae' a£> tb&i^o^t^wt w olothing^ 
aod^bt .Admiral:' sfejs lit!i|Kai» ioformed by manf 
fiemess^ft ao^/isiattdtftlHvards: • the East iiihabiced 

I iMoods^, 7 Jati. 7<^ iThe AdmiraPa )carar<^ 
^vk^ « leak, be this ^ay ^cderad ' her te^ bt 
calked^ and sent - ithe ^ £^i^€ira aabore for * ; w-ood^ 
Tbe^ i^omi mimj^ tabatick alid bloe trees. . r^ ^ 
•hTiaesdbjt' Jaa dtiau The wind Uowiog hard 
from the & and SN&^the did a>t aoil to day^ bol 
CMMfttimied (ifOTidti^ iwoodi wa ^eted other aim 
wssanos ler the tegraga ' U was thai Admirans 
wieh to { toast along the ^hole island of £spanola^ 
whiefa he es^t. hare dooe^ epon hia oovrse 
hooieWaffdy bvt cis he censidef^ that the /oap 
triito of the two t^aravels weve'btfetbetts^aaiiieljr 
Matiifi Aloozo PiQzen» and ViiiQeM^^YafieEy and 
Attt they had a. party attediod to tbei% fcbe 
wIm^ "ef whom: had.diapli^ed. great liaugla* 
tihesa and avarioe, diaDbeyiagfhis oemBiMdsy re^ 
glidleas of .the : -honors he had coofi^iTed .epon 
thei% all which fisilBdemeefKM «is wdl as the 
tread^iy^f Mavtiii Alottzo^ in> desertaag faia, 
he had winked at, without complainit^, in ordier 
pot to throw impediments in the way of the 
yoyage^^he thojoght it best to retura 4iome as 
quickly as possible. He adds, that he possessed 



4 



19A flRfff '▼WAM 

many faithful men amon^ his crewi, but reM^red 
to put up with the beharior of the refractory 
ones, and not at aueh an mifaTorabla season m^ 
dertake their punishment. Thie Admiral wedt 
in the boat to a riyer whith was situated a 
league to the SSW. from JIfonfs CHsH, and' 
where the sailors got the water for the testels. 
This rirer^ was found wide and of a great 'de()t!r 
at the mouth« The sand at the bottom, be says,^ 
was full of fine gold dust, and he imagined that it 
was worn thus in its passi^ down ' the rirer. 
Many large grains were found of the siae of 
lentils, and the finer sort was in great abiMdainoe; 
The tide being up, he ascended the rirer' a 
stone's throw, in order to reach the fresh irmiMr,^ 
here they filled the casks, and returning to th^ 
caravel, found bits of gold between the hoopSi. 
The Admiral named this river Rio del Oro, (Riv- 
^r of Gold) it has a narrow and shoal entraiicW, 
but immediately ^khin there is great depth. Its 
distance from Villa de la JVavidad is seventeen 
leagues,t within this' extent are many otheif 
streams and in particular three, which from their 
superior size, theAdlniral thought must contain 
more gold than the one he visited. This last is 

* St. Yago 
t The true distaace is only eight leagues.^ 
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nearfyas large m the Guadalquirir at Cordora, and 
k not . t wenty leagues from the minee.'* T he Ad- 
tnil^ concludes by saying that he thought it not 
necessary to take on board any of the golden 
sand) as their Hig^messes had it within their 
reach at the port of Nayidad, and especially be- 
cause he wished to return with all speed, and 
communicate the news of his discoyeries, and 
get rid of the disagreeable society of his refrac- 
tory crew. 

Wednesday,^ Jaa 9jlb. At midnight they |9et 
sail^ith a Southeasterly wind, and steered ta 
the £JN[£L, in the ey fining they arriyed and an- 
chored under the shelter of a cape sixty milest 
Ea^t of Monte Cristiy this he named Pvnta Roxa.X 
Here were extensiye shoals, on which account 
thpy did not lejaye the place through the night. 
Tb? Is^od from JUonie Cristi to the place where 
they anchored, was high but leyel, with beautiful 
fietids, at a distance back appeared a chain of 
fine mountains running from E. to W., coyered 
with cultiyation and presentiii^ a most enchant- 
ing yiew; streams of water were also in abun- 
d^o^pe* (^ All aloifig the coast there are great mul- 

* There were mines within four leagues, according to 
Las Casas. 

t Forty-two miles according to other accounts. 

X J?unta Isfibelica. 
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lituJet of turtIe,jof which the sailors took some 
at Monte Crisii^ as they caioe oQ shore to lay 
their eggs. They, were (ba b^ as a buckler of 
the lai'gest size. The Admiral relates^ that 
when on his visit to the Rio del Qro yesterday, 
he saw three mermaids standing h^h out of the 
water, they had faces something similar to those of 
human beings, but were not so handsoaie as it was 
Customary to represent them : he adds that he hai 
formerly seen them in Guinea, upon the Pepper 
coast.*J This night, he says, he intends to set 
sail in the name of our Lord, without suffering 

* These mermaids (serenas) were oerfaaps, as the SpaiH 
ish editor suggests, ManaUesy whichjOviedo in 1ms Natural 
History of the Indies\thus describes. (^ The JlfSoMfi is a 
large sea-animd, exceeding the shark in suBe, and af an 
ugly appearance, resembling one of those wine bacs, usad } 
for containing must in Medina del Campo and Arevalo. 
' Its head and eyes are like those of a calf, and it has a 
pair of large stumps in the place of arms, which U usee 
for swimming. The creature is very tame, and is accua^ 
tomed to approach near the shore, where if it bspies - any, 
herba growing near the water, it &edB upon them,^ Thsf 
are shot with cross-bows, &c. Ciq). So. — see also Herrera. . 
I. d. 5. Gomara C. 31. and/Charlevoix, Hist, de St. Do- 
tningue, Liv. I./Who describes this animal as fumiabed with 
papa, with which it suckles its young,J They give soma 
relations about its having been tamed. The last author 
remarks, ' Le premier qui s'est imagine que ce poiasoa 
pouvoit bien ^tre la Sirene des Anciens fut Christophe 
Colomb, lequel donnoit volontiers dans tout le merveilleux 
qat pouvoit rendre ses decouvertes plus celebres.' It must 
be confessed that if Columbus took a Manati for a Mermaid, 
lie could not have failed to notice its deficiency in pne 
distinguishing quality ascribed to this fabulous being, for as 
Gomara observes ^ tan feo tB^ qtu mem ur w> pwde.^ 
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himself to be detained here longer bj any thing; 
having accomplished the main ^object of his en* 
terprise ; and as he is anxious to free himself 
from the troubles which Martin Alonzo causes 
him, and inform the King and Queen of his voy- 
age and performances, ^ after which' says he ^ 1 
shall no mo]% suffer the practices of worthless 
and malignant persons who behave with such 
disobedience and want of respect to one who has 
shown them so distinguished favors.' 

Thursday, Jan. 10th. They set sail from their 
anchorage, and at sunset came to a river,* 
which the Admiral named Rio de Gracia^ its 
distance was three leagues to the SE. They 
anchored at its mouth, finding a convenient spot 
on the Eastern side. There is a bank at the 
entrance, having but two fathoms water, and the 
channel very narrow. Within is a harbour well 
inclosed, but abounding in worms, from which the 
caravel Pinta had suffered severely, she havii^ 
been, while absent from the Admiral, sixteen 
days here, tradiiig for gold, the thing Martin Al- 
onzo was in quest of. It was ascertained that 
this man having learnt from the indians that the 
Admiral was upon the coast, and he could not 
miss him, he resolved to return to his company, 
having endeavored to procure all his crew to swear 
that they had been there but six days; but his 

* Rio Chuzona Cbico. 

24 
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yillaiaj, says the Admiral, was soapparent^ that 
it could not be concealed. Ha had made regu- 
lations that the half of all the gold disooirere^ 
or obtained bj barter, should be his property $ 
and at leaving this place took six of ''the indiansi 
four men and two girls^ on bo^rd his vessel by 
force ; these the Admiral ordered iso be dothedy 
and sent to their homes, < which^ he says * js for 
the service of your Highnesses, for they are all 
your Highnesses subjects^ especially those ;of tlm 
island, where the people should receive all favor 
and respect from us, as the place contains jsp 
many fine countries with gold and spoqery, an|i 
the settlement which has been made. ? 

Friday, Jan. 1 1th. At midnight they^s^ikdlrom 
'Riode Gracia with a land-breeze, prpoedding 
ibnf leagues to the E. toward a cape which t|ie 
Admiral named Belprado. SE. from thisf at 
a distance, according to his account, bf eight 
leagues, is a mountain which he called MotUfi. de 
PlataJ^ E. by Sbi, eighteen leagues distant, is; a 
cape w hich he na itied Cabo delJhgeL fiet ween 
this and Monte de Plata is a guU^t bordered by 
a most charming country, consisting of, lofty and 
' beautiful fields extending far into the landf At 
a distance back is a chain of mountains running 
from E. to W., very tall and presenting a beau- 

^ SUner Mountain, It is very lofly^ and always covered 
with a white «loud, which gives it a silvery appearance. 

tPortof St. Jago. 
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tifbl fiew. At the foot of the mountaici i^ove- 
meirtiooed is as excellent harbour*' having ' fbur- 
ften fathoms depth at the moatb. The mouih 
tam is l^fty «nd bandsonet covered with settle* 
mettisy and, in the AdtniraFs opinioa eontaifis fine 
streams of #ater and inuch gold Four leagues 
E. by Si of €ab0 del Angel is a pomt which be 
tvWeA Punta del Hiifno.'\ Four leagues farther 
en IS' another, named bj him, .Ptmto Be6a.% 
Another called Cabo Redond^^ %ul ^ ieageea be- 
yond that. East f roas this last, 4s another, which 
he named Caibo Frances^ beyond which js a bayj| 
but which did not appear a good ^nchoriia^ 
place. A league from the bay is a cape ealied 
€kA6 del Bmn iiempo^ and another league ^& by 
«£. from this,' a cape which he named TaJ4i4fK 
To the^ Sooth another was seen, apparently 
fifteen leagues distant. They made a great pro- 
gress 'this day, as both the wind and the currents 
Were fttvoraUe. Not darii^ to anchor for lear 
of the shoals^ they lay to all wghlU 

Saturday, Jan. 12th.' At day-break they 
stood to the East with a fresh breeae, and sailed 
by sunrise twenty miles, the following two hours 
twenty-four miles, when they discovered land 

* Port Plate. t^^nta Macuris. 

:|; Punta Sesua. § Cabo de la Rocar 

^ Bahta Escocsftft. 
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the South* forty-eight miles distant They 
found they had gone in the night, twenty-eight 
miles to the NN£. Standing for the land they 
discovered a cape nvhich was named Cabo de 
Padre y Hijo^ as it has toward the East two clifi& 
of unequal size. Two leagues to the East, an open- 
ing was descried between two large mountains, 
which proved to be a fine large harbour with a 
good entrance. Being so early, they did not 
enter, not wishing to lose time, as the wind then 
blew from the NNW., although for the most 
part they had found it to blow from the EI. 
Continuing their course EL they came to a cape 
which the Admiral called Caho del Enamarad4]f^ 
(the lover's cape) it was of craggy rock and very 
high, at a distance of thirty-two miles EL of f be, 
harbour abovementioned, named by him Puerto 
Sacro. From this place they discovered anoth- 
er promontory§ loftier and handsomer than the 
last, of a round shape, and all of rock, like Cape 
St. Vincent in Portugal ; it was twelve miles EL 
of Cabo Enamorado. Arrived off this last, they 
discovered between these two headlands a very 
lai^e bayll of three leagues in breadth, with a 

* The peninsula of Saman4. 
t Cape of the Father and Son. 
X Cabo Cabron. ^Cabo Samana. 

II Baye de Saman4. 
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little isle in the middle. They found the water 
deep in the mouth near the shore, where they 
anchored in twelve fathoms, and sent the boat 
for water, and to converse with the inhabitants, 
but they all fled. The Admiral stopped here 
wishing to ascertain if this land was part of Es- 
panola. He was astonished at the great size of 
the island. 

. Sunday, Jan. 13th. They did not sail, as no 
land breeze blew. The Admiral wished to go 
in search of a better harbour, as this was some- 
what unsheltered, and he was desirous of wit- 
nessing the conjunction of the sun, moon, and 
Mercury in opposition to Jupiter, which occa- 
sions high winds. The boat was sent on shore 
to procure ajes for provision; they landed upon 
a beach in the neighborhood, and found several 
Indians with bows and arrows : they entered into 
conversation with them, purchased their arms, 
and persuaded one of their number to accom- 
pany^ them on board the caravel, to visit the Ad- 
miral. This man was of a more unpleasin^ ap- 
pearance than any that had yet been seen ; his 
face was smutted all over with charcoal, though 
in all parts they are accustomed to paint them- 
selves with a variety of colours. His hair was 
long, gathered and tied behind, and adorned with 
parrot's feathers. He was totally naked. The 
Admiral took him for one of the Caribes who 
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were man-eaters, and beliered that the gdf seen 
yesterday wad a separation between Espanola 
and another island. He asked him for the Cfp- 
iibeSj and he answered by signs that their land 
^as to the East in the neighborhood ; the Ad« 
miral says he saw it the day previous, before 
entering the bay. The Indians informed him 
that much gold existed there, and in masses as 
big as the stern of the caravel. He called the 
inetal tuob^ not understanding it by cdom^ as it 
was called in the other part of the island, nor by 
Hozayj which was the name of it in San SUmdor^ 
and the other islands. Copper, or base gold, Wlas 
called in Espanola iuob. The indian al^ spake 
of the island of Matinino^ which actordtn^'tb 
his account. Was ' peopled by women, withbiit'k 
single man, and contained much tuoh ; he describ- 
ed it as situated East of Carib. Anoth'er lAttA 
containing gold he called Goanin.^ The AdAif^al 
says he had beeii informed of these islands sotbe 
time before, and by several persons. In kll the 
islands they had visited, he declares that the in- 
habitants entertained great fear of Cartbj whi6h 
in some parts they called Caniba^ but in Espa- 
nola Carib. He thinks them to be a warfifce 

§ 

• Goaniny according to Las Caaas, was the name f hrea 
by the Indians to a sort of inferior gold, which emitted an 
odor, and was highly prized by them. Carib was the In- 
dian name for the island of Porto Rico. 
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BatioD, as they make incursions upon the other 
islands and devour the prisoners whom thej take. 
He understood some of th^ words which this In- 
dian used, and by their help obtaiped the aboy^ 
intelligence; the indians op board understood 
more, although there was a difference in their 
dialects, occasioned by their countries being so 
remote from one another. The indian abovi^ 
mentioned, after having been feasted, was sent 
away with a present of beads, and pieces of red 
And green cloth, the Admiral requesting him to 
bring back, gold, if he possessed any, which was 
suspected from some things he carried with hinu 
When the boat arrived at the land, they discov- 
ered ai9ong the woods, fiftyrfiv^ indians, armed 
with 'bows; they wer^ all naked, with coars^ 
haiff a^ long as^ the women wear it iru Castile ; 
;tbe back parit of their heads was adorned with 
bimcb^s of th9 feathers of parrots and other 
birds. The indian in the boat, landing, joined 
the others, and prevailed with them to lay down 
their arms, which consisted of bows and arrows 
with heavy -wooden .swords. They then came 
to the boat, and the crew landed and went to 
.purchasing their arms, having been so ordered 
by the Admiral. The indians having sold two 
'bows, refused to part with any more, but pre- 
pared to attack the Spaniards, and running back 
for their arms, returned bringing cords, for the 
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purpose, as It seemed, of binding their prisonert. 
The Spaniards finding themselves about to be 
attacked, prepared for it, having many times 
before been instructed by the Admiral to be 
upon their guard, and as the indians were run- 
ning to the assault, fell upon them, wounding 
several in the breast with their cross-bows, and 
one upon the posteriors with a sWord, The In- 
dians finding thej were likelj to have the ^orst 
of the affray, although their enemies were but 
seven, and they above fifty, took to flight every 
one, leaving their weapons scattered befe and 
there. The Spaniards would have killed many^ 
but the pilot who commanded them,' would not 
permit it. They then returned on bdard the 
caravel, and informed the Admiral of the aSvenh 
ture, who states that he regretted it on some ac- 
counts, but was otherwise glad, because these 
indians, whom he was now confident were Ca^ 
ribes^ and a savage, man-eating race, would enter- 
tain a dread of the Spaniards, and if the men 
whom he had left at Navidad, should make a 
voyage hither in their boat, the natives would be 
cautious of offending them. Many smokes were 
seen up in the country, as had been observed all 
over the island. 

Monday, Jan. 14th. The Admiral wishing to 
make prisoners of some of the indians, intended 
to dispatch the boat to land in the night, to visit 
their houses for this purpose, but the wind blow- 
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iog «troi^ from the JQ. and NB«9 occasioned a 
rough sea which prevepted it When the daj 
canity a great many of the natires were seen on 
lliore, cind the Admiral sent the boat well armed 
to land The indiai^ M came crowding around 
her, and among them t|ie one who had visited 
the caravel and receiyed the presents the day 
before. With these also came a king of the 
country, who h9.d dispatched this indian with some 
beads to gire the boat's crew in token of securi- 
ty and peace. The king with three of his men, 
entered the boat and went on board the cs^ravel. 
The Admiral treated them with biscuit and 
boneyi apd gave the king, a red cap, some beads, 
and red cloth ; to the others he presented pieces 
of cloth, and dismissed them all highly pleased 
to ' land, the kin^ informing him that he would 
briog him the next day a golden mask, and that 
tfaece was much of the metal at this place, as 
well as in Carii and Matinino. The Admiral 
here states that the caravels were very leaky 
about the keels, and complains much of the 
calkers at Palos, who did the,ir work very badly, 
BOfi when this bad been discovered by him, and 
he endeavored to make them mend it, had ab« 
sconded. But he says that in spite of the bad 
state of his^ vessels he coofides in our Lord, that as 
he has brought him to these parts, so he will in 
bis great mercy retuiti him; for bis Heavenly 
25 
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Mijestjpkneive.wkatiBtrugglesiit had "cost him^ 
set on f^otilhis /enterprise, andithat4.he alone bad 
fay oredi him before thcj Kiii^ ^ . and .Queen^ t , alt 
othsfB iti the moat unreasonable manner oppostng^ 
hmi. : Heiadds^ ^ these last have. beed. the cause 
tfaat f be! royal crown of your H^hne^ftaa ^oes nojt 
ppBsess'at this day an hundred .millioos/o£,re¥0n 
nue moneii.than when 1 entered « your ser^iceiy 
fr6m which* time it will be seven years the tiiizen-. 
tieth day of this month of Jaraiary, witt^osit meo^ 
tioning itfae increase to arrive hereafter. . /Bat Al- 
niighty God will remedy all* . . . . . » > 

i. Tuesday, Jan.. 15th. The Admiral wished to* 
sail, as his stay could no longer be of any profit^ 
on account of the rupture with the. indians. He 
^y9, he has discovered that most of the goM is in 
the neighborhood of Villa de la JVam<2ad[,..and 
that in the island ofCarib^ there is much ^copper, 
as also in Matinino. To explore the first, he 
thinks will be difficult,, on account of the ferocity 
of the inhabitants, and the last is stated to be 
peopled solely by. women. The island of Carih 
wee seen from this place, and he determined, as 
they both lay in his routCv to visit them and. .cap- 
ture soma of the natives. He sent, the boat to 
land, where they found that the king- had not ar-. 
rived, his town being tilia distance; he, however,- 
sent his crown, which was of gold, as he had 
promised the day before, and many of his .men- 
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'Game ^bringii^vcdt ton, I bread: ^nd o^ifiU larajjod 
iiirithf bows: and . ; atro^visr : Tbf(r ivkShxi,i\>f^\^i^4^ 
>ihem being fiqished^ tbere came.fpurjy (}Niig ij[Kiidds 
;ori board^lhe carayoly iivihero itbey ^iVe QdigfH>dan 
.aceount to«lhe Admtraji^of tbdJ^UlHit^^b^ ^^'i 
whicblay^in bis courseihQi»^ward|c4l)^*b($;djeii^r- 
mined 'to take tbem along with,»biQ^:(iiH.^ife jU^d^- 
4ate9 tbiat he h^d disqpyered.no iron:i|Qr.'$iBjlptb" 
er metal ibut^those already mentiQiie4yiiA'>ti)e%e 
.quarters^ although he. acknowledge^ itria^pct^g^bjie 
to leiarn much^of the country whilci! ithf(^ "^^m 
ignorant of the language, and w^^re ^eFe^^^d9lJr^ 
in makii^ ibe . people iinderstJanda. single thing. 
The bows beret, he describes a& e^^al \ti%\ih to 
those of France and England, aod the arrojtIOB j^^jt 
like the javelins used by the inhabituntsfofn tibe 
other isleSf which are made of stalks, of the q^c^f 
while in seed; they are yeiy str.aight, aboM|.;;a 
|rard>a^ a half ,in Ij^ngth, apd doubled,, witl|)» 
shai^ ^ piece > of; • wood a i^pan and a^ half li9^i At 
the eod; at ^he point of this ^eme a4>\ a^ fi^b^ 
toothy but the mt^st of tbeoij grass. Th^serer* 
vows* are shot ia a inanner which prevents th^Jr 
doing much harm. A great deal of cotton vfas 
UmA at this place very fine and- long. Masfick 
teees'wena. in abundance, and the bows of the iih 
dilms appeared to be made of yew. The land 
was found to produce much o/i, which is the pep- 
per of the inhabitants, and more valuable than 
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the coibtudfrsort ; thej deem it very wbbleiinn 
end eat nothio^ without it Fifty oare^eb might 
be lodded every year with this eemavddity felt 
£spaDola« The Adi&iral 6tMe» that be'lraod m 
this bay a great deal ^ that Mft of w«ed whiek 
they met at sea opod their paiidage $ Oft if hkk uxh 
eount he Imagined there were islatidtf ettteding 
to the east an far ag the filaoe ^ete tbey Mb 
|>erceived it, as he held it for eettfiib that this 
weed grew io shoal water totear the bpid; .He 
adds if the above be eofreet^ these JUdiea 
must be very near the Caiiary Isle^ kf hit <0|m»- 
ion less than four hu&dped leagues diatant^. 

Wediiesday Jan. I6th. Three home liefoiA 
day they set sal from this gulf, wbiefa tha hdmh- 
fA named G^ 4e he Fkchas^^ (the jStilf bf Ar^ 
I'ow^.) They bad at first a land breeim^ whieh 
afterwards shifted to the west, when they ateer^ 
ed eai^t by iiortb^ for the island of Oaribfi which 
eeotained the pieople of whom ^U the other m^ 
dians stood in tetrcH*, as they were acbustomed to 
sicour all those seas with innumerable fleets of 
canoes, and devour their prisoriers. One of the 
Indians whom tbey had taken %t the place lasl 
Quitted, directed them upoii tbe reut^. Afte^ 
sailii^, as tbey jildged sixty-four milei^ the ioh 
dians Signified to them that the island was to (he 

*B9Lyt de SamaiMt. 



iE.^ ttrbM tbej fthered thetf conrbe and pr6- 
oe^ed fb Adt direction, and hairh^eailed a cdu{>Ie 
6f lMg[Ms> the wind frekh^ned and blew rerj^ 
fkvofrtibiyfor iYtmt return te Speth/ The ereif^ 
hb^nn t6 diSfipond «t iebring their eoenie hoibe* 
W^irdf okrMeodtit of the Mkkj state of the ves- 
sels, there being no remedj for it but the help of 
€f6d, tsa& ffhdr Addrirdt^fotntid himsklf don»tr$iined 
tb tfatti^e hk Cifurse taew, aild steer directlj for 
Spain* He ae^ordingiy shaped his route NC bj 
fit/ HhA dtfil^d hf sunset forty-clight miles br 
tWdtVe kaguefir. * The indians iiiiormod him that 
iti thid direetioit he wbcild nieet with the island 
at < MatiUdMi wfaicfa was inhabited by women ; 
the Adttltral was rery desirotii to tisit the plaee 
tod carfy fiVe ^r six ttf the inhabitants to Spain, 
hnt doubti!d whether the indians knew the 
tmmb thither. = Besides he was unwilling to be 
dktiiitied iitly lohger with hk leaky vessels, fife 
^y^j lio^ever, that the fadt respeoting this island 
is tettftjto, and that the InhabitDarrits are Tidted at 
(^fftmi^r'titaes*^ th^ year^by men from the iste 
of 'CaW&^ wMch fe'ctbont tenor a dozen leagues dis- 
taMi anil the toak) chHdreiif which are born, they 
sediA ^0 tbkl piace^ but keep the females them- 
settes. Tfie Admiral believed these islands to 
bto at the SB.; and not more than fifteen or twen- 
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ty leagues from the placer whence ithey^ had dftil- 
ed, but he thought the Indians wen ;iiriable to 
point out the way. Losing si^ht^of a ca|ie in 
Espanolioi^ which he named Son 7%0rai7k>/ and 
which bore west, sixteen teaguee distant, th^y sail- 
ed twelve leagues E. by N. The weather was 
very fine. * ' ' . • ' 

Thursday, Jan. 17th. At sunset yesterday^ the 
wind abated a h'ttle, and they sailed for fourteen 
glasses, each of half an hour or a trifle less, till 
the first watch, going four miles an hour, which 
made twenty-eight miles. The wind thjsn fresh- 
ened and they sailed under it the. whole watch, 
which was ten glasses, and afterwards^ ^ix' more 
till sunrise, at eight miles an hour, fnakiil^ in all 
eighty-four miles or twenty-one leagues NEL' by 
E. By sunset they sailed fdrty-fbur miles or 
eleven leagues further, in an easterly direction. 
Here a pelican come on board the caravel, and 
afterwards another. They saw much sea-weed.t 

Friday, Jan. 18th. Kept on their course at 
night E. by S., and sailed forty milos or. ten 
leagues. Afterwards steered SE.'by E. till sun- 
rise thirty miles, which are seven leaguias and a 
half. After sunrise sailed all day with light 



* Cape Samana. 

|There is a shoal in this neigborhood, which they passed 
four leagues to the south. 
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wifids, from 'N£. and R, steering N. and 
NE., going in the whole sixty miles or fifteen 
leagues. But little sea-weed was seen, and the 
Admiral saj^s that yesterday and to-day the ocean 
was covered with tunnies, which as he thinks 
were accustomed to direct their course from 
these parts, to the fisheries where the Spaniards 
take them. A bird called a rabihorcado^ vfhich 
flew about the caravel, and then went off to the 
S£,. caused the Admiral to think there were 
islands in that quarter.^ 

Saturday, Jan. l^h. In the night they sailed 
fifty-six miles N. by E., and sixty-four NE. by N. 
After sunrise the wind blew fresh from ESE.,^ 
and they stood NE. and afterward NE. by N., 
going eighty-four miles, or. twenty-one leagues. 
The sea was covered with tunnies of a small size, 
and they saw pelicans, tropic birds, and rabihor- 
cadoes. 

Sunday, Jan. 20th. The wind died away at 
night, and afterwards blew in squalls ; they sail- 
ed twenty-miles to the NE. . After sunrise elev- 
en miles to the SE., and then thirty-six miles or 
nine leagues to the NNE. A vast number of small 
tunnies were seen ; the air was fresh and soft as 
at Seville in April or May, and the sea 'many 
thanks to God' says the Admiral, always smooth. 

^ Th« Antilles or windward islands lay in this directioo). 
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Rabihonadoe$9 pardelas, and many other birds 
appeared. 

Mooday, Jan. 2 hi. Yesteixlaj, after auiiset 
they Bailed N. by £•, with the wind £L and Nt^^ 
going eight miles an hour till inidoight^ which 
make fifty-six miles. Afterwards they 9teere<ji 
KN£., and sailed at * the same rat^ through 
out the night, making a hundred and four mii^s^ 
or twenty^ix leagues. After sunrise k^pt on the 
same course^ with the wind at E., sometimes va- 
rying their course to the N£., sailing in eleven 
hours, eighty-eight miles or twenty^one lei^es^ 
subtracting one which was lost in waiting to 
speak with the Pinta. The air was found cool^ 
and this was expected to increase every day a9 
they advanced toward the north, and h^d longer 
nights. A great many tropic birds, pardelas and 
other fowl were seen, but not so gi'eat a multi- 
tude of fish as before, which was thought to be 
owing to the greater coolness of the water. 
Weeds also in abundance. 

Tuesday, Jan. 22d. After sunset last evening 
they stood to the NNE., with the wind from E« 
to *S£., and sailed eight miles an hour for five 
glasses, adding three which were sailed before 
the watch, in all eight, which make &eventy-two 
miles or eighteen leagues. Afterwards sailed NE. 
and N. six glasses, eighteen miles further* Then 
i'oui' glasses of the second watch to the NE., she 
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miles an hour, which make three leagues. Then 
till sunrise ENE., eleven glasses, ^ix miles an hour, 
making eight leagues and a quarter. Then 
ENE. till eleven o^clock in the forenoon, thirty- 
two miles, when it fell calm and they made no 
further progress. The indians went into the 
sea to swim. Tropic birds and much weed were 
seen. 

Wednesday, Jan. 23d. Last night there were 
many changes^f the wind ; making all the cus- 
tomary calculations and allowances, they suppo* 
scd their course had been eighty-four miles or 
twenty-one leagues NE. by N. The Admiral 
hove to many times for the Pinta, she sailing 
badly upon the wind, having little aid from her 
Doizzen, as the mast was unsound. The Admiral 
remarks that if the captain, Martin Alonzo Pinzon 
had taken as much care to provide himself with 
a new mast in the indies, where there are so 
many fine trees, as he bad exerted in running 
away from him in the hope of loading his vessel 
with gold, they would not bate laboured under 
that inconvenience. They saw many tropic 
birds and much weed ; the sky was totally over-* 
cast, but no rain : the sea all the time smooth as 
a river, * many thanks be to God' says the Admi* 
ral. After sunrise they bore away to the NE., 
and sailed thirty miles, or seven leagues and a 
half; then ENE. as much ftirthor. 

26 
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Thursday, Jan. 24th* All last night the 
kept shiftily toward the NE., and thej sailed 
forty-four miles, or eleTen leagues ; after sunrise 
ENE. foui'teen leagues. 

Friday, Jan. 25th. At night, sailed ENE., 
three glasses, nine leagues and a half, then NNE. 
six miles further. After sunrise, the wind djii^ 
away, they made no more than twenty-e^ht 
miles, or seTen leagues toward the £N&, till 
night. The sailors took a tunny and a Tery 
large shark, which was a seasonaUe supply of 
food, for they had nothing to eat but bread and 
ajes from India. 

Saturday, Jan 26th. At night continued their 
course East by South, fifty-six miles, or fourteen 
leagues. After sunrise stood Southeasterly, and 
sailed by eleven o'clock forty miles. Then hove 
about and stood upon the wind twenty-four miles 
or six leagues to the North. 

Sunday, Jan. 27th. After sunset steered 
NE. and N., sailing five miles an hour for thirteen 
hours, which make sixty-five miles, or. sixteen 
leagues and a half. At sunrise sailed NE., 
twenty-four miles, or six leagues, till noon, and 
from that time till sunset, three leagues to the 
ENE. 

Monday, Jan. 28th. All night steered ENE, 
thirty-six miles or nine leagues, and from sunrise 
till night, twenty miles further in the same direc- 



) 
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tion. The air was soft and mild. Saw tropic- ♦ 
birds, pardelasy and much weed. 

Tuesday, Jan. 29. Steered ENEL in the night, 
with a Southerly wind, sailing thirty-nine miles or 
nine leagues and a half. By day eight leagues 
further. The air mild, as in Castile in April, and 
the sea smooth. Many dories leaped on board* 

Wednesday, Jan. 30th. At night sailed seven 
leagues fINE. In the day, thirteen leagues and 
a half South by East. Saw tropic-birds, and 
abundance of tunnies and weed. . . 

Thursday, Jan. 31st. Sailed in the night' 
thirty miles North by East, then NE., thirty-fire 
miles, in all sixteen leagues. . From sunrise till 
night, steered ENE., thirteen leagues and a half. 
Tropic birds and parddas were seen. 

Friday, Feb. 1st. Jn the night sailed ENE., 
sixteen leagues and a half; in the day, twenty- 
nine leagues and a quarter, in the same direciioa 
The sea very smooth, * thanks to God,' says the 
Admiral. . 

Saturday, Feb. 2d. Durii^ the night sailed 
ENE. forty miles or teh les^es. la the day, 
with the same wind astern, sailed seven miles an 
hour, gcHUg in eleven hours, seventy-seven miles, 
which are nineteen leagues and a quarter. The 
sea very smooth, thanks to God, and the air soft. 
The sea was so covered with weeds that those 
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unacquainted with them would have taken them 
for shoals. Pardelas were seen. 

Sunday^ Feb. 3d. The wind astern at night, 
and the sea smooth, thanks to God, they sailed 
twenty-nine leagues. The polar star appeai*ed 
as high as at Cape St. Vkicent, but the motion of 
the vessel would not allow them to take its alti* 
tude with the astrolabe or quadrant. In the day 
continued their course ENE., sailing ten miles an 
hour, going in eleven hours twenty-seven leagues. 

Monday, Feb. 4th. At night, steered East by 
North, going ten and eleven miles an hour ; sailed 
a hundred and thirty miles, which are thirty-two 
leagues and a half. The sky was very cloudy, 
with rain, and the air began to grow cold, for 
which reason the Admiral says he knfew he, had 
not yet reached the Azores. After sunrise, altered 
their course to the East. All day sailed seventy- 
seven miles, which are nineteen leagues and a 
quarter. 

Tuesday, Feb. 5th. All night sailed East, 
fifty-four miles, or thirteen leagues and a half ; in 
the day ten miles an hour, for eleven hours, mak« 
ing a hundred and ten miles, or twentynseven 
leagues and a half. Saw pardelas and some small 
sticks, a sign that they were near land. 

Wednesday, Feb. 6 th. In the n^ht steered 
East, eleven miles an hour, going a hundred and 
forty-three miles, or thirtj^-five leagues and a 



^ 
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quarter, in thirteen hours. Saw mony pardelas 
and other birds. In the day sailed fourteen miles 
an' hour, makit^, day and night about seventy^four 
leagues. Vincent Yanez said that this mornii^ 
the island of Flores bore North, and tbart of Ma- 
deira, East. Roldan statied that the island of 
Fayal or that of St. Gregory bore NE., and 
Porto Santo, East. Many weeds were seen. 

Thursday, Feb. 7th; All night sailed East, 
ten miles an hour^ making in thirteen hours, a 
hundred and thirty usiles, or thirty-two leagues 
and' a half. In the day, eight miles an hour^ 
eighty-eight miles or twenty-two leagues.. This 
momif^ the Admiral wad by his reckoning, sey- 
enty-fiye leagues- south of the island of Flores. 
The reckoning of Pedro Alonzo, the pilot, carri- 
ed him as far North as a point between Tercera 
and Santa Maria, and to the East, twelve leagues 
beyond the meridian of Madeira. The sailors 
saw a great deal of weed, different from that ob- 
senred before, and of that sort which abounds in 
the Azores. Afterwards met with it of the for- 
mer kind. 

Friday, Feb. 8th. At night sailed three miles 
an hour, to the E. for some time, then SE.; going 
twelve leagues during the night. From sunrise 
till noon, sailed twenty-seven miles, and from that 
time to sunset, as much farther; in all, thirteen 
leagues SSE. 
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Saturday, Feb, 9th. Part of the night sailed 
SSE. three leagues, then S. bgr £L, aftenrards 
NE. five leagues till ten o'clock,' thence till n%ht, 
nine lei^ues to the East. 

Sundajy Feb. 10th* After sunset sidled El all 
n^ht, going a hundred and thirty miles, or 
tlurty-two leagues and a half; from sunrise till 
night sailed nine miles an hour, making oinety- 
Dine miles, or twenty four leagues and three 
quarters. On board, the Admiral's carayel^ reck* 
ODings were kept' by Viticent Yanez, the two 
pilots, Sancho Ruiz' and Pedro Alonzo Nino^ and 
Roldan. All these, by their own ^x^ounto were 
far beyond the Azores to the £., and no one so 
far north as Santa Maria, which is the most jsoutb- 
erly of the group, so that their reckcni^gi 
brought them in the neighborhood of Madeira or 
Porto Santo. The Admiral was much behind 
them, finding himself that night S. of the .island 
of Flores, and in the latitude of Nafe in Africa. 
Thus their accounts made them nearer to Spain 
than his by an hundred and fifty leagues. He 
remarks that by the grace of God they shall find 
upon making land, who is the most correct. 
He further observes that upon their passage 
out they sailed . two-hundred and sixty-thk^e 
leagues before they met with the weeds. 

Monday, Feb. 11th. Kept on their course in 
the night, twelve miles an hour, and sailed 
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thirty-nine leagues; in' > the day, sixteen and a 
half. Saw many birds, on which account they 
thought themselves near land. 

Tuesday, Feb. 12th. Sailed £. six miles an 
hour through the n^ht, going serenty-three 
miles, or eighteen leagues and a quarter. Here 
the wind began to blow furiously with a heavy 
sea, and if the caravel had not been a good ves- 
sel, and well prepared, they would have been in 
dai^er of perishii^. During the day they sailed 
eleven or twelve leagues with much labour and 
hazard. 

Wednesday, Feb. 13th. From sunset till day^ 
they laboured exceedingly with a high wind and 
furious sea ; it lightened three times in the NE., 
which in the AdmiraPs opinion was a sign of a 
violent tempest from that, or the opposite quar- 
ter. They scudded under bare poles most * of 
the night, and afterwards set a little sail and 
went fifty-two miles or thirteen leagues. In the 
day the wind remitted somewhat, and then 
sprung up with more violence; the sea was 
terriUe, running cross and causing the vessel to 
labour excessively. They made a progress of 
fifty-five miles, or thirteen leagues and a half. 

Thursday, Feb 14th. In the night the wind 
increased, and the sea was most tremendous, the 
waves crossir^ and dashing against one another, 
se that the vessel was overwhelmed, aiKl not able 
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to get out from between them* The foresail 
was set very low, in order to carry her somewhat 
out of her dangerous situation ; they stood under 
it iot three hours, going twenty miles, when the 
wind and sea increasing, they began to drive be- 
fore it, not having any other remedy. At the 
same time, the Pinta, in which was Martin 
Alonzo, began to scud likewise, and they soon 
lost sight of her,althou&^h the two caravels made 
s^nals to one another by lights, until from the 
fury of the storm they were no longer percepti- 
ble. The Admiral drove all night to the NE. by 
£., going fifty-four miles or thirteen leagues. 
At sunrise the wind still increased, and the cross 
sea grew more and more terrible ; they set the 
foresail again, low, to carry them out from be- 
tween the waves, among which they expected to 
be crushed. They kept to the ENE., and after- 
wards to the NE. going in six hours thus, seven 
leagues and a half. The Admiral ordered that 
lots should be cast for one of them to go on a 
pilgrimage to St. Mary of Guadalupe and carry 
a wax taper of five pounds weight ; he caused 
them all to take an oath that the one on whom 
the lot fell, should perform the pilgrimage. For 
this purpose as many peas were selected as 
there were persons on board, one of them 
was marked with a cross, and the whole shaken 
together in a cap. The first who put bis hand 



in, wajEi the Admiral, and he drew the crossed 
pee^. So the lot fell upon him, and he looked 
upon himself as bou^d to accomplish the pil- 
grimage. Another lot was taken for a pilgrim- 
age to St. Marj of Lorettojn the marc of Anco- 
na, territory of the pope, which is the house 
/where Our Lady has performed so many mira«> 
eles, this fell upon a sailor^ of Puerto de Santa 
Maria, called Pedro de Villa; the Admiral 
promised to furnish him with money for his ex- 
penses. / A third lot was determined upon, for 
the selection of a person who should watch a 
whole night in St. Clara de Moguer, and have a 
mass said there ; it fell again upon the AdmiraL 
After this, he and all the crew made a vow to 
go in procession, clothed in penitential garments, 
to the first church dedicated to Our Lady 
which they should meet with on arriving at land, 
and there pay their devotions. 

Besides these general vows, every individual 
made hjs private one, all expecting to be lost, so fu- 
rious was the rage of the hurricane, ffheir danger 
was increased by the want of ballast in the vessel, 
as their provisions were mostly consumed, and their 
wine and water gone, which deficiencies the Ad« 
miral had neglected to supply among the islands,, 
because he wished to husband his time in making 
discoveries, and expected to take in ballast at the 
isle of the women, which he intended to visit, 

27 
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All the remedy thej could devise iQ. the present 
extremity was to fill with sea-water such empty 
casks as they could get at, and in this manner 
they obtained some relief. 

Here the Admiral states the circumstances 
which caused him to fear that our Lord would 
suffer them, to perish, and others which gave 
him hope that he would bring them safe to 
land, and not allow the important information 
they were carrying to the King and Queen to 
be lost. He seems to have felt the most anxious 
desire to have his great discovery known, sa that 
the world mig^ht be convinced the assertions made 
by him had been correct, and that he had accom- 
plished what he professed himself able to do ; 
the thought of this not being done, gave him the 
greatest inquietude, and he was perpetually in ap- 
prehensions as the smallest trifle might defeat 
his whole undertaking.^ He ascribes this to his 
want of faith and confidence in the Divine Provi* 
dence, but comforts himself in reflecting upon the 
many mercies God had shown him in having ena- 
bled him to conquer all his adversities and hindran- 
ces in Castile, and accomplish his great discovery. 
And as he had made the service of God. the aim 
and business of his undertaking, and he had hith- 
erto favoured him in granting all his desire, he 
indulges a hope that he will continue that favour, 

* C«da mosquito le podia perturbar 7 impediar. 



OF coi^iJMiiim. 219 

and secure him a safe arnTal. Especially he re- 
flected that he had delivered him when he had 
much greater reason for fear, upon the outward 
vojage, at which time the crew rose up against 
him, and with an unanimous and threatening voice, 
resolved^ to return back, but the eternal God 
gave him spirit and valour against them all. 
With these thoughts and the consideration of 
other wonderful favors he had experienced, he 
says he oi^ht not to be in fear of the tempest ; 
but he adds that his apprehensions and the £u»- 
guish of his mind would not allow him to rest ; 
besides, he continues, his anxiety was increased 
in reflecting upon the state of his two sons whom 
he had left at their studies in Cordova, these 
would be left orphans in a foreign land, and 
the King and Queen being ignorant of the ser- 
vices he had rendered them by the voyage, 
would not feel any inclination to provide for 
them. On this account, and that their High- 
nesses might be informed that our Lord bad 
granted success to the enterprise in the discov- 
ery of the Indies, and might know that storms 
did not prevail in those quarters,"^ (which was 
apparent from the plants and trees growing 

* It was a very fortunate circumstance for Columbus 
that he arrived in the West Indies so late in the year. 
The burricaoe aeason was just past, and had he reached 
there a month sooner, it is probable one of those dreadful 
tempests wquld have destroyed his whole fleet. 
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down to the very brink of the ^ea,) he deyked 
a method of acquainting them with the circdin* 
Btances of the royage in case they should perish 
in the storm ; thk he performed by wilting upon 
^ parchment an account of it, as fuil » possible^ 
and earnestly entreatii^ the finder to Isarry it to 
the Kii^ and Queen of Spain. The parchment 
was rolled up in a waxed cloth, and well tied ; a 
large wooden cask being then produced, he plao* 
ed it within, and threw it into the feea, none of the 
crew knowii^ what it was, but all taking It for 
some act of devotion. Vident ehoWers of rain 
followed, and the wind shifted to the West, wheik 
they scudded before it under the foresail fire 
hours, with a tremendous sea, goii^ two leaguei^ 
and a half to the NE. The mainsail was taken 
in, lest the sea should carry it away altogether. 
Friday, Feb. 15th. After sunset last night, 
the sky began to grow clear in the West, and the 
wind inclined to that quarter. The bonnet was 
set upon the mainsail. The sea was high, but 
abating. They steered £N£. four miles an 
hour, and during the night went thirteen leagues. 
At sunrise they discovered land ahead, which some 
thought to be Madeira, and others the rock of 
Cintra near Lisbon. The land being about five 
leagues distant, the wind suddenly came round to 
the £N£., directly ahead. Accoiding to the 
Admiral's reckoning they were near the Azores^ 
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Mid fape took this lor ond of those islaDds. Tbe 
others wera by their cateulfttion near Spam. 

Saturday^ Feb« 16tb. AH night thej beat 
against the wind fer the land^ which was found to 
b6 an island. They stood to the N£. and NNE. 
till sunrise, when they bore about for the Sooth, 
in quest of the island, wbioh wad hidden froal 
them by doods, and diaco?ei*ed another island 
aatern, at the distance o4' eight losses. From 
wnrtse till night they contimied beating for the 
island, agaiudt a violent wind and heavy sea. At 
the time of saying the salve irhicfais* in the be- 
ginning pf the nighty a light wis seed by some of 
the orew to leeward, which appeared to be the 
island first seen yesterday* All night they kept 
plying to wiadwand, to discover, if possible, the 
islaiids by sunrise. The Admiral took a little 
rest, having since Wednesday, neither slept nor 
been able to do do; he found himdelf exeeedingi- 
ly lame from exposure to. the cold and waves, 
and the little food which he bad taken. They 
steered SSW., and at night espied an island, 
which, by reason of the clouds, they did not re- 
cognise. 

Monaay, Feb. 18th. After sunset last night 
they sailed round the island to find an anchor- 
1^ and communicate with those on shore. An 
anchor was dropped which they quickly lost, and 
were obliged to put to sea again, beating to 
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Windward all mghU At sunrise they stood to- 
ward the North part of the island, where thej 
once more cast anchor, and sending the boat to 
land, ascertained that it was the island of St. 
Mary, one of the Azores. The inhalntants di* 
rected them to a harbour for the carayel, and 
declared that they had never witnessed a storm 
like that which had endured for fifteen days 
past, and wondered bow the Spaniards had es- 
caped. The islanders returned thanks to Grod, 
and rejoiced much to hear that the Admiral 
had discovered the Indies. He says that his 
reckoning had been very true, for which he gave 
many thanks to our Lord. And although it ap- 
parently run a little beyond their true situation, 
yet he had held it for certain that they were 
in the neighborhood of the Azores, one of which 
isles he thought this to be, upon the discovery 
of it. He adds that he suffered his reckoning to 
run ahead of their true progress for the pur- 
pose of humoring the pilots and others who 
made calculations, these havir^ manifested great 
dissatisfaction at finding his accounts differii^ 
from their own. 

Tuesday, Feb. 19th. After sunset, three men 
came down to the shore and called out to them. 
The boat was sent, and they came on board 
bringing fowls and new bread with other things, 
it being shrove-tide; these were sent by the 
Captain of the island, who was named Juan de 
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Cadtaoeda^ and stated that he was well acquaint- 
ed with the Admiral, but could not visit him on 
account of the night. He promised to come on 
board in the morning with other refreahments, 
and bring with him the three Spaniards who had 
been sent on shore, and whom as he declared^ 
he detailed for the great pleasure of heariqg 
them relate the particulars of the voyage. The 
Admiral ordered every respect to be shown 
towards the messengers of the Captain, and 
assigned them beds for sleeping on board, as it 
was late and the town distant. And remember- 
ing the vow they had made during the storm, to 
go in penitential garments to the first lihurch 
dedicated to Our Lady, which they should meet 
on coming to land, he directed that one half the 
crew should go and fulfil their vow at a hermit- 
age, near the shore, and himself with the other 
half afterwards. Not seeing any thing to fear on 
the land, and confiding in the offers of th(^ Cap- 
tain, and the amity which subsisted between Por- 
tug^ and Castile, he requested th^ three island- 
ejps.togo to the town and send him an ecclesi- 
astic for the purpose of reciting a mass. The 
crew being at the hermitage at their devo^ 
tions in accomplishment of the vow, the whole 
population attacked them with horse and foot, 
the Captain at their bead^ and took them all 
prisoners. Meantime the Admiral continued 
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waiting without anj suspicion, for the return 
of the boat, that he might go with the re$t of 
the crew in their turn. About eleven o'clock ia 
the forenoon, seeing nothing of his men, he be-* 
gan to suspect that the Portuguese had detained 
them, or the boat was wrecked, the shore beii^ 
high and rocky. Nothing could be discovered 
on land, as the hermitage was situated behind a 
point. He ordered the anchor to be weighed, 
and they made sail till they came off against the 
place, when they discovered many persons on 
horseback, who alighted and entering the boat 
with their arms, came off towards the caravel 
for the purpose of capturing the Admiral The 
captain stood up in the boat and demanded a se* 
curity of the Admiral, who replied that he would 
grant the request, but wished to know why none 
of the Spaniards were in the boat ; he invited 
him on board the caravel, promisir^ to satisfy 
all his demands ; this he did in order to make a 
prisoner of him and recover his crew, but the 
Captain finding he was unlikely to succeed in 
his attempt, did not dare come on board. The 
Admiral seeing that he could not entice him into 
his hands, demanded to be informed, why he 
detained his men, and how they had offend* 
ed the king of Portugal, adding that in the' 
dominions of the King and Queen of Castile, the 
Portuguese were treated with every respect and 
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were as free and safe as at Lisbon. He further 
informed him that his sorereigns had given him 
letters of recommendation to all Princes, Sove- 
reigns and commanders in the world, which he 
was ready to exhibit if desired ; and that he was 
their Admiral of the Sea arid Viceroy of the In- 
dies, which then belonged to their Highnesses. 
The commission to this effect^ signed and sealed 
by their hands he displayed to the captain who 
remained at a distance. To these representa^ 
tions he subjoined others relating to the amity 
which subsisted between the King and Queen of 
Castile and the King of l^ortugal, and the or- 
ders which had been given by the former to 
treat with respect all Portuguese ships. If 
notwithstanding these considerations, he refus- 
ed to release his crew, he stated that he should 
not be hindered from proceeding to Castile, as he 
had men enough left to navigate his vessel to 
Seville, and the Captain and his followers would 
be severely punished for the injury they had 
done him. The Captain and others in the boat 
replied that they knew nothing there of the 
King and Queen of Castile, or their commissions, 
nor cared for them, but would make the Span- 
iards learn what the Portuguese were, expecting 
to intimidate the Admiral. This gave him much 
anxiety, suspecting that some difference had 
arisen between the two kingdoms since bis Me* 
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parture, and be could Dot refrain from answenpg 
the Captain in such a manner as bis conduct mer* 
ited. The Captain stood up again in the boat 
and ordered him to proceed with the carayel 
to the harbour, adding that all he had done was 
bjr order of the king, his master The Admiral 
ordered all on board his vessel to bear witness 
to these transactions, aqd called out to the Cap- 
tain and those with him, vowing that h^ would 
not leave th^ caravel till he had carried a l^uq- 
dred. of the Portuguese to Castile, and. depopu- 
lated the island. He then returned to his . ai;v 
chorage in the harbour, as the wind aAd weather 
did not admit of taking anj other eourse. 

Wednesday, Feb. 20tl]L The Adm^'fd. ordered 
the vessel to be set in order, and .the is^fkB to b^ 
filled from the sea for ballast, as the harbour 
was very bad, and he feared the rocky bottQm 
would cut the cables, x^hich in fact happened 
and they put to sea toward the kland of St MW 
chaeL There was no harbour in all the A^^orea, 
which was safe from the weather which (heo 
prevailed, and the only remedy was to stand ofiT 
. to sea. 

Thursday, Feb. 21st. They left the inland of 
St. Mary last night for that of St Michael, m 
search of a harbour against the bad weather, th# 
wind being high with a heavy sea. They sailed 
all night without seeing any land, by reason of the 



y 



^ 



douds, and the 6bscurity whick^he wind and ^a 
caused. The Admiral says, he' was itfider some 
concern, having but three experienced sailors on 
board, the remainder beii^ %i]iOrant of maritime 
affairs. They kept lying- tb with liiugh labour 
and danger froniJthe yiolence of the storm. In 
one pe8pect^Olif:*.Iiohl showed his mercy, the sea 
and wind rJfcStVhid^^V one direction, had they been 
cross,' th^^^ ds^mage^ Buffered would hare been 
much greater. 'At sunrise, hot seeing the island 
df St 'Michael, the Admiral r^olyed to return 
ixy Sjt.\ Maryfsi and^attem'pt the. recovery of his 

creW, with"lbd';boar and anchors which had been 

' « ■ 

lost- X ' . ^ * . ^ 

* He ex()rdiss^'^ hh iisttmishment tA the furious 
dtorms amo^ jfhe^ islands, having slailed' in the 
indies all ^thie winter without ' being forced to 
antjhoi^ by'th^ft weiither, and not having for a single 
hotip witnessed the sea unfit to navigate. He 
f^Ynarks that he met with stormy weather upon 
the pi^Bsage oatwahi till hi$ arrivM at the Ca- 
naries,' but after that, had iaiways. a smooth sea 
dud fioe wind. '^ He draws the conclusion that 
the theologians and learned philosophers hat} 
fery justly placed the terrestrial paradise at the 
iitremity of the East, the climate there being 
Mceedingly mild. This is the region, he says, 
that he has discove^ed. 
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to get out from bietween them. The foresail 
was set very low, in order to carry her somewhat 
out of her dangerous situation ; they stood under 
it for three hours, going twenty miles, when the 
wind and sea increasing, they began to drive be- 
fore it, not having any other remedy. At the 
same time, the Pinta, in which was Martin 
Alonzo, began to scud likewise, and they soon 
lost sight of her, althou&^h the two caravels made 
s^nals to one another by lights, until from the 
fury of the storm they were no longer percepti- 
ble. The Admiral drove all night to the NE. by 
£., going fifty-four miles or thirteen leagues. 
At sunrise the wind still increased, and the cross 
sea grew more and more terrible ; they set the 
foresail again, low, to carry them out from be- 
tween the waves, among which they expected to 
be crushed. They kept to the ENE., and after- 
wards to the NE. going in six hours thus, seven 
leagues and a half. ; ' The Admiral ordered that 
lots should be cast for one of them to go on a 
pilgrimage to St. Mary of Guadalupe and carry 
a wax taper of five pounds weight ; he caMsed 
them all to take an oath that the one on whom 
the lot fell, should perform the pilgrimage. For 
this purpose as many peas were selected as 
there were persons on board, one of them 
was marked with a cross, and the whole shaken 
together in a cap. The first who put bis hand 
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in, waJE^ the Admiral, and he drew the crossed 
pee^. So the lot fell upon him, and he looked 
upon himself as boupd (o accomplish the pil- 
grimage. Another lot was taken for a pilgrim- 
age to St. Mary of Lore t to Jin the marc of Anco- 
na, territory of the pope, which is the house 
/where Our Lady has performed so many mira*- 
eles, this fell upon a sailor^ of Puerto de Santa 
Maria, called Pedro de Villa; the Admiral 
promised to furnish him with money for his ex- 
penses. /A third lot was determined upon, for 
the selection of a persoti who should watch a 
whole night in St Clara de Moguer, and have a 
mass said there ; it fell again upon the Admiral 
After this, he and all the crew made a tow to 
go in procession, clothed in penitential garments, 
to the first church dedicated to Our Lady 
which they should meet with on arriving at land, 
and there pay their devotions. 

Besides these general vows, every individual 
made hjs private one, all expecting to be lost, so fu- 
rious was the rage of the hurricane, ffheir danger 
was increased by the want of ballast in the vessel, 
as their provisions were mostly consumed, and their 
wine and water gone, which deficiencies the Ad* 
miral had neglected to supply among the islands,, 
because he wished to husband his time in making 
discoveries, and expected to take in ballast at the 
isle of the women, which he intended to visit, 
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to the first church dedicated to Our Lady 
which they should meet with on arriving at land, 
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Besides these general vows, every individual 
made his private one, all expecting to be lost, so fu- 
rious was the rage of the hurricane, ffheir danger 
was increased by the want of ballast in the vessel, 
as their provisions were mostly consumed, and their 
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morning offering up pra jen for th# tafet^ of the 
TMsel, and upon her arrival within the mer ran 
in crowds to see the Spaniards, wondermg ai 
their escape. At three o'clock they arrired at 
Rastelo upon the Tagi», and were informed bj 
the mariners of the place that such a stormj 
winter had nerer been known, twenty-five ships 
beir^ lost in Flanders, and others had been de- 
tained four months without beii^ able to put te 
sea. The Admiral immediately wrote to the 
Kir^ of Portugal, who was nine leagues from 
that place, and informed him that the King and 
Queen of Castile had directed him to enter the 
ports of his Highness to purchase necessaries^ 
and that he had come not from Guinea, but the 
Indies. He requested permission for the ' cara- 
yel to proceed to Lisbon, by reason that some 
araricious persons, imagining that the vessel con- 
tained much gold, might in that lonely place at- 
tempt some deed of violence. 

Tuesday, March 5th. This day Bartolbme 
Diaz de Lisboa the Patron of the principal Poiv 
tuguese ship which lay at anchor at Rastelo, 
came in an armed boat to the caravel, and signi- 
fied to the Admiral that he inust go with them 
and give an account of himself to the stewards of 
the king, and the Captain of the abovementioned 
ship; he replied that he was Admiral of the 
King and Queen of Castile, and gave no accounts 
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to any such persons, adding that he should not 
leare his vessel except by force of arms. The 
Patron then said he might send the ma$ter of 
the caravel, to which the Admiral answered that 
neither the master nor any other person should 
go unless compelled by violence, for he looked 
upon it to be the same as goii^ himself, and it 
was the custom of the Castilian Admirals rather 
to die than deliver up either themselves or their 
men. The Patron then grew moderate and said 
he might do as he pleased, seeing he held such 
a. resolution, but requested to see the letters of 
the King and Queen of Castile, which the Admi- 
ral thought best to show him, when he returned 
to the ship, and related the circumstance to the 
Captain, whose name was Alvaro Dama. The 
captain came on board the Admiral in '^great 
pomp with drums, trumpets and pipes, otTering to 
serve him in any way he desired. 

Wednesday, March 6th. Tlie news of the 
Admiral's arrival from the Indies being known at 
Lisbon, there came a vast multitude from the city 
to visit him, and see the Indians ; it was a matter 
of admiration to behold the crowds, and the 
wonder which they manifested, giving thanks to 
Our Lord, and declaring that for the great faith,. 
a«d desire to serve God which the King and 
Queen of Castile displayed, the Almighty had 
gcanted them all this. 

2f> 
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Thursday, March 7th. This day came an in- 
finite multitude of people to tile caravel, and 
among them many knights, and the two royal 
stewards ; all gave unbounded thanks to our 
Lord for the great profit and increase of christi-' 
anity thus secured to the Sovereigns of Castile^ 
which they attributed to the zeal of these Princ- 
es for the advancement of the christian religion. 

Friday, March 8th« This day the Admiral 
received by the hands of Martin de Noronha, a 
letter from the King of Portugal, requesting him 
to pay him a visit, as the weather did not permit 
him to sail : The Admiral thought proper to 
comply, in order not to show mistrust, althoc^ 
he disliked it. He set out upon the journey and 
slept at Sacanben. The King ordered his stew* 
ards to furnish him and his crew with every 
thing they stood in need of, free of cost, and to 
perform every wish of the Admiral. 

Saturday, March 9th. He left Sacanben to 
meet the king, who was at Val do Paraiso, nine 
leagues from Lisbon ; he did not reach the place 
till night on account of the rain. The kii^ caus- 
ed him to be received in the most honorable 
manner by the principal persons of his house* 
hold, and conducted into his presence, where he 
treated him with the greatest respect, causing 
him to be seated. He then entered into con- 
versation with him, and oiFered to perform every 
thing which could be for his service or that of 
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the King and Queen of Castile. He expressed 
the highest pleasure at the success of the vojage* 
but remarked that he understood, according to 
the capitulation between him and tliose sove- 
reigns, that this acquisition belonged to him. The 
Admiral replied that he had not seen the capitu* 
latiOD, nor was acquainted with any other cir- 
cumstance respecting the matter, except that his 
orders had been not to go to the mine, nor to 
anj part of Guinea, and that this had been pub- 
lished in all the ports of Andalusia before the 
TOjage. The King* graciously answered that he 
was certain no vouchers^ for that fact were i\e^ 
necessary. He ordei'ed the Prior of Crato to 
entertain him^who was the person of the highest 
distinction in the place. This man treated him 
with erery honour and attention. 

Sunday, March 10th. After mass, the King 
repeated to him that he would furnish him with 
any thing he desired. Much arguing arose 
between them about the royage ; the king al- 
ways desiring him to be seated and doing him 
much honour.* 

Monday, March llt^h. The Admiral took 
leafe of the King, who entrusted him with a 
message to the King and Queen of Castile ; and 
dismissed him with many marks of affection. He 

* See Note III. 
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set out after dinner, attended by Ddb MaitiD 
de Noronha, and all the knights, who by the 
King's direction escorted htm some distanee. 
Arriving at a monastery of St. Anthonj near 
Villafranca, where the Queen resided, be went 
to pay his respects and kiss her hands, she hav- 
ing requested him not to depart without paying 
her a visit. She received him very honorably 
in presence of the Duke and Marquis. He left 
her at night, and went to sleep at Dandra.- 

Tuesday, March 12th. On the point of set- 
ting out from Llandra, there arrived a gentle- 
man from the King, informing hfm that if he 
wished to go to Castile by land, he was ready to 
attend him for the purpose of providirig convey- 
ances and lodgings upon the road, and any other 
thing which might be necessary. When the 
Admiral took leave of him, he ordered him a 
mule, and another for the pilot, to whom as the 
Admiral learnt, be also presented twenty espcb^ 
dims.^ He mentions this, as he says, that the 
King and Queen might know it. He arrived 
on board the caravel at niofht. 

Wednesday, March 13th. At eight o'clock, 
weighed anchor and put to sea for Seville, with 
a Northwest wind and heavy sea. 

Thursday, March 14th. After sunset last 

* Gold coin. 
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nighty steered Souths ^nd before morning found 
tfaemselret off Cape St Vincent. Thej then 
stood to tbe Easit for SaUea, and sailed with a 
light wind till n^ht, when thej were off Furoo. 
Friday, March 15th. After sunset continued 
their course with little wind, and at sunrise found 
themselves off Saltes. At noon thej crossed the 
bar with the flood tide, and arrived within the 
port, from whence they had sailed on the. third 
of August, the preceeding year. And here, the 
Admiral says, this relation ends, but that he pur- 
poses to go to Barcelona by sea, being informed 
that their Highnesses are in that city, there to 
give them an account of* his voyage, in which 
our Lord had directed and enlightened him. 
For although he believed without scruple that 
the Alm^hty created all things good, that all is 
I excellent but sin, and that nothing can be do^ie 
without his permission, ^yet' he observes, ^ it has 
been most wonderfully manifested in the circum- 
stances of this voyage, as may be see^ by consid- 
ering the many signal miracles performed through- 
out, as well as the fortune which has attended my- 
self, who passed so long a time ai the court of your 
Highnesses, and met with the opposition of so 
many of the principal persons of your houseboldj 
who were s^U against me,' and ridiculed my pro- 
ject. The which I hope in Our Lord will prove 
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the greatest honour to Christianity ever accom- 
plished with such ease.' Thiese are the final 
words of the Admiral Don Christopher Colum- 
bus, in the relation of his first voyage and dis* 
covery of the Indies. 
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COLUMBUS to RAFAEL SANCHEZ. 



The following summary account of the voy* 
age was written by our navigator on his arrival 
at Lisbon. It was translated into semi-barbarous 
Latin by Leandro Cosco and published at Rome 
in 1493. It appears to have been reprinted, 
but the work is rarely to be met with, and the 
copies very imperfect. According to the state- 
ment of Munoz, the greater part of the original 
text has been preserved in an unpublished his- 
tory of the Catholic Kings written by Andreo 
Bemaldez the Court Chaplain. Don Francisco 
Antonio Gonzalez the royal Librarian has col- 
lated the different copies of this work, and trans- 
lated it into Spanish for the collection of Navar- 
re te. It is subjoined here with the title prefixed 
to the first edition. 
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/ LxTTXR of Christopher Colambus, the great Benefactor of the 
preteot age, coocerniog the newly discovered islands of India 
upon the Ganges,] apoo which enterprise be waf despatched eight 
meotfM iiace bj the imriocible Sorereigas of Spain, FefduMunl 
and Isabela; directed to Don Rafael Sanchea, Treasurer of 
their most Serene Highnesses, Translated from the Spanish 
into Latin by Leandro de Cosco, April 36th, 14tS, ftnl year 
of the pontificate of Alexander VI. 

As I know you will take pleasure in hearing 
ot the success of mj undertaking, - 1 have deter- 
mined to send you an account of the occurrences 
of my voyage and discoferies. ^ Thirty-three 
days after my departure from Cadiz I arrived in 
the sea of India, where I discovered many islandsy 
inhabited by innumerable people* 0£ tbpie I 
took possession in the name of oar fortunate 
monarch, with public proclamation afid colors 
flying, no one offering aoy resistance, i named 
the first of these islands jSan Salvador, thus be* 
stowing upon it the name of our holy Saviour,, 
under whose protection I made the discovery. 
The indiaus call it Guanahanyn. ( I gave also 
a new name to the others,^ calling the second 
Santa Maria de la Conception^ the third, Fermor 
dina^ the fourth Isabela^ the fifth Juwmu Io the 
same manner I named the rest* / Arriving at the 
one last mentioned, I sailed along its coast| tow- 
ard the West, discovering so great an extent of 
land that I could not imagine it to be an island 
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but the continent of Cathay. I did not however 
discover upon the coast any large cities, all we * 
saw being a few villages and farms, with the in- 
habitants of which We could not obtain any com- 
munication, they all flying at our approach.y^^l 
continued my course, still expecting to meet with 
some town or city, but after having gone a great 
distance, and not meeting with any, and finding 
myself proceeding towards the North, which I 
was desirous to avoid on account of the cold, and 
moreover meeting with a contrary wind, I de-' 
termined to return to the South, and therefore 
put about and sailed bdck to a hafbour which I 
had before observed. / 

f At this place I sent two men into the country 
to see if the King or any cities were to be found.' 
These returned in three days; having discovered 
a great number of the towns, but all of them 
small, and without any government. j'ln the mean 
time I had learned from certain Indians whom I 
had taken here, that this country was an islandy 
I returned along the Coast to the East, a distance 
of three hundred and twtoty-two miles, which 
brought me to the extremity of the island. 
Here I discovered to the Elast, another island, 
fifty-four miles from Juana. I gave it the name 
o{ ' ElspanolOj and coasted along the island to the 
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North as at JuoM 1 had prbciHkkd to the BmBi^ 
a distance of five hundred and siitty-four niile8.t 
Alt these islands are very fertile. That of Juaoa 
abounds in safe and capacious harbours^ which sur- 
|:Aiss in excellence all 1 have everseen elsewhere. 
It is watered by a great number of large and 
{deasant rivers, and contains maoj high mouD- 
tairis. 

'■ These islands are of a beautiful appearance 
and present a great diversity of views. They 
may be traversed in any part, and are adorned 
with a great variety of exceedingly lofty trees» 
which to appearance never lose their foliage, for 
I saw them as verdant and flourishing as they 
exist in Spain in the month of May, some covered 
with flowers, others loaded with fruit, according 
to their different species and their season of beai^ 
ii^, the whole ofTerii^ a spectacle of great beau- 
ty. The nightingale and countless other birds 
were singing,* although it was the month of No- 
vember when 1 visited 'this delightful region; 
There are in the island of Juana six or eight 
sorts of palm trees, superior to those of oar land 

* Both the Latin and. Spanish copies ofler jhis state- 
ment, but it is evident that the words North and JEatt should 
interchange their situations in the text. 

t The course sailed bj Columbus akmg both the iiHuids 
is about equal to this extent. 



49 tMHuumak fUiS 

in beigbt apd beauty, auad this superiority is liko^ 
wise observable in tbe other trees as weU as id 
the. herbs and fruits. Hera are to be seen the 

nost beautiful pioe tr^es, an4 ^^^ >D^t exten* 
siv'e '^ds ^od pasturesy a jfMat variety of birds, 
several sorts of hooey, and many kinds of metal^ 
with the exception of iron* (In the island named 
Espanola, there are lofty ami beautiful mountains, 
large cultivated tracts, woods, fertile fields, and 
^}fery thing adapted to the purposes oC agricul- 
ture^ the pasturage of cattle, and the erection of 
bouses. The exoellence^ of the harbours here, 
and the abundance of the streams ifbich contrii- 
bute to tbe salubrity Qf 4he dimq^te, exceed im- 
agination. Ther# is a epnsiderable difierence 
between the trees^ fruits and fields of this island 
and those of Juan^^ but here are found divevs 
sorts of precious drugs, gold and metals* /The 
inhabitants of btth sexes, in Jispanola and all tbe 
other islands which 1 saw or heard of, go -naked 
as they were bom, all except a few-females wbo 
wear at tbe waist a green leaf, a portion of cot- 
ton, or bit of silk which they manu&cture for 
this purpose. / 

As I before remarked, they possess no iron, and 
they neither use nor are acquainted with wea* 
ppps^ to the exercise of vfhich indeed jthey are 
not at all adapted, not by reason of anv^ corporal 
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deficieDcy, as they are very well shaped, but eo 
account of tbeir great timidit j. Instead ci arms 
they ha?e canes dried b the son, to the lai^gest 
ends of which they fix a piece of wood sharpened 
at the end ; of these howeyer, they have not 
the courage to make much use. I have in many 
instances sent two or three of my men to their 
towns to conununicate with the inhabitants, when 
the indians would tumultuously rush out, and oee- 
ing our people drawii^ near, run away with such 
haste that the father would abandon hm child, 
1^ the child his father. This timidity was not 
owing to any yicdence or injury we offered theiiji, 
as I was in the practice of making presents of doth 
and other things to all the natives whom J met, 
but arose from their natural mildness apd want 
of courage. Notwithstanding this, as soon as 
they have thrown aside their fear^ and consider 
themselves in safety, they are^ very ingenuous 
and honest, and display great liberality with 
whatever they possess. 

They never refuse to give any thing away 
which is demanded of them, and will even them- 
selves entreat an acceptance of their property. 
They exhibit a great friendship towards every 
one, and will give whatever they have for a tri- 
fle or nothing at all. 1 forbade my men to pur- 
chase any thing of them with such worthless ar- 
ticles as bits of earthenware, fragments of plat- 



\ 
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ters, broken glass, nailsy and diongs of leather^ air 
though when they got possession of any such 
tbiag they ralued it as h^hly as the most preci- 
ous jewel is the world; • In this manner of bar* 
tering, a sailor has acquired, for a leather strap 
or piece of rope, gold to the .amount of three 
smUtoB. Others have obtainied- as much for a 
matter of still lower ralue. For new Spanish 
coins they would give any thing asked of them, 
as an ounce and a half or two ounces of gold, or 
thirty or forty pounds of cotton. Thus they would 
trade away their cotton and gold like idiots, for 
broken hoops, platters and glass. \ prohibited 
their traffic onf acbount of its ioji^tice, and made 
them many presents of useful things which 1 had 
carried with me, for the purpose of gaining their 
affection, in order that they may receive the 
faith of Jesus Christ, be well disposed towards 
us, aild inclbed to submit to the King and Queen 
our Princes, and all the Spaniards, and further- 
more that they may furnish us with the commod- 
ities which abpund among them and we are in 
want of. . 

They are not idolators, but believe that all 
power and goodness is in heaven, and that 1 had 
proceeded from that place with my ships and 
men ; under this notion they received me at my 
first arrival as soon as they had banished their 
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the greatest honour to Christianity ever accom- 
plished with such ease.' These are the final 
words of the Admiral Don Christopher Colum- 
bus, in the relation of his first voyage and dis* 
covery of the Indies. 
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COLUMBUS to RAFAEL SANCHEZ. 



The following summary account of the voy- 
age was written by our navigator on his arrival 
at Lisbon. It was translated into semi-barbarous 
Latin by Leandro Cosco and published at Rome 
in 1493. It appears to have been reprinted, 
but the work is rarely to be met with, and the 
copies very imperfect. According to the state- 
ment of Munoz, the greater part of the original 
text has been preserved in an unpublished his- 
tory of the Catholic Kings written by Andreo 
Bemaldez the Court Chaplain. Don Francisco 
Antonio Gonzalez the royal Librarian has col- 
lated the different copies of this work, and trans- 
lated it into Spanish for the collection of Navar- 
rete. It is subjoined here with the title prefixed 
to the first edition. 
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Latin by Leandro Cosco and published at Rome 
in 1493. It appears to have been reprinted, 
but the work is rarely to be met with, and the 
copies very imperfect. According to the state- 
ment of Munoz, the greater part of the original 
text has been preserved in an unpublished his- 
tory of the Catholic Kings written by Andreo 
Bemaldez the Court Chaplain. Don Francisco 
Antonio Gonzalez the royal Librarian has col- 
lated the different copies of this work, and trans- 
lated it into Spanish for the collection of Navar- 
rete. It is subjoined here with the title prefixed 
to the first edition. 
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deficiency, i^ they are ¥ery well ehaped, but on 
account of tbeir great timiditj. Instead of arms 
they ha?e canes dried in tbe san, to the largest 
ends of which they fix.a piece of wood sharpened 
at the end ; of these howeyer, they have not 
the courage to make much use. I hare in many 
instances sent two .or three of my men to their 
towns to conununicate with the inhabitants, when 
the indians would tumultuously rush out, and see- 
ing our people drawii^ near, run away with such 
haste that the father would abandon hk child, 
1^ the child his father. This timidity was npt 
owii^ to any violence or injury we offered theipt 
as I wasinthe practice of making presents of doth 
and other tbingsto all the natives whom,] met, 
but arose from their natural mildness : apd want 
of courage. Notwithstanding this, as soon as 
they have thrown aside their fear^ and consider 
themselves in safety, they are^ very ingenuous 
and honest, and display great liberality with 
whatever they possess. 

They never refuse to give any thing away 
which is demanded of them, and will even them- 
selves entreat an acceptance of their property. 
They exhibit a great friendship towards every 
one, and will give whatever they have for a tri- 
fle or nothing at all. T forbade my men to pur- 
chase any thing of them with such worthless ar- 
ticles as bits of earthenware, fragments of plat- 
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ters, broken glass^nailsy and diongs of leather^ air 
though when they gcrf possession of any such 
tbiag they ralued it as K^hly as the most preci- 
ous jewel is the worldr ' In thk manner of bar* 
tering, a sailor has acquired, for a leather strap 
or piece of rope, gold to the .amount of three 
9uMoB* Others have obtained as much for a 
matter of still lower ralue. For new Spanish 
coins they would give any thing asked of them, 
as an ounce and a half or two ounces of gold, or 
thirty or forty pounds of cotton. Thus they would 
trade away their cotton and gold like idiots, for 
broken hoops, platters and glass. \ prohibited 
their traffic on account of its injustice, arid made 
them many presents of useful things which 1 had 
carried with me, for the purpose of gaining their 
affection, in order that they may receive the 
faith of Jesus Christ, be well disposed towards 
us, aild inclbed to submit to the King and Queen 
our Princes, and all the Spaniards, and further- 
more that they may furnish us with the commod- 
ities which abpund among them and we are in 
want of. . 

They are not idolators, but believe that all 
power and goodness is in heaven, and that 1 had 
proceeded from that place with my ships and 
men ; under this notion they received me at my 
first arrival as soon as they had banished their 
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few. Thej are ndt stupid and!; bdMa&t, kit 
acite and aagaoious. Tkoae ofahaih wbb nav>- 
igate the aeas among thoaa kUnd^ give au^g^idar 
irV^'^f. aocouots of what the j hare bbaervad 'Upon 
tbeir yojage% but have nertfr i« aaeii; pt^frfe 
who wear clothes, nor any ahips unQar^tOkOuva. 
On my arriyal I took bjr force frofli' the* fintf 
island^ a few of the iodiana, in cndet .4hat. w» 
m^ht become aequainted with one aoetlier^ 
language, and to gain a knowledge of' wlMtttkeir 
eouotry contained* Theee were of Bingiili|r use 
to us, as we came to understand eanbiatiiev jn a 
short time by the help of words and aignsi. nl 
have them still with me, and thoy wfoDtioiie in 
the bblief that we have cornel fffoSEiwJwasma 
This information they published wkertfisr iff e 
arrived, exclaiming in a loud voice, ^Come ! 
Come ! and see the celestial people^' Upon .this 
call, the natives would come throi^r^ to us^ 
after havii^ banished the fear which » seized 
them at first, men women and children, old and 
young, crowding the roads and bringing us viot 
tuals and drink, with the utmost affection and 
reverence. 

In every one of these islands there are a great 
number of canoes, each one made of a solid log, of 
a narrow shape, somewhat resemblirjg ouryw^/as, 
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but swifter tn the watet*; thej afe •navigatod 
solely by oars. They are of xliffereiit c^es, the 
most of thcfm cdbitaining'sbats for eighteen rowers. 
With thcise they carry. on dcoinmerce aioioog 
these islands whiehaire innufnerabiei I saw some 
of these cantoeti with seventy or e^hty rowers. 
Throughout thesbUlaD^B therei is ho diyersity 
in the appearance of the people, tbsti^ mami^ 
or- language, M the ibbabitaots lAiderstaoidiiig 
atie aoother^/a very favorable. cireiiiDstance in 
py opiuioD, to the design which I bare no doubt 
is entertained byoiir kii^, namely to convert 
them to the holy christian- f«th,'to iilrhicb aii far 
as I caa pe^rceive '.they are wefl • (Ksposed;; I 
have said that [sailed from W* (oE« three hui^p 
dredaod M^entjf.twoaiiles aldogthe island, of 
Juana ; from the length of this course I am eoD« 
fident that this island is lai^^r thah El^land and 
Scotland together, fm* besides the r^xtent wbicfa 
I coasted there are two other provinces to the 
West which 1 did not survey. One of these is 
named by the indians ^naw^i dnd.^cbnitains inhab^ 
kaats with tail&. T.h^e tracts 4^xtend Co tiul 
distance of a hundred aiid eighty miles, a»d have 
learnt from the indians with me. Who are well 
acquainted with them. 

. _ . • ■ • ; 

The island of Espanola is as large as that part 
of Spain which extends from Catalonia to Foi> 
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deficiency, as tbey are very, well shaped, but on 
account of their great timiditj* . Instead of arms 
they have canes dried in the sun, to the largest 
ends of which they fix.a piece of wood sharpened 
at the end ; of these however, they have not 
the courage to make much use. I have in many 
instances sent two>.or three of my mea to their 
towns to communicate with the inhaUtants, when 
the indians would tumultuously rush out, and see- 
ing our people drawing near, run away with such 
haste that the father would abandon his child, 
apd the child bis father. This timidity was nqt 
owing to any violence or injury we offered then)) 
as I was Jn the practice of making presents of cloth 
and other tbings.to all the natives whom^ 1 met, 
but arose from their natural mildness , and want 
of courage. Notwithstanding this, as soon as 
they have thrown aside their fear, and consider 
themselves in safety, they are^ very ingenuous 
and honest, and display great liberality with 
whatever they possess. 

They never refuse to give any thing away 
which is demanded of them, and will even them- 
selves entreat an acceptance of their property. 
They exhibit a great friendship towards every 
one, and will give whatever they have for a tri- 
fle or nothing at all. 1 forbade my men to pur- 
chase any thing of them with such worthless ar- 
ticles as bits of earthenware, fragments of plat- 



ters, broken glass, nails, and thongs of leather^ al- 
tbougli when they got jpossession of anj such 
tlung they ralued it as highly as the most preci- 
ous jewel in the world." in this manner of bar- 
terii^, a sailor has acquired, for a leather strap 
or |nece of rope, gold to the amount. of three 

9uMos. Others hare obtained as much for a 

• 
matter of still lower ralue. For new Spanish 

coins they would give any thing asked 6( them, 
as^ an ounce and a half or two ounces of gold, or 
thirty or forty pounds of cotton. Thus they would 
trade away their cotton and gold like idiots, for 
broken hoops, platters and glass* I prohibited 
their traffic on acbount of its injiBtice, and made 
them many presents of useful things which 1 had 
carried with me, for the purpose of gaining their 
affection, in ordier that they may receive the 
faith of Jesus Christ, be well disposed towards 
as, add inclined to submit to the King and Queen 
bur Princes, and all the Spaniards, and further- 
more that they may furnish us with the commod- 
ities which abound among them and we are in 
want of. 

They are not idolaters, but believe that all 
power and goodness is in heaven, and that 1 had 
proceeded from that place with my ships and 
men ; under this notion they received me at my 
first arrival as soon as they had banished their 
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North as at /nana 1 had prbti^eded to the Bast,"^ 
a distance of fire huixlred and sfiitty-four miles^t 
AM these islands are very fertile* That of Joaoa 
abounds in safe and capacious harboursy which 8tir« 
pliss in excellence all 1 have erer seen elsewhere. 
It is watered bj a great number of large and 
pleasant rivers, and contains manj h%h moun* 
tairts. 

'■ Tlvese islands are of a beautiful appearance 
and present a great diversity of viev^. They 
may be traversed in any part, and are adorned 
with a great variety of exceedingly lofty trees^ 
which to appearance never lose their foliage, for 
I saw them as verdant and flourishing as they 
exist in Spain in the month of May, somie covered 
with flowers, others loaded with fruit, according 
to their different species and their season of beai^ 
ii^, the whole offering a spectacle of great beau^ 
ty. The nightii^ale and countless other birds 
were sii^ng,- although it was the month of No- 
vember when I visited 'this delightftil region; 
There are in the island of Juana six or eight 
sorts of palm trees, superior to those of our land 

* Both the Latin and. Spanish copies offer ^hi3 atate- 
inent, hut it is evident that the words North and Eatt should 
interchange their situations in the text. 

t The course sailed bj Columbus along both the ii 
is about equal to this extent. 



* 

m heigUt afnd beauty, and this superiority is lik^ 
wise obseryabLe in the other trees as well as io 
the. herbs and fruits. Here, are to be seen the 

jDost beaut ifiil poe tr^es, i^4 ^1^^ >d^^ exteo* 
si v<e (fields ^ud pastures^ a <|veat variety of birds, 
several sorts of hooey, and mai^ kinds of meta^ 
with the exception of ireo* ^kk the island named 
Espanola, there are lofty and beautiful mountains, 
large cultivated tracts, woods, fertile fields, and 
^^ery thing adapted to the purposes oC agricul- 
turei the pasturage of cattle, and the erection of 
bouses. The exoeUencie of the harbours here, 
and the abundance of the streams ^hich contri*- 
bute to the salfibrity c^f the climate, exceed aoh 
agination. Ther# is a tonsiderable difierence 
between the trees^ fruits and fields of this island 
and those of Juana^ but here are feuad divers 
sorts of precious drugs, gM and metals* /The 
inhabitants of btthsexes, in£spanola and aU the 
other islands which 1 saw or heani of, go^naked 
as they were born, all except a few-females who 
wear at the waist a greet) leaf, a portion of cot- 
ton, or bit of silk which they manufacture for 
this purpose. / 

As I before remarked, they possess no iron, and 
they neither use nor are: acquainted with wea* 
pops, to the exercise of wbicl^ indeed jtbey are 
not at all adapted, not by reason of an^v corporal 
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deficiency, as tbey are veiy well shaped, but on 
account of their great timidity* : Instead of arms 
they have canes dried in the sun, to the lai^est 
ends of which they fix.a piece of wood sharpened 
at the end ; of th^e however, they have not 
the courage to make much use. I have in many 
mstances sent twa.or three of my men to their 
towns to communicate with the inhatntants, when 
the indians would tumultuously rush out, and see- 
ing our peofde drawii^ near, run away with such 
haste that the father would abandon his child, 
a|id the child his father. This timidity was not 
owii^ to any violence or injury we offered them, 
as I wasinthe practice of making presents of clotjii 
and other things, to all the natives whom, Imet^ 
but arose from their natural mildness and want 
of courage. Notwithstanding this, as soon as 
they have thrown aside their fear^ and consider 
themselves in safety, they are^ very ingenuous 
and honest, and display great liberality with 
whatever they possess. 

They never refuse to give any thing away 
which is demanded of them, and will even them- 
selves entreat an acceptance of their property. 
They exhibit a great friendship towards every 
one, and will give whatever they have for a tri- 
fle or nothing at all. 1 forbade my men to pur- 
chase any thing of them with such worthless ar- 
ticles as bits of earthenware, fragments of plat- 



ters, broken glass, nails, and tbongs of I^ither, al- 
tbougli when they got possession of any such 
thing they ralued it as highly as the most preci- 
ous jewel in the world, in thk manner of bar- 
terii^^ a sailor has acquired, for a leather strap 
or piece of rope, gold to the .amount of three 
9uMo8. Others have obtaimed as much for a 
matter of stitllower ralue. For ne# Spanish 
coins they would give any thing asked of them, 
as an ounce and a half or two ounces of gold, or 
thirty or forty pounds of cotton. Thus they would 
trade away their cotton and gold like idiots, for 
broken hoops, platters and glass. I prohibited 
their traffic on acbount of its injustice, and made 
them many presents of useful things which 1 had 
carried with me, for the purpose of gaining their 
affection, in order that they may receive the 
faith of Jesus Christ, be well disposed t<>ward8 
OS, and inclbed to submit to the King and Queen 
our Princes, and all the Spaniards, and further- 
more that they may furnish us with the commod- 
ities which abpund among them and we are in 
want of. 

They are not idolaters, but believe that all 
power and goodness is in heaven, and that 1 had 
proceeded from that place with my ships and 
men; under this notion they received me at my 
first arrival as soon as they had banished their 
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fean They are ndt stupid and?.: idMMt, hat 
acite and sagacious. Tkoae of^haui wlib iiay>- 
igBite the seas among those island^ give au^g^idar 
.!i:^;;rfo. accounts of what tfaej'haye observed *|upi)ei 
tbeir vojagefl, but have nevtfr i< seen, people 
who wear clothes, nor any ships similar. tA^ouva. 
On my arrival I took by force fran< the fintf 
island^afew of the iodians, in ceder that w» 
m^ht become acquainted witb one aoetlier^ 
language, and to gain a knowledge of ' what itkeir 
country contained. These were of HJegnliir use 
to us, as we came to understand eacbieliiepiiii a 
short time by the help of words aadaignBi. rj 
have them still with me, and they weontioiie in 
the bblief that we bave com^ fffoaiojKeim& 
This information they published wkertmr Vice 
arrived, exclaiming in a loud voice, ^Cmse ! 
Come! and see the celestial peopW Upon.tbis 
call, the natives would come throngir^ to us^ 
after havii^ banished the fear wbich' seized 
them at first, men women and children, old and 
young, crowding the roads and bringing lis wiof 
tuals and drink, with the utmost affection and 
reverence. 

In every one of these islands there are a great 
number of canoes, each one made of a splid log, of 
a narrow shape, somewhat resembling 6uryw5/a5, 
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' but swifter tn the watet*; thej afe 'navigated 
solely by oars. They are of xliffereiit ^es, the 
most of thcfm cdbitaining sbats foe e^hteen rowers. 
With thcise they c^iry on deommerce aikioog 
these islands whichaire innufnerabiei I saw some 
of thesis cantoeti with seventy or e^hty rowers. 

/ Throiigfaout thesbUlaD^B there- is ixi diversity 
in the appearance 6f the people, theti^ manners 
or. language, a(il the ibbabitants boderstaniding 
oite a|u>ther,/a very favorable, ciramstance in 
py opiuioD, to the design which I bare no doubt 
is entertained by our kii^, namely to convert 
them to the <holy thristian- f«th, to iilrhich ad far 
as I can^ pefreeive 'they are w^ (biposfed. I 
have said that | eailcid from W. (o E« three hun- 
dred and M^entjf: two aiiles aldog the island, of 
Jucma ; from the length of this course :I am coin 
fident that this island is iai^^r thaii Et^land and 
Scotland together, for besides the totent which 
I coasted there are two other provinces to the 
West which 1 did not survey. One of these is 
named by the indians ^naw^ dnd^odntains inhab^ 
kants with tails% Tbise tracts extend Co tiul 
distance of a hundred and eighty miles, asd hare 
learnt from the indians with me. Who afe well 
acquainted with them. 

t • ' * • 

The island of Espanola is as large as that part 
^ of. Spain which extends from Catalonia to Foi> 
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North as at /nana 1 had prbtt^eded to the Bast,'"' 
a distance of fire hufxlred and criitty-four iDiles.t 
Alt these idlands are very fertile. That of Jaaoa 
abounds in safe and capacious harboursy which atir- 
pliss in excellence all 1 have erer seen elsewhere. 
It is watered bj a great number of large and 
pleasant riyers, and contains manj h^h mouo* 

taids. 

■i . • . . ■■ 

' These islands are of a beautiful appearance 
and present a great diversity of wie^m. They 
may be traversed in any part, and are adorned 
with a great variety of exceedingly lofty trees, 
which to appearance never lose their Iblii^e, for 
I saw them as verdant and flourishing as they 
exist in Spann in the month of May, somie covered 
with flowers, others loaded with fruit, according 
to their different species and their season of beai^ 
ii^, the whole offering a spectacle of great beau* 
tj. The nightii^ale and countless other birds 
were sii^ngv although it was the month of No- 
vember when I visited 'this delightftil region; 
There are in the island of Juana six or eight 
sorts of palm trees, superior to those of our land 

* Both the Latin and. Spanish copies offer ^hifs atate- 
inent, hut it is evident that the words North and EaH should 
interchange their situttions in the text. 

t The course sailed bj Colambus along both the i 
is about equal to this extent. 



ill heigUt apd beauty, and this superiority is liko^ 
wise obsenrable in the other trees as well as in 
the, herbs aed fruits. Here, are to be seen the 
jDost beautiful poe .tr^es,^i^ the Boost exteo* 
si v-e (fields %i)d pastures^ a nveat variety of birds, 
several sorts of hooey, and mai^ kinds of meta^ 
with the exception of iron* ilo the islaud uamed 
£spaiK>la, there are lofty and beautiful mountains, 
large cultivated tracts, woods, fertile fields, and 
^very thing adapted to the purposes oC agricul- 
turei the pasturage of cattle, and the erection of 
bouses. The exoeUence of the harbours here, 
and the abundance of the streaflM ^hich contri*- 
bute to the salfibrity of the climate, exceed aoh 
agination. Ther# is a tcMoside^rable difference 
between the tree% fruits and fields of this island 
and 4bose of Jwmay but here are feuad divers 
s<Nrts of (H*eck)us drugs, gold and metals* /The 
inhabitants of btth sexes, in £spanola and all the 
other islands which 1 saw or heani of, go naked 
as they were bom, all except a few-females who 
wear at the waist a greeD leaf, a portion of cot- 
ton, or bit of silk which they manufacture for 
this purpose. / 

As I before remarked, they possess no iron, and 
they neither use nor are^ acquainted with wea* 
ppns, to the exercise of which indeed jtbey are 
not at all adapted, not by reason of an^v corporal 
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deficiency, as tbey are very, well shaped, but on 
account of their great timiditj. . Instead of arms 
they have canes dried in the sun, to the lai^^st 
ends of which they fix. a piece of wood sharpened 
at the end ; o( th^e however, they have Aot 
the courage to make much use. I have in many 
mstances sent two .or three of my men to their 
towns to communicate with the inhabitants, when 
the indians would tumultuously rush out,^ and ^e- 
ing our peofde drawii^ near, run away with such 
haste that the father would abandon his child, 
a|id the child his father. This timidity was not 
owii^ to any violence or injury we offered theqo, 
as I wasinthe practice of .making presents of clotji 
and other tbings,to all the natives whpfii;^! net, 
but arose from their uaturctl mildness ; aod , want 
of courage. Notwithstanding this, as soon as 
(hey have thrown aside their fear, and consider 
themselves in safety, they are^ very ingenuous 
and honest, and display great liberality with 
whatever they possess. 

They never refuse to give any thing away 
which is demanded of them, and will even them- 
selves entreat an acceptance of their property. 
They exhibit a great friendship towards every 
one, and will give whatever they have for a tri- 
fle or nothing at all. 1 forbade my men to pur- 
chase any thing of them with such worthless ar- 
ticles as bits of earthenware, fragments of plat- 



ters, broken glass, nails, and tbongs of l^ither^ al- 
though when they got possession of any such 
thing they ralued it as h^ly as the most preci- 
ous jewel in the world, in this manner of bai^ 
terii^, a sailor has acquired, for a leather strap 
or piece of rope, gold to the .amount of three 

suMos. Others hare obtaioied as much for a 

• 

matter of still lower ralue. For new Spanish 
coins they would give any thing asked of them, 
as an ounce and a half or two ounces of gold, or 
thirty or forty pounds of cotton. Thus they would 
trade away their cotton and gold like idiots, for 
broken hoops, platters and glass. I prohibited 
their traffic on account of its injustice, and made 
them many presents of useful things which 1 had 
carried with me, for the purpose of gaining their 
affection, in order that they may receive the 
faith of Jesus Christ, be well disposed towards 
as, and inclined to submit to the King and Queen 
our Princes, and all the Spaniards, and further- 
more that they may furnish us with the commod- 
ities which abound among them and we are in 
want of. 

They are not idolaters, but believe that all 
power and goodness is in heaven, and that 1 had 
proceeded from that place with my ships and 
men; under this notion they received me at my 
first arrival as soon as they had banished their 
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Irar. Thej are iidt stupid aad^.* idMMt, hat 
acite and sagacious^ Tkose of^haih wln> nav^* 
igBtte the aeas among t boat isLuida^ give fwagadar 
.!er;^v^^ aocouotS' of what tfaej' hare dbaarvad ^ upon 
tlMir yojage% but have ^ .nertfr /< acMVii paople 
who wear clothes, nor aoy ahips tiaitlar>4iikiouva. 
Ob my arriral I look hy foree ifroni' tho^ yStnt 
island^ a few of the iodiana, in csdan Jthat, w» 
ai^ht become aequainted with one laoetlier^ 
language, and to gain a knowledge ofwhatitkeir 
eoontry contained. Theee were of : Bi«giili|r use 
to us, as we oame to understand eafibitttheaaBra 
short time by the help of wards aadaignsi. nl 
have them stiH with me, and thay^ootkiue ia 
the bblief that we have come froau « Jwasma 
This information they published wkartmr-; if e 
arrived, exclaiming in a loud voice, ^Cmoe ! 
Come ! and see the celestial people.? Upon ithis 
call, the natives would come throngir^ to us^ 
after havii^ banished the fear which^ seized 
them at first, men women and children, old add 
young, crowding the roads and bringing m vio* 
tuals and drink, with the utmost affection and 
reverence. 

In every one of these islands there are a great 
number of canoes, each one made of a splid log, of 
a narrow shape, somewhat resembling ouryw5/a5, 
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' but swifter to thd wate> ; tfaej afe •navigatod 
solely by oars. They are of jdiffereiit ^es, the 
mostef th^m cdhtakiii^^sbats foceighteeiiroWen. 
With tbcise they carry. on deoibmerce a^kioi^ 
these islands whieb^itre innumerable^ .'. I saw 9&cM 
of these canioefc with seventy or e^hty rowers: 

/ Thrdughout thes6iilaD4B there ^ is ho diversity 
in the appearance df the people, thet^ mating 
or- laf^uage, alii the inhabitants te^dcfrstaoidii^ 
mie apotber^/a very favorable, ciramstance in- 
«iy opinion, to the desigii > which I have no doubt 
is entertained by our king, namely to converf 
them to the choly christian- faSth, to virhich ad far 
as I cauN pe^eive '.they are wefi > disposed;; I 
have said that { tailed Iroea W. to£. three huo^ 
dred and M<^enty : two oMIes aloi^ the island . ^of 
Juana ; from the length of this course il am con^ 
fident that this island is larger thah Efagland and 
Scotland together, for besides the .^jctent wUieb 
I coasted there are two other provinces to tha 
West which 1 did not survey. OO0 of ddese ii 
named by the indians i^nawfki dndjcdntains inhab^ 
kants with taib; Th^se tracts extend Do tbd 
distance of a hundred and eighty miles, a»d hare 
learnt from the indiaps with me. Who ai-e well 
acquainted with them. 

The island of Espanola is as large as that part 
^ of Spain wntch extends from Catalonia to Fon* 
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tarabia, which I infer from the extent of that 
aide of it which I sailed along, being five hun- 
dred and forty miles in length. I took possess- 
ion of this fine island, as I had done of the others, 
in the name of bur invincible king ; and fixed upon 
a spot for a large city here, as 1 judged it the 
most favorable place. ) called it JVavidad^ and 
ordered the construction of a fortress here, 
which is by this time finished. At this place I 
left a sufficient number of men, with all sorts of 
arms, and a sufficiency of provisions for above a 
year. I also left them a caravel and expert 
workmen, after having secured them the friend- 
ahip of the king of this part of the. country* 
These people are a friendly and emiaUe race, 
and the king took a pride in calling himself my 
brother. £ven if their sentiments should change, 
and they should become hostile towards us, they 
will not be able to effect any injury to those who 
remain at the fortress, as they are destitute of 
weapons, go naked, and are very cowardly : so 
that those whom I have left there will be able 
to retain the whole island in subjection without 
any danger, if they adhere to the regulations 
with which I charged them. 

Each of the natives, as far as I can under- 
stand, has one wife, with the exception of the 
King and Princes, who are permitted to have as 
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m^ny as twenty. The women appear to do 
more labour than the men. Whether there e&r 
^ ists any such thing here as private property I have, 
not been able to ascertain, as I have observed 
that an individual has been set to distribute to 
the others, in particular, food and such things. I 
found no ferocious sanguinary people in these 
parts, as some seem to have imagined the peo- 
ple here to be, but they are a very mild and 
friendly race. Their colour is not black like 
that of the Ethiopians. Their hair is lank and 
and hanging dowa They do not; inhabit those 
parts where the sun^s rajrs are very powerful, 
as the heat is excessive here, the latitude being 
apparently twenty Hsix degrees. On the summits 
of the mountains the cold is great, but they do 
not suffer any incommodity from it, by being ac- 
customed to the climate, and by the use of hot 
meats and drinks which they consume very pro- 
digally. 

m 

People of a monstroys description I s^aw none 
nor heard of any, except those of the island 
named Carts which is the second on the course 
from Espanola to India : this island is inhabited 
by people who are regarded by their neighbours 
as exceedii^ly ferocious ; they feed upon human 
flesh. These people have many sorts of canoes 
with which they make incursions upon all the 
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isles of India, roUnog and plunderii^ whererec 
ihej ga Their difference frona theoUaiersxoiie 
mis in their wearing. long hair like that of tbfi 
womeoy and in uBing bowa and arrows of cane* 
these last constructed aa I hare alreadj nslatedt 
hj fixing a piece of sharpened wood at the larger 
end* On this aiccoiiDt. they are deemed yerj: 
ferocious liy ftfae other iodiaB% and ve nuck 
feared by them.; I think however, these men are 
precisely like the others. These are the nar 
tires who go to tisit the females who ave the 
sole inhabitants of the island oS Matmm^- whmh 
IS the first on the route from Espanola to.IiidNb 
These women exercise none of the common oe* 
ettpatioos of their sex, but man^e the bow- and 
dart, as we are told of the ancients* They wear 
armour made of plates of copper, o£ whieh metal 
they hare great abundance. 

I am assured by the indians that there is 
another island, larger than Espanola, ^hose in- 
habitants are without hair, and who possess a 
greater quantity of gold than the others, ^rom 
this island, as well as the others, I haye taken 
some of the inhabitants to confirm the accounts 
which I gire. 

Finally to sum up the whole, and state briefly 
the great profits of this voyage, I am enabled t6 
promise the acquisition, by a trifling assistance 






fimn dieir >maje8ti0% Jdf anjr a^anti^ bf gdB, 
ckiigs, ck>ttaii, itad mastick, irhk^hlafit article is 
found oiiiy.ili:^lie Mssui of Scio ; also^ajij qvantiif 
ty of aloe, and as ma«y sUvefc for ibe «rriee rf 
the marine, as their Majesties may stand in need 
of. Tlie same 'may fab «aid'of rhubarb'and a 
great variety of other tbtn^ whiicli I haye ne 
dkmbt wiH be discoyered by thosfe I' hare 4^t ai 
the fort, al i did not stop long at any eing^ 
place, unless ofa^ged to da so by the weatfaet, 
with tlie exception of the city of JVavidad where 
we made some stay to buiU the'fcM't and phnridte 
the 'necessary securities for the place. > 

Although the discoveries actually . accoiqr 
plished appear great and sui^rising^ f^t I should 
have effected much more had I Jbeen furnish- 
led. with a proper fleet. I^evertheless the grecrt 
success of this enterprise is not to be ascrib- 
ed to \)y own merits, but to the holy CathoHp 
faith anxl the piety of our Sovereigns, the 
Lord often gi'antii^ to men what they never 
imagine tnemselves capable of effecting, as 
he is accustomed to hear the prayers of his ser- 
vants and those who love his commandments, 
even in that which appears impossible; in this 
manner ha$ it happened to me who have suc- 
ceeded in an undertaking never before accom- 
plished by man. For although some persons 
have written or spoken of the existence of these 




!• 



252 FIRST TOTMK OF CdVOMB^m. 

itlands, they hare all rested their aasertions upon 
coDJecture, no one hayiog erer affirmed that he 
taw them, on which accomit their eiistence hag 
been deemed fabidous. 

And DOW ought the King, Queen, PriDces, 
and all their dominions, as well as the whole of 
Christendom, to give thaidis to our Swiour 
Jesus Christ who has granted us : such a vic- 
torj and great success. Let processionB be or- 
dered, let solemn festivals be celebrated, let the 
temples be filled with boughs and flowefs. ' Let 
Christ rejoice upon earth as he does in heareih, 
to witness the coming salvation of so maHy peo- 
ple, heretofore giren over to perdition. ' Let Us 
rejoice for the exaltation of our fatthv'a^ Wi^I to 
for the augmentation of our temporal prtysperitj, 
in which not only Spain but all Christendom shall 
participate. — Such are the events which I have 
described to you with brevity. Adieu, , 

IdsboB, March 14tb. ^^ 

. ' CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, 

Admiral tf ihi Armaim tf the Ouau j 
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TO 

LUIiS DES ANT ANGEL, 

comptroller ff ll^ TrMMiiry ' of <l« JTtfif "wmI QiieefH 



Knowing the pleasure you will re- 
ceive Id hearing of the great Tictoiy which Our 
Xford has granted me in my voyage, I hasten to 
inform you, that after a passage of seventy-one 
(clays, I arrived at the Indies, with the fleet 
which the most illustrious King and Queen our 
sovereigns committed to my charge, where I 
discovered many islands inhabited by peo(de 
without number, and of which I took possession 
for their Highnesses by proclamation with the 
royal banner displayed, no one offering any con- 
tradiction. The first which I discovered, 1 
named San Salvador^ in commemoration of our 
Holy Saviour, who has, in a wonderful manner, 
granted all our success. The indians call it 
Guanahanu To the second, I gave the name of 
Santa Maria de Concepeionj to the third, that of 
Femandinaj to the fourth, that of Isabela^ to the 

* Found in the archives of Simancas 
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fiftby that of Jfuma^ thus gnrin^ eteh island a neiir 
naaie. I coasted along the bland otJtuma to the 
West, and fiDiind it c^ such ettent, that I took it 
for a tMNitinent, and imagined it most be the 
eoontrj of Cathay. Villi^es were seen near the 
sea-coast, bat as I disoorered no large cities, and 
eould not obtain anj cominonieatfon with the in- 
habittots, who. all -fled at our approach, I con- 
tinued on West,'Wiinkiag I should net iail in the 
end, to meet with great towns and cities,- but 
harii^ gone manj lei^es withoet such auccess, 
md fridii^ that the coast carried me to Mie fC., 
whither I disliked to proceed^ on aecoont xJt tht 
impendii^ winter, I resolred to retmiti t6 th^ 
S., and accordiDgl J ptit about, and ttrrnred it ah 
excellent harbour in the idand, where f dispatch- 
ed two men into the countrj to ascertain whe- 
ther the Kir^, or any large cities were in the 
neighborhood. Thej travelled three days, and 
met with innumerable settlements of the nati?e§, 
of a small size, but did not succeed in finding any 
sorereign of the territory, and so returned. 1 
made out to learn from some indiahs which' f 
bad before taken, that this was an island, and 
proceeded along the coast to the East, an hundred 
and seven leagues, till I reached the eitremity. 
I then discovered another island, E. of this, eigh- 
teen leagues distant, which I named Espandia, 
and followed its northern coast, as I did that of 



Jmmm^ i(» Horn spaoe oCuD^buiiclred wd fl^reatjF^ 
eigjit league toth^ £L All tb^ie pouDtriea ^m 
of 9tirp8issil|g eicetteiKSIBsLi^i^: ip particiikr JuMo^ 
which GODtakis ahwidanf^ ^i fin^ hctfbpiiniy ^fft 
celling any io.CbmteiidQ|n» as al^cH many Uiegfi ^^ 
heauti£al; rif f rs. The land ie high and faxjbibit#. 
chaio0 of tail QiMiiit4ii|a» which secim tortaqh ifii 
the 3ki<»>ai)d.#ir{MiM lieyaiid coaij>^i|oa 4iie ]Afi 
o£ Cktnff^ Xh&i^ ikififkj ih»m»^rm io ^ 
wanner of be4uti&il 0haf)eB» , Th^y are acce^ 
hie in ev^ry parW Md covered with , % ¥ast fih 
Tbty of lofty (FMa^ ivhich it appean^^ ta lgi% 
never lose th^r f oMageii m ^e £9MKMk (A^ifi faif 
and yerdiort. us, in ) May iMi Sp^v S^t^tm^f^ 
qoverad with faJossonia^ s^qie with fruity and 
othei^ in di$sflf|it ^sts^s^.aiBCording tto t|>eir ,iu^ 
tnr^ The nig-htiogale and a tho^a^uadr fitihs^ 
wtiA of birds wc^e sn^ing in* the month of X^ 
y^mber wbereirer 1 went« ' There ar^ . palmi^ 
tr^ea ip ^bese coiHitriefl^ol sii^ fir ejgbt sqrtf) 
which )are amffoiNBg to sq% o& acoii^unt ^JT^ tbeif 
diversity InMn oursy but indeed, this is ihe cas^. 
with iiespe<}t te^ the other itreea, as wett as .^ 
^tfl| and wieedsi ^ BeautiAd forestis o£ pines w^ 
likewise Ibundt ^and fields of vfst e^tf^mr: Her^ 
is alAQ honey, and fruits of *l^ thfl^f^)d s»ortSf an4 
birds of every variety* The ' landfr contaip ouae^ 
of metahh andtinhabitanta without nup^er. Tb? 
islaiid of. E%p«iole,is, ig^^^^^^^ in,bwijy.aif4 
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to ths dji^ Ihe 
Tie V «f BtMBtaini^ |JuBi» 
adtivMtMm, and iwtowt Sir locks «f ai 
with ■ilBiliw for tow mi ii IIIiibmIi ito 
■■fiKm afv M flKB fBtBfilifJWy tnu uMfl 
flcnptm vpovUboC ^hd hrfirfy and dbe fiks 
benid rfit»aha Md—Le ef fau]^ and finsfirMi^ 
fke BMsrt of wUeh abomd ia gold. Tils Iims, 
ftwiti aod|JiB<i of this gfaad difer fwnwhffdb^ 
finmi those of JwtmOj and the place fenteiai m, 
great deal of spiceiy and exiennFe Maes ef gold 
and other metala The people of tha- ataodr 
and of all the othefs which 1 hava beeoaw a^ 
qvamted withy go naked as they wefa bom, at 
Aough tM>iiie of the woaien wear at the Inaw^ a 
teaf^ or iHt of cotton doth whidk* thejr prepare 
for that porpose. Tbej do not p o Mem iron, 
•teel, or weapons, and seem to hare no indinatioa 
for the hitter, beii^ timorous to the last d^^ree^ 
The J bare an instroaient consistn^ of a cttie^ 
taken while in seed, and headed with a sharp sticky 
hot they ne?er yentore to use it Many tioMS I 
hare sent two or three men to one of their vil- 
lages, when whole moltitudes hare taken ^o flight 
at the sight of them, and this was not by reason 
of any injury we oyer wrought them^ for at 
erery place where I hare made any stay^ and 
obtained communication with them, I have made 
them presents of cloth and such other things aq 
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I )gM0MM€i, ifitlKHit demanitngmr things in rt- 

tttm. After th^j hare flhdken dff their fear of" 

My thej ^hphiy^ H freodineM and tiberahty in^ 

their b^bavtottlr ^vrhi^ no one woeld beliere 

withottt nHtoetsii^ itJ ' No 'tvqneat hf anjihing' 

fren them k eVer refnsed)' httt fhejr rattier inrite - 

aeceptanoe of what they poitefla, and' manifeitt^ 

auch "a geheresfty tbat thej Wonld j^ire wnf 

their oini bearti. Lit^e artiele lye of great er^ 

small talue^'they ofl%rit read33r9 and lieeeive^ 

afUjrthing #bich '» tendered in retefin with per** 

fiset oonient. • 1 forbade iij Inen to purchtae* 

thtefir gbods With fitlch Wovttdeai^ thii^ aa bits ^ 

pllttteftiand broketa ght^ g^ thongs of teathei\' 

although #ben thejr got posiesitoh of one of 

these, they estimated it as h^|M j as the greatest' 

jewel m the world! iTfae sailors would bey ^ 

thein fdr a scrap lyf leather, pieces of gMi 

#eighi(^ t#6 ^MrteUimw^ and a hal^ md erew 

gyore of^fais metai^ for-aoraething stiU je«i ift 

yahte. ' The whole of -an indiao^s property 

ii%ht' bis fMlrchased of him ibr a few i/ofiM^ 

tfris W6uld ' amoeirt' to Iwa or three Ms/e/Zaaoi' 

^kie of geld, or the^ same- ef eotton ihreadi 

Bten* the pleees of brokenr hoops from the ctoks 

they would receii^tH in barter ibr their wh 

Ikks, with the gfisatest shnpiicity. 1 thoi^fh* 

stteii'trwffie -unjuM^ ixA therefore forbade it. I 

pre«entied thifett^ with a orariety ef t4iin|;8^ m on> 
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der to secure their. affiK^ti(9i%. and thftt 4bft]f[iillMkf' 
faiKooM. christiaoB, aiid enter :iDtO:t^e sei^^rice;^ 
tti^ir HigfanB6$e8 and tlw CsMptiUwinfttiqi)} |ii|(l 
also aid us ia^procuring such things ^ j(b^ piof^^ 
8ess» and we stand: in. nped ,oi, Tib|](9Mr# . mt 
idolaters, nor bay« they an^TcSort qC ir^jgipm ^sr 
cctpt beljeving^that ^wer said goodn^nii inrpi^ ibj; 
b^yen, from which placet tbej:. eofaisl^iiped^^a 
firm persuapipn that .1 Jif^congie with JP^id^f§t^ 
Wfd men. On this aocouat, wb€ire?ei:^-ii^ m^k, 
them, they showed us the greatest 1 jTei^reooe^, 
ajter they had overcome their fear. / SMb oep? 
4uct oimoothe^a^ci^ibed to their wHntiiof uod^P*- 
standii^, for they lare a people of v^uQh>iqgeiQi|if<^ 
ty^ and navigate, all those seas, i^vpg^iTejmailfcei', 
bly good accoHot at. every pert, hi|tr4% 90% sjtate 
tl^Btt they have met widi peopletiniClotJbkes,.*or 
sj^ps like aurs« . On my amval at the luA^m*,l 
took by force from jthe first island leane/to^ta 
few of the inhabitants, in order that ^they injgbl 
learn o^r language and assist. win^iir di^pfive- 
x^s. We succeeded ere. lof^ 4ii ; iuedei3iitiu»4ii^ 
Me another, by signs and iTiOrdiWf^'J hnt^i 
them now with me, sMll thinkii^^ tW4 have eeeie 
fr<Mn heaven, as X learn by n^ohi ^pm^m^trnt 
ifhich IhaYe bad with them*i tTbis^ 4hey wei^ 
thefirst^to procli^im wherever we jvent, and tho. 
other natives would run froiii/iiouse te^hewOf 
ai4 from, village to,village, ciyingiiMt .^comriiiul 
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$^ file men from hmvev^ so that albth© infaW 
lants, both flien and wom^o, haviDg gathered 
Gfdnfidenoe, hdstened towards w, brining victuals 
and diiok, whidii they prwdented 46 us with at 
surpnsHig good wRK In all the j^sland^ they pds* 
dcBs a vtM. laumber'bf canoes^' which are of rtt^ 
rious sizes, eath one constrticti^ ^f a stn^e lf»g, 
and sha(^ like a j^^i; SooiA of th^se areas 
large m^/ksM of eighteen bait, alth'^ngfa nhi^^ 
row, on account of tht matc^rfal. ^ I hav^ seen 
sixty or e^bty men in one' of tbe^^ canoes, aniF 
e«oh ilian with his fiaddlet; They are ro#^8 
with a swiftness whith no boat can eqoal^ tod 
liertre (he purpdse o^ tiranspdrting < goods v^tMoff 
tiMse ifinutoef aible ^ islands^ ' * t dkl not observe 
any great diversity in the' appearance of tbe in^ 
habitants ki the dtffisren^ partis of these ^oiUnt*^ 
^es, tttft* in their cust^md ne# langui^, iior ^ini- 
gulariy «iidogh'm thk last i^es^el,^ all utl^ 
denMatidwMe another v on wiMlvaecount I hope 
(heir Higbneiises wiU dxeM thiSDisittTeslbr the 
CMferaMD 0f' these {>Mple to> onr holy^fiitb^ jtf 
which under takii^ they wili h6 found rery 
traetabkr. I 'have ^dliisady related that i pr^ 
caeded aloi^ the coast of Jmmna, ibr an ' hniidred 
and seven leaguis f rom^ W\ t^ E«, from which, t 
dure iaffirm iMs iriandto bjelttrger than En^nd 
and Sootfond Ic^elher; for besides the extent of 
it* ^hieh» I 'Oeasledy there 8(re* two Meapl^ped 




244 JUST TeTA«n 

deficiency, 2f tbey are very, well shaped, but on 
account of their great timidity. . Instead of arms 
they have canes dried m the sun, to the lai^gest 
ends of which tbey fix.a piece of wood sharpened 
at the end ; of these however, they have Jiot 
the courage to make much use. 1 have in many 
instances sent two'jor three of my mela to their 
towns to communicate with the inhabitants, when 
the indians would tumultuously rush out,^ and see- 
ing our peofJe drawing near, run away with such 
haste that the father would abandon his child, 
1^ the child his father. This timidity was not 
owii^ to any violence or injury we offered them, 
as I was.b the practice of making presents of Qlotb 
and other things. to all the natives whom. 1 met, 
but arose from their natural mildpess . and want 
of courage. Notwithstanding this, as soon as 
they have thrown aside their fear, and consider 
themselves in safety, they ar^^ very ingenuous 
and honest, and display great liberality with 
whatever they possess. 

They never refuse to give any thing away 
which is demanded of them, and will even them- 
selves entreat an acceptance of their property. 
They exhibit a great friendship towards every 
one, and will give whatever they have for a tri- 
fle or nothing at all. I forbade my men to pur- 
chase any thing of them with such worthless ar- 
ticles as bits of earthenware, fragments of plat- 
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ters, broken glass, nails, and thongs of leather, air 
though when they got possession of any such 
tbii^ they ralued it as Highly as the mostpreci* 
ous jewel in the worid. In this manner of bar- 
terii^, a sailor has acquired, for a leather strafp 
or [Heoe of rope, gdd to the .amount of three 
sueUoa. Others hare obtainted as much for a 
matter of still lower value. For new Spanish 
coins they would give any thing asked 6( them, 
as an ounce and a half or two ounces of gold, or 
thirty or forty pounds of cotton. Thus they would 
trade away their cotton and gold like idiots, for 
broken hoops, platters and glass. I prohibited 
their traffic onf ac<x)unt of its inji^tice, and mad^ 
them many presents of useful things which 1 had 
carried with me, for the purpose of gaining their 
affection, in order that they may receive the 
faith of Jesus Christ, be well disposed towards 
us, aild inclined to submit to the King and Queen 
our Princes, and all the Spaniards, and further- 
more that they may furnish us with the commod- 
ities which abpund among them and we are in 
want of. 

They are not idolators, but believe that all 
power and goodness is in heaven, and that 1 had 
proceeded from that place with my ships and 
men; under this notion they received me at my 
first arrival as soon as they had banished their 
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fear. Thcj are ndt ttipid and?.; inAoliuity hat 
actte and sagacious* Tboae of^haui wbb aavr 
igate the seas among those isbnds, give su^gidar 
}^j^%^ aocouots. of what thej' haye observed 'Upon 
tkeir voyages^ bat have nevi^r r* smb- fieople 
who wear clothes, nor aoy ships siaiilar.tiiiouffck 
Ob my arrival I took by- foree iron the* firat 
isiand, a few of the iodians, io ceden Jthat wis 
might become acquainted with one aoother'e 
language, and to gain a knowledge of' what their 
eoontry contained. These were pf : siegyler use 
to us, as we oame to understand eafikiettlieriD a 
short time by the help of wards awleignk. I 
have them still with me, and ihey^ntimib ia 
the bblief that we have com<i firom« Jieaveok 
This information they published^rsrherevMr fse 
arrived, eiclaiming in a loud voice, ^Come! 
Come! and see the celestial peopW Upon this 
call, the natives would come throi^r^ to us, 
after havii^ banished the fear whidi' seized 
them at first, men women and . children, old and 
young, crowding the roads and: Ininging us viot 
tuals and drink, with the utmost affection and 
reverence. 

In every one of these islands there are a great 
niimber of canoes, each one made of a solid log, of 
a narrow shape, somewhat resembling ouryi/^/a^, 
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' but 8i!i|ifi6r ID thd watek* ; tfaej ai*e navigal^d 
solely by oars. They are of iJiffereiit ^es, the 
mostof thfTm cdkitamiBgsbatB foce^hteed rowenu 
With thcise they dMrirjcCa dooamerce a^&otig 
these islandift whiehaire innuaierablei -. Lsaw some 
of thes^ CMtoeb with seventy ore^hty rowers^ 

/ Thrdu^^out the86<iilaD(|5 there is Iki diversity 
in the appearance 0f the people, theb mating 
or language, adl the inhabitants itiderstamding 
oAe apotber^/a very favorable: circiniDstaiice in 
isy opmioo, to thd desigii > which I bave no doubt 
is entertained by our kii^, nat&dy to ^convert 
them to the rholy dbristian- faSth, to ikrhich- a^ far 
as I can. pe^eive 'they are wefi' disposed.; 1 
have said that ) tailed A'oai W. toE. three hun^ 
dred and Awenttf . two oiMlos along the island.. of 
Juana ; from the length of this course J am con«i 
iident that this island is larger thah Eb^and and 
Scotland together, for besides the rixtent wbfeli 
I coasted there are two other provinces to the 
West which 1 did pot survey. Oot of these is 
named by the iadians lAnaw^i find .^ntains inhab^ 
itants with taibi Xh^^ tracts ^extend Do thd 
distance of a hundred and eighty miles, asii hare 
learnt from the indians with me, Who ai-e well 
acquainted with them. 

The island of Espanola is as large as that part 
. of Spain wmch extends from Catalonia to Fon- 
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tenip<»^ proiil aocruin^ oot onl j to SpftiS \mt t# 
all christiaiis. 

P. S. After writing the abore^ being at sea 
near Castile, the wind rose with such fury froai 
the S. and S£^ that I was obliged to bear away, 
and run into the port of Lisbon^ where I escaped 
by the greatest miracle in the world. From 
this place I shall write to their Highnesses* 
Throughout the Indies I always found the wea* 
ther like May. I made the passage thither in 
seventy-one days, and back in fortyr^eight, during 
thirteen of which number t was driven about by 
storms. The se^tmei} here inforiiiJiie that there 
was never known a winter, in which so many 
ships were lost 

March ah. 
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NOTE I. 

Letter of Paul Toscanellif* a Florentine physician, and cdebrated ai^ 
tronomer to Columbusi dated June 25th, 1474| eighteen yeanr befort 
his first voyage. 

As this letter, according to the statement of 
Don Fernando Columbus in his biography of hid 
father, had a great effect in causing Columbus to 
undertake the yojage, it has beeft thought de- 
serving of a place here, more especially as it 
serves to illustrate several passages in the nar- 
rative. The immediate occasion of it was this : 
While Columbus vi^as at Lisbon, a correspon- 
dence was maintained between Toscanelli, and 
Fernando Martinez, a prebendary of that place, 
respecting the commerce of the Portuguese to 
the coast of Guinea, and the navigatiod of the 
oceaii to the W. This came to the knowledge 
of Columbus, who at that time entertained 

* For an account of this person see Tiraboschi Storia 
della Letteratura Italiana. Tom. 6. Lib. 2. Cap. 98. 
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thoughts of his future enterprise. He thereupon 
dispatched by an Italian then at Lisbon, a letter 
to the Florentine, informing him of his project 
He received the following answer written ia 
Latin* 

To Dos Chribtophsk Columbus, greeting. 

I have become acquainted with the great and 
Aoble wish entertained by you, to visit the coun^ 
try of spices, on which account I send in an- 
swer to your letter, the copy of one directed by 
me, a few days since, to one of my friends, in the 
service of the King of Portugal before the wars 
of Castile; he having . written to me, by order 
of his Highness, upon the same subject. I also, 
send you a naif^ical chart, similar to one which I 
likewise presented to him; these may perhaps 
satisfy your inquiries. The copy of my letter is 
as follows. 

To Fernando Martinez, prebendary of Lisbon, 
greeting — I feel a great pleasure in' hearing of 
the intimacy between you and the Most Serene 
and Magnificent King. Although I have spoken 
many times concerning the short passage by sea 
from hence to the Indies, where the spices are 
produced, which course, in my opinion is shorter 
than that to Guinea, yet you inform me that his 
Highness wishes for some declaration or demon* 
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stration on my part, whereby he may "more fully 
understand the matter. This I could do to his 
satisfaction, with the help of a terrestrial globe, 
instructing him how the parts of the earth are 
disposed. But for greater facility and precision, 
I have determined to mark down the route in 
question upon a marine chart, which I herewith 
send to his Majesty, draw>n and painted by my 
hand. In this is represented the whole extremis 
ty of the W., from Ireland, S. to Cruinea, with 
all the islands in the whole extent. Opposite, in 
the W. is the commencement of the Indies, with 
the isles and accessible parts, and the space be- 
tween the North pole and the Equinoctial line* 
In this manner will be perceived the number of 
leagues necessary to proceed in order to reach 
those fertile countries which abound in spices 
and precious stones. Let it not create wcHider 
that a westerly region is assigned for the countrjf^ 
of spices, which have always been understood to 
grow in the E. ; ; for those who sail W. will find 
those lands in the W., and those who travel E., 
will find the same places in the E. The straight 
lines, which run lengthvrise upon the chart, show . 
the distance from W. to E. The oblique ones,, 
the distance from N. to S. I have also marlied 
down many places among the Indies; which may 
be reached by the occurrence of some casual 
event, such as contrary winds, or unlooked for 



4 
^ 



190 

aocident of tImC 8ort Aod m order ihat jdt 
nl^ bo made fully aequaioted #ith whatOTcr 
rotates to this sobject, I trill giro joa the resok 
of mj inrest^tioiM. The blaods I hare spoken 
eif are mhabited by iiierehaiits who cany oo their 
trade atikong maey oatioas; their ports oootani a 
greater namber of foreign resseb, than those of 
any other part of the world The single port c^ 
Zaitim^ whieh is one of the finest and most famous 
throughoftt the E., sends forth anmallyy more 
tftao a hondred ships laden with pepper, not to 
mentioO others, which return with cargoes of all 
flfiorts of spices. [The whde territory is rery 
exteneiye and populous, containing many pro^ 
Tinces and kingdoms, under the dominion of a 
prince called Qreci Can^ which s^|;nifie8 Kkng of 
Kings. The common residence of this sorere^ 
is in Cathay^ His predecessors were desirous of 
an intercourse with the Christians, and two hun« 
dred years since, dispatched ambassadors to the 
Pope, requesting instructers to teach them our 
holy faith. These, howerer, w^e unaUe^ from 
the obstacles they encountered upon their jomv 
ney, to reach Rome, and were forced to return 
back. ^ In the time of Pope Eugenios IV. there 
came an ambassador, who gare him assuradces 
of the affection which was entertained for the 
Catholics by the princes and people of his coun- 
try. I was a great deal in his company, and he 
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f^je m^ dt^epFiptipns ^ tb^ in^pific'mice of bill 

king, and of the iofimense riv^ps iq th^t territoryt 
which contained, as be statpdi two b^qdred cities 
with marble bridges, upon the banks of a single 
stream. This is a noble country, and ought to 
be explored by us, on account of its great riches^ 
and the quantity of gold, silver, and precious 
JBtones, which might be obtained there. For their 
goyernors, they choose the wisest lOfen, without 
regard to rapk or riches, yfou will perceive by 
the map^that the distance from Lisbpo^ Ux tht 
famous city of Qui^e^j^ three thqusaod nim 
hundred miles, going exaqtly W. This city ia 
thirty-five leQ^rq^s ip circuit,, apd its name signifioa 
^ify ^f H^wm. Ita Giituatioa is in the proviocn 
pf Moi9^. nef^r .GalhQjfy ajo^ it contains ten larg^^ 
m^^rble bridges built apoo immense colun^)s, of 
lingular magnificeqce. From the isJiaiKlr of ndnr 
^iUa, ip that id^QpwigOj is a dist^iifQe of two 
bandred aqd tw^oty-^ve legate. This islaivl 
posi^^sj^ such, ao- s^buodanQo of preqipqs stonea 
9tA metalg tbaii i,be temples and royal palacea 
«re coveMd with plajlea of goUL ^ I might add 
<nany things here^ but as I have foiHuerly givc^n 
^Ut nelatioa of thepa, I trust to- your wisdom 
9nd, good judgement, without making any ftir- 
ther addi^o to this statement I hope my let- 
ter will satisfy his Highness, and I beg you will 
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asBure him, that I ehall be alwajrs TCsdy to ex^ 
cute hw commands. • 

Phfrntt^ Jwu tSf)^ 1474. 



ANOTHER LETTER FROM THE SAME TO COLUMBUS. 

1 have received your letfer with its accom- 
paniment, for which I return you my thanks. 
I applaud your design of sailing to the West, and 
am persuaded, as you will have seen by my 
chart, that the voyage you intend to undertake, 
has none of the difficulties ascribed to it Th6 
passage, in my opinion, will be found easy and 
safe, in the quarters which I have pointed out. 
You would entertain no doubt upon this matter, 
had you conversed with the many persons from 
those countries, whom 1 have seen. You may 
be certain of meeting with extensive kingdoms, 
populous cities, and rich provinces, abounding in 
all sorts of precious stones, and your visit will 
cause great rejoicing to the King and Princes of 
those distant lands, besides opening a way for a 
communication between them and the Christians, 
and the instruction of them in the catholic relig- 
ion and the arts we possess. For which reasons, 
and many others which might be mentioned, I 
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am not surprised at the courage and resolution 
manifested by you, and the whole Portuguese 
nation, which has never been deficient in eminent 
men. 



J>JOTE II. 

It may be interesting to subjoin a few speci- 
mens of the accounts, both probable and improb- 
able, which contributed at that time to the pop- 
ular belief of the existence of countries in the 
West. The following are from the biography 
of Don Fernando: 

* Martin Vincent, Pilot of the King of Portugal, 
related, that four hundred and fifty leagues West 
of Cape St. Vincent, he had picked up a log, 
perfectly wrought, but not with iron, and which 
had been brought thither by a westerly wind, 
from this circumstance he concluded that there 
were indubitably, undiscovered islancls in that 
quarter. • ' 

Pedro Correa, brother-in-law of Columbus, in- 
formed him that he had seen near the island of 
Porto Santo, a fragment of wood similar to the 
former, and which came from the West. He 

34 
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also learned from the King of Portugal, that in 
the same parts there had been fowid canes of 
such b^ness that a single joint would contain 
nine garrafas of wine. 

The inhabitants of the Azores related to him 
that after a course of westerly winds, the sea 
coast upon the shores of those islands, and espe- 
cially those of Graciosa, and Fayal, pine trees, 
which were not the growth of those parts, and 
that in the island of Fiores, the bodies of two 
men had been washed ashore, whose complexion 
and features were different from those of any peo- 
ple in that neighborhood Others informed him 
that they had seen covered boats, filled with 
people of an uncommon description. 

Antonio Leme, a resident in the island of Ma- 
deira, told the Admiral, that haying sailed far to 
the West, he discovered three islands* Pedro 
de Velasco, a native of Paios, related to him that 
sailing an liundred and fifty leagues toward the 
West, he discovered the island of Fiores by fol- 
lowing the flight of some birds, and that after- 
wards he sailed to the NE as far as the latitude 
of Cape Clear in Ireland, where he met with 
strong winds from the West with a smooth sea ; 
this, he thought, could be explained only by 
supposing the existence of land in that direction. 
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which kept^he sea from rising. It being late 
in the season, he did not venture to undertake 
the discovery of it. This happened above forty 
years before the discovery of the Indies. 

Another pilot informed him in the port of 
Santa Maria, that upon a voyage to Ireland, he 
descried a country, which he took for a part of 
Tartary. It extended toward the W., but he 
could not reach it on account of the unfavorable 
state of the weather. This was probably the 
land now cMed Bacalaas.* Another Pedro^de 
Yelasco, a Galician, gave him the same account 
in the city of Murcia, saying that on his passage 
towards Ireland he discovered a country in the 
West, which he believed to be that which Fer^ 
nan Dolmos attempted to reach.' Hist, del Al- 
mirante, Cap. 8. 



* The mother-in-law of the Admiral perceiv- 
ii:^ what pleasure he took in hearing the ac- 
counts of these voyages, presented him with the 
writings and charts which had belonged to her 

* Bacakoy or Bacalku^ an island on the East coast of 
Newfoundland. 
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husband; ^lie perusal of these increased the zeal 
of the Admiral, and he undertook many inquiries 
concerning the navigation of the Portuguese to 
the Mine and the coast of Guinea, and took great 
interest in conversation with those who had fre- 
quented those parts. I have not been able to 
ascertain whether during this matrimonial corn 
nection he made anj yojages to the Mine or to 
Guinea; be that however, as it will, he began 
▼ery naturally to reflect, while in Portugal, that 
as the Portuguese had sailed such a distance S^ 
it was also possible to sail in a Westerly direc- 
tion, and find land in that quarter. In order to cor^ 
roborate this opinion, he examined anew those ge«' 
egraphical writers which he had studied at a for- 
mer period, and endeavoured to find what astro- 
nomical reasons would confirm the notion. He 
was careful to treasure up whatever informattoa 
relating to this matter he could collect from trav- 
ellers or seamen. In this manner he came to a 
firm persuasion that to the West of the Canaries 
and Cape Verd there were islands which might be 
reached by sailing in that direction. But to un- 
derstand more fully the reasons which led to this 
conclusion, and to satisfy the curiosity of many 
who are desirous of knowing distinctly the argu- 
ments and motives upon which the Admiral 
founded his great undertaking, I will relate what 
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I have been able to find among his papers to this 
effisct. 

The causes which induced the Admiral to 
conceive the idea of discovering the Indies were 
three, namely, — Reasons drawn from a consider- 
ation of the ^ure of the earth ; The authority 
of writers ; and the relations of seamen. 

With respect to the first, he considered that 
as the land and water of which the earth is 
composed formed a sphere, it might be sailed 
round from East to West, till men came to stand 
feet to feet on the two opposite sides of the 
earth. 

With regard to the second, he judged from 
creditable authors that the greater part of this 
sphere had been explored, and that there re- 
mained undiscovered only that portion comprised 
between the eastern extremity of India, known 
to Ptolemy and Marinus« and the Azores and 
Cape Verd Islands, which then were the farthest 
West of any known territory. 

As to the third, he was of opinion that the 
space contained within these limits was not above 
a third part of the circumference of the earth, 
inasmuch as the above-mentioned Marinus had 
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traTelled to the East a diBtance of fifteen twfii- 
^-fourths of thk circumfereDce, so that their re-^ 
maioed but nine twentj-fourths from the East ot 
India to the Cape Verd Islands. 

Furthermore he considered that the territo- 
ries described in the Cosmography of Alarinnsy 
although extending the distance above specified, 
did not reach the extremity of the continent, 
and therefore the distance from that to the 
West of Europe must be still smaller. If this 
space were sea, he judged it might be sailed 
over in a short time ; if it were land it mi^ht 
be discovered still sooner by goiog to the West, 
as it must necessarily lie very near the Cape 
Verd Islands. These opinions were strengthened 
by what is stated in Strabo's fifth book of Geo- 
graphy, that no army has ever reached the east- 
em limit of India, which is a country as large, 
according to Ctesias, as all the rest of Asia, and 
agreeably to the assertion of Onesicritus is equal 
to a third part of the globe, and the like is affirm- 
ed by Pliny. Lib. 6. Cap. 17. to which may be 
added the statement of Nearchus, that it is four 
months' journey in extent ; from all which con- 
siderations he came to an opinion that its immense 
size must bring it near to Spain in the West 

Another reason which induced him to believe 
that the distance from the West of Europe to 
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India *WBS dttiall, was the opinion of Alfraganus 
and his followers, who assign a much smaller ex- 
tent to thci fifrcuinference of the earth than other 
writers, allowing bat fifty-six miles and two thirds 
to a degree, which diminishing the ei^tent of the 
earth's surface, would also diminish the space 
between India and Europe which was unknown 
to Marinus. On this account he judged that 
whatever lands were discovered in the West 
must necessarily be a part of India, and for the 
same reason we may pronounce as unwarranta- 
able the censures cast upon the Admiral by Rod- 
rigo. Archdeacon of Seville and some of his 
party for bestowing the name of India upon 
these countries, which appellation they assert is 
liot appropriate. Now the Admiral did not call 
them Indies as being the identical lands known 
by that name, but as being a part of that India 
beyond the Ganges which no geographer has set 
limits to by any other territory, but which has 
been regarded as extending to the ocean. These 
therefore being lands at the eastern limits of 
India, not designated by any particular name, it 
was judged most proper to bestow upon them 
that of the nearest country; they were thus 
called the West Indies on account of the known 
riches of the country of India. In this manner 
he extended an invitation to the Catholic Kings 
who were doubtful of the enterprise, to aid him 
in discovering the Indies by the way of the West. 
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The Admiral was further incited to his utider- 
takij^, aud supported in the opinion that the 
lands to the West were a part of India, hj the 
authority of many learned men who affirmed 
that a passage might be made from the West of 
Africa and Spain, to the Eastern part of India by 
following a Westerly course, and that the ocean 
which separated these countries was not of great 
extent. This is averred by Aristotle, Lib. 2. de 
Ccelo et Munda where he states that one might 
pass from India to Cadiz in a few days. The 
same is confirmed by a remark of Averrhoes 
upon this passage. And Seneca, Nat. Quaest. 
Lib. 1. regarding the learning of this world as 
nothing when compared to the knowledge which 
may be obtained in another life, observes that a 
ship may sail with a fair wind from the Western 
part of Spain to India in a few days. And if as 
some assure us. Seneca was the author of the 
tragedies which go by his name, we may be cer- 
tain that he refers to this fact in the chorus 
to Medea. 

Venient annis 
Secula seris, quibus Oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Pat«at tellus, Tiphisque novos 
Detegat orbes, nee sit Terris 

Ultima Thule 
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^ In the last days there will come an age in which 
Ocean shall loosen the bonds of things; a great 
country will be discovered; another Tiphis shall 
make knovm new worlds, and Thtde shall no longer 
he the extremity of the earth.^ This prediction 
may assuredly be considered as accomplished in 
the person of the Admiral. 

Strabo, In the first book of his Geography, 
says the Ocean encompasses the whole earth, 
that it washes India on the East, and on the 
West, Spain and Mauritania, and but for its 
yast extent, one might sail directly from the one 
of these countries to the other ; the same he 
repeats in the second book. 

Pliny, in his Natural History, L. 2. Cap. 3. 
states that the .Ocean surrounds the earth, ex- 
tending from India to Cadiz ; the same in Cap. 
31. Lib. 6. 

Solinus, Cap. 48. says that from the Gorgonean 
Islands, by which we are to understand those of 
Cape Verd, there are forty days sail across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the Isles of the Hesperides; 
these the Admiral held for certain were the 
Indies. 

Marco Polo and Sir John Mandeville assert 
in their Travels into the East, that they 
west far beyond the countries described by 
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Ptolcmj and Marinus ; and although these trar- 
eliers do not speak of the Eastern Ocean, yet it 
maj be inferred from their description of the 
Oriental territories, that India is not far distant 
from Africa and Spain. 

It is also affirmed bj Petrus Heliacus, in his 
treatise De imagine mundi^ Cap. 8. de quantitate 
terrce habitabilis^ and by Julius Capitolinus, De 
locis hahitahilihuSy and in other treatise^?, that 
Spain is near to India in the West This last 
author in the 19th chapter of his Geography 
has these words. * According to Pliny and the 
Philosophers, the ocean lyii^ between Spain and 
Western Africa on one side, and the extremity 
of Iinlia on the other, is not of great extent, and 
without doubt may be crossed with a favorable 
wind in a few days ; the Eastern part of India 
therefore is not very distant from the West of 
Africa.' Hist, del Almirante, Cap. V. et seq. 



NO! E III. 

The reception of Columbus at the Portuguese 
court is related by Barros with every feelii^ of 
national prejudice. ' Tiie king being in Val do 
Paraiso, at the monaster v of Nossa Senhora das 
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'Virtudes, in Ssintarem, on account of the pcsti- 
fence which raged at that time, there came ac- 
counts from Lisbon, that one Christopher Colum- 
bus had arrived there, stating that he had come 
from the island of Cipango, with much gold and 
riches of that country. The king having some 
acquaintance with this Columbus, and knowing 
that he had been sent upon the discovery by Don 
Ferdinand, King of Castile, requested him to pay 
him a visit, that he might learn the events of his 
voyage. This he readily complied with, not so 
much from a wish to oblige the King, as to mor- 
tify him with his presence, for before he v^ent to 
Castile, he had applied to this same King Dota 
JTohn, entreating to be sent by him upon tbe en- 
terprise. This the King had refused, for rea- 
sons which I shall hereafter relate. Columbus 
was received very respectfully by the King, but 
the latter was much concerned on perceiving 
that the natives of the newly discovered coun- 
tries, which he had brought along with him, were 
not black and woolly-headed, like those of Guin- 
ea, but similar in features, complexion, and hair to 
the people of India, where he was engaged in such 
important undertakings. Columbus in discours- 
ing of those countries and extolling their charac- 
ter to an extravagant degree, used so great a free- 
dom of language, chiding and censuring tbe King 
^ for not having taken up with his offer, that many 




2S4 NOTES. 

of the nobles stung to resentment by the license 
of hk tongue, as well as vexed that the King had 
lost the benefits of the enterprise, offered to pre- 
Tent his return to Castile by assajssinating him. 
For to all appearance, his arrival was likely to be 
very prejudicial to this kingdom, and cause great 
trouble to his Highness on account of the granta 
made by the popes, from the limits comprised in 
which, it appeared to be manifest that these na- 
tives were taken by Columbus. The King re- 
jected these offers, and like a Catholic Prince, 
rebuked the nobles who made them, although 
the business gave him some concern.^ Asia de 
Joam de Barros. Dec 1. Liv. III. C. XI. See 
also Lafitau. Hist, des Decouvertes et Conquetes 
des Portugais. ^ Colomb etoit si fier du succes de 
son voyage, il en parloit avec tant d'emphase et 
d^exage ration, entremelant a ce qui'il disoit, des 
reproches qu'il fit au Roi sur le peu de confiance 
qu'il avoit eu en lui, et sur la perte qu'il s'etoit 
causae par-la a lui-meme, qu'il parut n'etre ven- 
ue dans ses ports que pour lui faire insulte.' etc. 
Liv. I. Bouterwek is so much impressed with 
the acrimony of expression, prompted by the na- 
tional feeling of the Portuguese writers on this 
occasion, as to ask hvar der Entdecker von Jimeri^ 
ka etwa wirklich etn GrossprahhrP Gesch. der 
Portug. Poesie u. Bereds. B. 2. C. 2. 
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The testimony however, of other historianB 
acquits him of any such superciliousness of be- 
haviour on the occasion referred to. 'L'onfut 
surpris de voir que ce Pilote que, quelques an^ 
ne6s auparavant on avoit regarde comme un hom- 
me de neant, et qui se repaissoit de chimeres, r6- 
pondoit a tout avec la dignity d'un Amiral & d' 
un Vice-Roi, et parloit toujours fort sensement' 
Charlevoix. Hist, de St Dumingue, Ldv. II. 
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Stipolatioii between Colambof and the Kiog ani Queen of Spain^ re- 

fpectiug the Toyage. 'i . • 

The conditions which jour Highnesses shall 
grant to Don Christopher Columbus In recom- 
pense of the discoveries which he may make 

r 

upon the seas in the rojage liow about, bj the 
help of God, to be undertaken for the service of 
your Highnesses are the followic^. 

First, your Highnesses in virtue of your do- 
minion over the said seas, shall constitute from 
this time forth, the said Don Christopher Co- 
lumbus your Admiral in all the islands and ter- 
ritories which he may discover or acquire in the 
ftaid seas, this power to continue in him during 
his life, and at his death to descend to his heirs 
and successors from one to another perpetually, 
with all the dignities and prerogatives appertain- 

36 
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iog to the said office, and accordiDg to the man- 
ner in which this digdity has been held bj Don 
Alonzo Henriquez, your High Admiral of Cas- 
tile, and by the other Admirals m their seyeral 
districts. 

Granted by their Highnesses, 
^' ^ JUAN DE CQLOMA, 



Furthermore, your Highnesses shall constitute 
the said Dop (Christopher Columbus youjr Vice-s 
roy and Governor General in all the said islands 
and territories tp be discovered as abovesaid in 
the said seas; and for the government of each 
place three persons shall be named by him, out 
of which number your Highnesses shall select one 
to hold the office in question. 

Grant^f} hy their Highnesses, 

JUAN DE COLOMA. 



Furthermore, in the •acquisition by trade, dis- 
covery, or any other method, of all goods, mer- 
chandise, pearls, precious . stones, gold, silver, 
spices and all other articles, within the limits of 
the said Admiralty, the tenth part of their value 
shall be the. property of the said Don Christo- 
pher Columbus, after deducting the amount ex- 



piri^sd in obtHlnitig thiCD, fanfl Ihs otficif niiie 
tenths %hidi be, the propi^rty df ydnr Highd^^roa 

Gradted bjr their Highn^es. 

JUAN DE COLOMA. 



Furthermore, .if any tobtroVehj 6r lawsuit 
should arise in these territories relating to tMe 
goods which he may obtain there^ or relating to 
any goods which others may obtain by trade in 
the same places, the jurisdiction in the said cases 
shall by virtue of his office of Admiral, pertain to 
hiiB alone or his Deputy. 

. Granted by their Highnesses, pfovide^ t(i^ 
said prerogative belong to the office of 
Admiral, according as that dignity has 
been held by the abovementioned Admi- 
ral Don Alonzo Henriquez, and the others 
of that rank in their several districts, and 
provided the said regulation be just. 

JtJAN DE COLOMA. 



Furthermoi'e, in the fitting out of atey fleets 
for the pui'pose of triide in thfe said territdri^s^ 
the Skid Don Christopher CoiumbUs nhM on 
every such occasion, be allo\^ed the privilege 
of furnishing one eighth of the expenses of the 



rnKpedStitm, tmd shall mi smsh toMs recuve 
ii^hth pvt of the profils arisii^ therefirooi* 

GmAed bj uieir Higniie9Be& 

JUAN DE COLOMA. 



Agreed and stipolatedy with the zoBwen oi 
HigfaneflMS to each article of the ooDtracty 
kk the city of Granada, en the seTenteeoth daj 
of Apri, in the jear of oar Saviour JesoB Christy 
one thoosaDd fiour handled and ninety-twa 

I THB KING, 

I THE QUEEN. 

Bj order of the King and Queen. 

JUAN D£ COLOMA. 

RegisUftJL 

Calcera. 



ComsiiMon <»f Admiral, Vkcrqy aad GoTenor in (he kles and territo- 
ries which maj be diecoTered, granted bj the Km^ and Queen to 
Christopber Cohunbns. 

Don Ferdinand and Dona Isabel, by the grace 
of God, Kii^ and Queen of Castile, Leon, Amn 
gon, &c Inasmuch as you Christopher Colum- 
bus are about to' depart by our orders, and with 
certain of our ships and men, for the discovery 



i 



of sundrj islands tnd territories in the ocea% 
and it is hoped, with the help of God, that joii^ 
will effect the discovery and acquisition of some 
of the said islands and territories, and considering 
that as you encounter the said hazards for our 
service, it is just and reasonable you should re* 
ceive a. proper remuneration, therefore, with a 
desire to grant the necessary honors and rewardi 
for the above consideration, it is our will and 
pleasure that you, the said Christopher Colum- 
bus, haying discovered and acquired the said is- 
lands and territories or any part of them, shall 
be our Admiral, Viceroy, and Governor in those 
places, and that you thenceforth entitle youself 
Don Christopher Columbus, and that your sons 
and successors in the said chai^ and office, also 
entitle themselves Don and Admiral, Viceroy atod 
Governor in those places ; and that you exercise 
the said office of Admiral, Viceroy and Governor 
in the islands and territories which may be discov- 
ered and acquired by you and your Lieutenants 
and Deputies ; and that you hear and decide all 
suits and causes, both civil and criminal, whicti 
pertain to the said office of Admiral, Viceroy 
and Governor, according to the just extent bf 
the power of that office, and according to the 
privileges of the Admirals of our dominions ; and 
that you have power to execute all necessary 
punishments ; and that you exerpise all the func- 
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tions properly beloriging tb the mid bfficfa of AidU 
■niral. Viceroy sLnd GoFemor, as idso yoor Dep 
uties ; and that you enjoy ail the priviteges and 
salaries appertaining to the abbrementidned 
offices as they are accoBtomed to be held by 
our High Admiral of Castile^ add the ViceroyB 
and Governors throughout our dominioiB. 

, And we signify by this commission, to th.e 
t^rioce. Don Juan, our well-beloyed son, and to 
the Infantas, Dukes, tic &c., Judges, Chancellord, 
Sic. &c., Magistrates, kc &a throughout our 
kingdoms, and thoughout the territories which 
may be acquired by you, and to the Captains, 
Officers, &c., our subjects at sea, for the present 

and future time — to all and each one of them, 

. . ... , 

that the said islands and territories being dis- 
covered and acquired by you in the said ocean, 
and the customary and requisite declarations and 
solemnities having been published by you or your 
Deputy — they are thenceforth to acknowledge 
and regard you as our Admiral of the said Ocean, 
and as Viceroy and Governor of the said islands 
and territories which you the said Don Christo- 
pher Columbus shall have discovered and ac- 
quired ; and that they acknowledge and regard 
you as such during your life, and ^terwards ydur 
son and successor, and so on from successor to 
successor forever; and that they acknowledge 
and regard as the same whomsoever you shall 



<^9titutfi jrpnir Deputy; Qr Ufut^nant ; and tba^ 
thej^ gfam.tQ jiHi iJl th«i salaries^ duties^ aod 
«tber privilegefi ^belongipg to the aaid office ; aod 
the/ exteod.lo jou^aU.the hooora, dignities, iior. 
muni ties, liber ties^ powers, &c«. which judtlj be«» 
lcH)g to the above mentioned offica of Admicatt^ 
Viceroy ^pd p prfrifori in auch a manper thai na 
defiqiency or Ut^it^tion e»st in that respect, am 
that you encounter no faiDdrance or restriciibn in 
the exercise df the said office. We th^^^fore 
,by this comkoii^fipn cpnfer upon you the office of 
Admiral, Viceroy and Gorernor, to be held, in 
hereditary possession foVever with all the privi- 
leges' abd salaries pi^rtalning thereto, &c, &;c. 

To whipb ^nd we hereby order, (if the same 
b^ ncNQQSisary c^id r^ouested by^you) our Chancel- 
lor, Notaries,' and other officers to whom this 
matter pertains, that they furnish you with a 
power to this effect, signed, sealed and attested 
in the fullest and most authentic manner ; this or* 
der to be complied with as they value our favour, 
and under a penalty of ten thousand maravedis 
for any disobedience thereof. And whoever in 
such a case shall exhibit this our commission, shall 
be authorised to summon the. saicf persons to ap- 
pear before us, at our court, wherever that may 
happen to be, within fifteen days from the date 
of the summons, under the abovementioned 
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penaltj ; for the VerificatioD of which act we 
hereby eommand whatever public notary shall 
be applied to for that purpose, to forniBh the 
necessary attestations s^ned fay his hand, in 
order that we may be assured of the dne 
performance of our orders. 

Giico « oir dCf of Gnoada OB the ^ I THE KING. 
e iitiBUi day of April in tiiejeorof f 

Midtar iMwIiedMMlMK^-nfo. ) I THE QUEEN. ^ 



By order of the King and Queea 

JUAN DE COLOMA, Seertthry. 

Execated in due form, 

RODERICUS, Doctor. 

R^;istered, 

SEBASTIAN DE OLANO, 
FRANCISCO DE MADRID, 

QumeeUor. 
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• > 

..U<lin8ITI0N UFON THE INHABITANTS OF PALOS FOR TWO 
OF THE YSSSEJLS GOKPOBINa THE FLEET. 

Don Ferdinand and Dona Isabel, by the grace of . 
God, King and Queen ofCastile, Leon, Arragon 
&C. &c. to jou Diego Rodriguez Prieto, and to 
all other perdbns inhabitants of the town of Pa- 
los, greeting. You are well aware that ip con- 
sequence of ^ome offence which we received at 
your hands, you were condemned by our council 
to render us the service of two caravels armed at 
your own expense for the space of twelve months, 
whenever and wherever it should be our pleas- 
ure to demand the same, this service to be ren- 
dered under tertain penalties, as stated more at 
haLtgt in the sentence given against you. 

And inasmuch as we have ordered Christopher 
Columbus to proceed with a fleet of three cara- 
vels, as our Captain, to certain parts of the ocean 
upon a matter connected with our service, and 
f^e desire that the two caravels, the service of 
which you owe us as abovesaid, should be placed 
at his disposal — we hereby order that within ten 
days from the sight of this letter, without delay 
or waiting for any further directions, you have 
in complete readiness the said two armed cara- 
rels for the service of the above-mentioned 
37 
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Christopher Columbus in the enterprise upon 
which vfe have dispatched him, and that thej be 
placed at his command from that time forth ; 
and for the crews of the said two carayels we 
order him to pay you forthwith four months' 
wages at the same rate with wkich tlie orew of 
the other caravel is paid, being the common at- 
lowaoce for ships of war. 

The vessels thus placed under his direction shall 
follow the route ordered by turn on our part, and 
obey him in all other orders, provided that neir 
ther you nor the said Christopher Columbus, nor 
any other persons belongii^ to the said caravels 
shall proceed to the mine, nor to the countries in 
that neighborhood occupied by the King of Portu- 
gal our brother, as it is our desire to adhere to the 

4 

agreement existing between us and the said King 
of Portugal upon that bead. 

And having received a certificate from the 
said Captain, that he has received the said two 
caravels from you, and is satisfied with the same, 
we shall consider you as having discharged the 
obligation imposed upon you by our Council as 
abovesaid,and we hereby declare you thenceforth 
free from the same ; but in the event of the non- 
fulfilment or procrastination of the above order, 
we shall forthwith command the execution of the 
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penalties contained in the aforesaid sentence, 
upofi each one of you and your goods. 

The above requisition is to be complied with 
throughout, under pain of our displeasure and a 
penalty of ten thousand maravedis for the o6n- 
performance of any part thereof^ to which end 
we hereby order under the said penally, what- 
ever public notary may be called upon for that 
purpose, to ^furnish you with the proper signed 
attestations, that we may be assured of the fulfil^ 
msnt of our orders. 

eifD in «it cNy of aranad^, <« % J Tjjg jjjj^^q^ •. 
OD the thirtieth daj of Apnl, in r 
Ifae year of oar Lord Jeraa Chriit ^ 

one thousand four hundred and V J THE OUfjCN 
Dinetj-two. ^ ^ * 

JUAN DE COLOMA, Secretary 
of the King' and Queen, 8fc. 8fc. 

Done in due form, 

RQDERICUS, Doctor. 

• . • 

Registered, 

SEBASTIAN DE OLANO, 
FRANCISCO DE MADRID, 

Chancellor. 
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Cbftrter of fawiij, gnaM If lbs IDag mA llMea, i Mm^ fa ai 
of Ihe ieet inm anal or diiwiiM bj Ibe dri a»- 



-DoQ FerdinaDd and Dona babd, by the gnee 
of God, Kmg and Qoeea of CSaatile, Leon, Arra^. 
goD» Ice &C. &o^To the memberB of our Coiui* 
cily Qidom of oiar Court of Audience, Corregi-^ 
dore% Aosteotes, Alcaldes, Alguacib, Mennoi^ 
and all other magiBtrates whatBoeyer of all the^- 
cities, towns and villages of our kingdoms and 
dominioDB, to oTerj one who shall see this writ- 
ing or a copj of the same attested by a py Wc 
notary-— greetiiig. 

Be it known to yon that we have ordered 
Christopher Columbus to proceed to sea for the 
accomplishment of certain business for our ser- 
rice, and as we are informed by him that in or- 
der to man the fleet which he is to command 
for the execution of this purpose, it is necessary 
to grant a secority to the persons composing the 
crew of the same, who would be otherwise on- 
willii^ to embark, and beii^ requested by him 
to give the necessary orders for this measure, we 
have determined to grant what is demanded by 
him relating to this matter. 



We therefore hereby grant a security to each 
apd every person belonging to the crews of the 
fleet of the said Christopher Columbus, in the 
voyage by sea which he is about to undertake 
by our command, exenipting them from all hind- 
ralice or incommodity either in their persons 
or goods ; and we declare them privileged from 
arrest or detention on account of any offence or 
crime which may have been committed by them 
up to the date of this instrument, and durii^ the 
tilie ^ey may be upon the voyage, and for two 
months after their return to their homes. 

And we hereby command you, all and each 
one, in your several districts and jurisdictions, 
that you abstain from trying any criminal cause 
touching the persons of the crews under the 
command of the said Christopher Columbus, dur^ 
ing the time above specified, it being our will and 
pleasure that every matter of this sort remain 
suspended. This order is to be complied with 
af» you value oqr favour, and under a penalty of 
tedi t^ousapd maraved^s for any infringement of 
the same. •" 

. And^ we hereby furthermore command every 
{)ublic potary who shall be applied to for any 
purpose connected with the above mentioned 
mandate, that h^ furnish all the proper signed 
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aUestatioDs which ure neoessary in' tbe'case^ in 
order that we may be assured of the due per-^ 
fidrmance of our orders. 

t THE KING. 

1 

! THE QUEEN; 

JUAN DE COLOMA, Secretary. 

Executed in due form, 

RODERICUS, Doctor. 
FRANCISCO DE MADRFD: 

Chancellor* 




1 * 

UCTTER OF TU£ KlNa AND (iUEBN TO COLUMBUS UPON 
HIS ItKTURN FROM THE DISCOVERY. 

The King and Queen to Don Christopher Co- 
lumbus our Admiral of the Ocean, and Viceroy 
and Governor of the Islands discovered in the 
Indies : — We have seen your letters and receiv- 
ed much pleasure from their contents. We are 
rejoiced that God has granted so fortunate an is- 
sue to your enterprise, which will redound much 
to his service and to the profit of ourselves and 
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our dominions. For these great services we hope 
to reward you in a manner suitable to your mer- 
its ; and as it is our wish that the undertaking 
which has been begun by you, be with the help 
of God, carried on and accomplished, and as we 
desire to see you immediately, we request there- 
fore that you will use all possible speed in hast- 
ening to us, that all necessary preparations may be 
made without delay. And as the season is early, 
and favorable for your return to the countries 
you have discovered, we. wish you to ascertain 
whether measures cannot be taken at Seville or 
other places, necessary to that end. We request 
you to write by the courier who brings you this, 
and who returns immediately, that the whole 
may be arranged by the time you return thither 
from us. 

Bareelonay March 13/A, 1493. 

I THE KING. 
I THE QUEEN. 

By order of the King and Queen, 

FERNAND ALVAREZ. 
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